Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

January 26, 2025, Third Sunday after the Feast of Epiphany
Scriptural Readings

OT: Joel 2:21-3:8, Jeremiah 31:1-12

NT: 1 Peter 2:1-10, 1 Corinthians 3:16-4:5, St John 3:1-12

Holy Evangelion: St John 3:1-12

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man
came to Jesus! by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him.” 3Jesus
answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born anew,” he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can
he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” ®Jesus answered, “Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. ¢ That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spiritis
spirit.[!7Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born anew. 8 The wind® blows
where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or
whither it goes; so it is with every one who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him,
“How can this be?” "°Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand this? " Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to
what we have seen; but you do not receive our testimony. 2If | have told you earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things?

Reflections:

Ancient societies had a culture of seeking wisdom beyond human reasoning. Great leaders
were seekers of wisdom which they called philosophy. Their search for wisdom was
prioritized higher than their securing of power.

St John begins the gospel with a briefing of ‘Logos’ which is wisdom from above that
enlightens the whole creation; the world waited for it and it was now here among them.
Logos is translated as word, which does not contain the whole sense of it. Word is to
express or to define, to pose or to interpret, hence word can be understood as everything
conveyable for anything. This is what we understand when the word is uttered through a
voice, action, person, or in writing. We saw all this coming together at Jesus’ baptism.


https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=a2db99fac8&e=e7edd9915e
https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=642acd013f&e=e7edd9915e
https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=341495c6f3&e=e7edd9915e
https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=4be053d5ef&e=e7edd9915e
https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=7189fc0355&e=e7edd9915e

There is also unuttered communication that is sensible. Logos is the word of God that
creates and that becomes too. Word can become anything. The whole universe is about
the word transforming into a being. He said, “Let there be’ (‘Amen’) and it all came into
reality. Only for creating human, the Creator used his hands. For that too, the consent
word, ‘let there be’ was uttered. When the Lord was to raise Lazarus, He only said,
“Lazarus, come out”. If he used His hands to create Lazarus or Adam, His word was
sufficient to recreate or to bring him back to life. To perform miracles, He only had to speak
and it happened.

We can infer that word or logos is the creative energy of God which is the source of
everything, of knowledge, and the science of everything. For all knowledge, one must
search for Logos, which is the true divine wisdom through which mysteries are deciphered,
and new things are invented. ‘Eureka’ was the word uttered by a seeker when he found
something. For all sciences, we call it logia, unknowingly or knowingly intending that every
knowledge is from Logos. Like geology, biology, sociology or anthropology, Theology is
another science or ‘the science’ of God and everything. Spirituality was a part and parcel of
ancient living. There was no conflict between spirituality and social life. It was a balance of
all sciences with an emphasis to theology.

Nicodemus knew that Jesus was not an ordinary rabbi. He came to Jesus as an earnest
seeker of wisdom. Wisdom must be searched and found, not given freely without any
effort. Sages had to be in penance for years to get revelations, as we see in the ancient
systems. They were ready to spend time to search for knowledge. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Pythagoras, Augustine, Desert Fathers like Antony, Makarios, Indian sages - Sri Buddha, Sri
Ramkrishna Paramhansa, Vivekananda, Guru Nanak, Asian teachers like Confucius, they
all spent their life searching for wisdom. We know, how they transformed the world for its
best.

Seeking wisdom is necessary for a successful living. It can take away unnecessary worries,
fears and anxieties. There should be a keenness to get wisdom. It can rule out many
illnesses too. How healthily all these sages lived! They had a balanced life. People always
approached them for advice. Emperors and rulers had wise people in their court. According
to the Holy Scriptures, search for knowledge will take one to God the Word. Hence it is
written, knowing of God is the beginning of wisdom. For a true seeker, the person will have
to be like a child who is truly curious and unassuming, with no prejudice or no
preconditions. Jesus called the disciples to know wisdom, to live well and to enlighten the
whole world. Today’s world has information in surplus and is easy to find but wisdom is
scarce and difficult to find. Hence forwarded messages on social media can entertain or



engage but cannot help much in living a successful life. We are called for a purpose - to
seek God, to seek wisdom, and to make the world a heaven!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:

