
Dearly Beloved, 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
  
February 23, 2025, Sunday of All Departed (Aneede) 
Scriptural Readings: 
OT: Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Joshua 24:29-33, Ezekiel37:1-14, 2 Maccabees 12:38-
45, Isaiah 38:10-20 
NT: James 4:6-5:6, 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, Holy Gospel St Luke 12:32-49 
  
Holy Gospel: St Luke 12:32-49 
32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms; provide yourselves with purses that 
do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroy. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. 
35 “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting 
for their master to come home from the marriage feast, so that they may open to him 
at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master 
finds awake when he comes; truly, I say to you, he will gird himself and have them sit 
at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in 
the third, and finds them so, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the 
householder had known at what hour the thief was coming, he[a] would not have left 
his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at 
an unexpected hour.” 
41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” 42 And the Lord said, 
“Who then is the faithful and wise steward, whom his master will set over his 
household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that 
servant whom his master when he comes will find so doing. 44 Truly, I say to you, he 
will set him over all his possessions. 45 But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is 
delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to 
eat and drink and get drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will punish[b] him, and put 
him with the unfaithful. 47 And that servant who knew his master’s will, but did not 
make ready or act according to his will, shall receive a severe beating. 48 But he who 
did not know, and did what deserved a beating, shall receive a light beating. Every one 
to whom much is given, of him will much be required; and of him to whom men 
commit much they will demand the more. 

https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=7ae1dcd91f&e=e7edd9915e
https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=b38ffd3a20&e=e7edd9915e


49 “I came to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it were already kindled! 
  
Reflections: 
In the scriptural readings on the day of the departed, the death of Moses is presented 
in Deuteronomy chapter 34. In a few words, the death of the most towering person in 
the Biblical history is mentioned. Moses had a struggle-some childhood. He had to 
live in another house, though it was the palace of Pharaoh. He was differently abled. 
He had to fight to keep his identity within another family and cultural setting. He was 
fortunate to have his mother’s care and mentoring which equipped him to live with his 
family values. There were possibilities for him to adopt to the royal life and culture and 
he could have become a successor on Pharaoh’s throne. After the burning bush 
encounter, Moses came out from the comfort and secured life of the palace to raise 
his voice for the oppressed. God’s hands were with him. He was blessed to see God; 
his acts of faith liberated the people from slavery and mighty deeds he did have no 
parallel in history. He died a natural death at the age of 120. He was buried in the 
valley of Moab, but his tomb was difficult to be identified. The people mourned for him 
for 40 days. After his passing away, his heroic life was told and retold by the people. 
His physical remaining was hard to trace, his legendary presence remained to inspire 
and motivate the people. They documented his story for generations to understand 
their past and to see the miraculous presence of God worked for them to make them a 
nation. 
  
When we remember our departed, they may have a legendary life for us to be proud 
of, but they are not physically with us. We are grieved by our non accessibility to them. 
We miss them terribly. All ancient major religions teach about the immortality of soul 
and about the elevated and more glorious life after death. When the faith in after life 
gives us much comfort and hope, the vacuum their parting has created causes us to 
feel lost and disabled. When the OT keeps Moses untraceable, NT brings him to light, 
alive. On the summit of Tabor (Mt 17:1-8, Mk 9:2-13, Lk 9:28-36), Moses is back to the 
normal world when Jesus is transfigured. The disciples were able to see him from their 
normal plane. Not only Moses, but Elijah was also there. This is our hope. Not only our 
departed, but also us, will come to the light of the Lord, sharing his glory. We will 
never be died and gone but will remain alive to be with the Lord on the day of his 
coming in great glory. Transfiguration experience will remain an unforgettable example 
for us to hold. 
  
  



  
FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES: 

1. St Polycarp of Smyrna 

2. February 23, St Geevarghese Mar Dionysius Metropolitan, Vattasseril 
Thirumeni, ‘Malankara Sabha Bhasuran’, 91st anniversary, entombed at Old 
Seminary Chapel, Kottayam. 