1. January 21, HG Philipose Mar Eusebios Metropolitan, 16" anniversary,
entombed at Basil Dayara Chapel, Pathanamthitta

2. January 22, Mar Thomas VIIl, 209" anniversary, entombed at St Mary’s O
Cathedral, Puthencavu

3. January 23, Abba Augen the Ascetic

4. January 26, HH Baselios Marthoma Mathews Il Catholicos, 19" anniversary,
entombed at Mount Horeb Ashram Chapel, Sasthamkotta

5. January 26, Paulose Mar Athanasios Metropolitan, Kuttikkattil, 71t anniversary,
entombed at Thrikkunnath Seminary, Alwaye

6. January 26, India Republic Day

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

Clergy Demise:

Rev Fr P M Philipose, a senior priest of Nilackal Diocese, has been taken to heavenly abode
onlJan 22, Friday. Achen had served the Diocese of America earlier. The funeral service
timing is yet to be decided. We keep his soulin prayer.

Vicar’s Holiday Break

We missed a Sunday together. | am in the UAE now, will be travelling to India on Monday Jan
27", As it was used to be, shall be keeping you all in prayer on the Holy Altar. We have a
better and closer connect from the Holy of Holies. It was always like that too. Please keep
me in your valid prayers. Love you all. We see soon. Sincere thanks to respected Liju Achen
for helping us with celebrating the Holy Liturgy on last Sunday.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar

1. February 08, Saturday @08.30am: English Qurbana



MGOCSM-hosted Holy Liturgy in English’s service will begin at 08:30 am and will finish by
09:45 am. Please make use of this opportunity. Note that the MGOCSM will be organising
the Holy Liturgy in English on the second Saturday of every month. This will not replace the
English liturgy on fourth Sundays.

This is open to all. We would also like this to be a space for our young generation to attend
the service with minimum time and to engage in a creative fellowship on weekends.

2. February 10-13, Nineveh Fast - Holy Liturgy on Wed, Feb 12: Evening Prayer at
06:30 pm, Holy Qurbana at 07:30 pm

3. February 20, Thursday, St Joseph’s Elders Forum @ SGOCT Parish Hall

Next meeting will be on Thursday, Feb 20, 2025, at SGOCT Parish Hall at 12:00 noon.

4. March 03 - April 20, Great Lent: Fasting, Abstaining, Noon Prayer online and 40
Kneeling, Evening Prayer daily at 06:30 pm followed by devotional talk.

As we have observed in the previous years, there will be daily Lenten evening prayer at
church along with devotional talks. OCYM has opened a Google sheet for our members to
sign up for devotional talks. Please access the google link and sign up at the earliest.

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS

We have resumed the weekly prayer meetings after a long break. Though we had prayer
meetings conducted online during Covid lockdown, the in-person meetings have resumed
only recently. We request all our area coordinators to reach out to families to look for a
convenient time and date for weekend prayers. It can be on Friday, Saturday or Sunday
based on the availability and convenience of hosts and participants.

It will be a graceful fellowship time for our families.

We will be studying the Acts of Apostles for all area prayer meetings. Please go
through chapter 3, 4 & 5 when we meet for the next area prayer. A compilation of the
thoughts and discussions shall be shared in the respective groups for us to revisit.

Area Prayer Meeting:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.



FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

¢ Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to watch the children and make sure that they don’t touch
the “Fire Alarm Pull Stations” on the wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:

e January 26, Sunday - OCYM meeting after refreshment

LIVE streaming has ceased but can be accessed: We are sorry to inform that the services
is not available or accessible for public viewing nowadays. The private link shall be sent

by mail. We gently remind our members, whoever wish to join online to send your email ID
to the parish office. We encourage all our members to join in person.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Dionysius Barsleebi this Sunday.
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.



Next Week

February 02, Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Mayaltho (Presenting Jesus at the Temple)
Scriptural Readings:

OT: Leviticus 12:1-8, 22:17-23, 2 Samuel 5:1-6; 17-21, Isaiah 10:33-11:10

NT: Acts 24:10-23, Ephesians 3:13-21, Holy Evangelion- St Luke 2:36-40

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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