3. February 23, HG Dr Thomas Makarios Metropolitan, 17th anniversary, 
entombed at Catholicate  Aramana, Kottayam 

  
FROM OUR LAST UPDATE: 
Pray for Pope Francis: 
Pope Francis, the most influential spiritual leader in the current world, has been 
admitted in hospital for treatment after getting caught up with infection. Pope after 
assuming the office, has been trying to transform the church to become the light of 
the world. His talks, way of living, his involvement in bringing peace and 
reconciliation, his openness towards diversity of life and his care for the poor and 
needy together played a great role in healing the wounded world. The whole world is 
praying for his recovery. We join them and wish the Pope quick healing and to resume 
his wonderful ministry.  
  
UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar 

1. February 20, Thursday, St Joseph’s Elders Forum @ SGOCT Parish Hall 

Next meeting will be on Thursday, March 20, 2025, at SGOCT Parish Hall at 12:00 
noon. 

2. February 24, St Matthew the Evangelist 

  

3. March 02, Sunday, Kothine, ‘Pethurtha’ Sunday of Great Lent 

  

4. March 03 - April 20, Great Lent: Fasting, Abstaining, Noon Prayer online and 
40 Kneeling, Evening Prayer daily at 06:30 pm followed by devotional talk. 

As we have observed in previous years, there will be daily Lenten evening prayer at 
church along with devotional talks. OCYM has opened a Google sheet for our 



members to sign up for devotional talks. Please access the Google link and sign up at 
the earliest. 
  

5. March 08th, English Qurbana on Second Saturdays MGOCSM-hosted Holy 
Liturgy in English’s service will be on March 08th Saturday. Please join.  

  
AREA PRAYER MEETINGS 
We have resumed the weekly prayer meetings after a long break. Though we had 
prayer meetings conducted online during Covid lockdown, the in-person meetings 
have resumed only recently. We request all our area coordinators to reach out to 
families to look for a convenient time and date for weekend prayers. It can be on 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday based on the availability and convenience of hosts and 
participants. 
It will be a graceful fellowship time for our families. 
  
We will be studying the Acts of Apostles for all area prayer meetings. Please go 
through chapter 3, 4 & 5 when we meet for the next area prayer. A compilation of 
the thoughts and discussions shall be shared in the respective groups for us to 
revisit. 
  
Area Prayer Meeting: 
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later. 
  
FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE: 
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services 
  
Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns. 

• Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we 
request all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are 
reserved for children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for 
our volunteers to suggest moving to the front during the service as it would 
cause distraction and noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and 
stair areas as this has raised safety concerns. 



• Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while 
they try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any 
circumstance. 

• Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both 
washrooms. 

• We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the 
back wall. 

  
Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants 
The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count 
of the communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the 
temple, 
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene 
Creed, the machine shall disable. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer. 
  
WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:  
February 09, Sunday - after the refreshment: 

• MGOCSM monthly meeting 

  
LIVE streaming has ceased but can be accessed: We are sorry to inform that the 
services is not available or accessible for public viewing nowadays. The private link 
shall be sent by mail. We gently remind our members, whoever wish to join online to 
send your email ID to the parish office. We encourage all our members to join in 
person. 
  
Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday 
We will be using the English Taksa of Mar Ksosthos this Sunday.    
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world. 
  
Next Week 
March 02, ‘Kothne’ – First Sunday of the Great Lent 
Scriptural Readings: 
OT: Genesis 9:12-21, Exodus 20:7-22, 1 Kings 18:29-46, Joel 2:12-20, Isaiah 58:6-14 
NT: Acts 11:19-26, Ephesians 4:17-32, Holy Gospel St John 2:1-11 
  



 

Yours in Christ 
Thomas John Achen 
Email ID: fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com 
Mobile: (416) 570 -5610  
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