Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

March 02, 2025, Sunday, Kothne (Wedding at Cana, Pethurtha)

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 9:12-21, Exodus 20:7-22, 1 Kings 18:29-46, Joel 2:12-20, Isaiah 58:6-14
NT: Acts 11:19-26, Ephesians 4:17-32, Holy Gospel St John 2:1-11

Holy Gospel: St John 2:1-11

2 On the third day there was a marriage at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there; 2Jesus also was invited to the marriage, with his disciples. *When the wine gave out,
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” *And Jesus said to her, “O woman,
what have you to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” ®*His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.” *Now six stone jars were standing there, for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and
take it to the steward of the feast.” So they took it. °When the steward of the feast tasted
the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants
who had drawn the water knew), the steward of the feast called the bridegroom ' and said
to him, “Every man serves the good wine first; and when men have drunk freely, then the
poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.” " This, the first of his signs, Jesus did
at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Reflections:

On the third day, water turned to wine. On the third day, He was risen from the dead. If
within three days, water can turn into wine and the dead can be raised to life, what cannot
happen in three days?! The third day is when human capabilities fail and God’s possibilities
act. The Three-day Nineveh Lent was a foretaste of this miraculous transformation possible
for anyone, anything, through God’s will. We enter the Great Lent believing this divine
miraculous possibility that God can bring about to our life and situations.

In the Great Lent, we shall recall a miracle on every Sunday, among several miracles that
Jesus performed. Every year we recall the same special few miracles but each time we
have a different takeaway from the narratives. The real miracle would not be what God can
do, but what change we can have by yielding to the Divine Will. When we look around and
are shocked or startled by incidents that we see or hear happening near or far, it all could
be due to distortions of mind, faith, and understanding. When God made everything, He
found it good as seen in the Genesis statement. Sin caused distortion and confusion,
which went against God’s clear plan and this saddened Him. Perfection turned into



imperfection by human sinning. Sin caused a shift from God-centeredness' to self-
centeredness. The forbidden fruit was the act of replacing God with self or ego. Human
selfishness had the power to invade or encroach God’s space. Since then, humans have
encroached every space thus disillusioning themselves from the original plan. Wherever
we go, we pollute, disfigure, contaminate and litter. All natural resources have been littered.
Covid-19 taught us this and brought to light-the impact of our acts. Everything was clear for
a period during the global lockdown. Atmosphere, nature, environment, everything got
cleansed up to a certain extent. Pollution returned in the post covid phase.

In life, we are always faced with choices. We can either be like the first Adams and Eves,
changing heaven to hell through selfish acts or we can be like Christ-the second Adam and
Mary-the second Eve changing hell to heaven.

Great Lent is for retrospection, reflection, admission of truth and facts with true
repentance and a genuine wish to change - so that God may act in us, and the Holy Spirit
can make possible what is impossible for us. Observing of Lent can be done with the
awareness that everything can be changed on a third day as per God’s will. A third day is
possible for us to celebrate a new beginning, forgetting all the burdens and sorrows of the
past.

When water turned to wine, for the family, humiliation changed to dignity, gloom turned to
joy and human cheers turned to praising and glorifying God. Servants were elated by taking
partin the Divine Scheme. Nobody missed the saving presence of God Almighty. Since
then, they never had to doubt God and His miraculous Providence. Once we see the work
of God with our naked eyes, we will never be in fear or scare, depressed or oppressed, but
victorious and powerful in Spirit. Blessed Lent of the Lord is calling us to see God in
purity of heart as he called his disciples. Let us follow Him. Let us shout like the children,
O Lord, save us now, Hosannah!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
1.February 24, St Matthew the Evangelist

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

Pray for Pope Francis:

Pope Francis, the most influential spiritual leader in the current world, has been admitted
in hospital for treatment after getting caught up with infection. Pope after assuming the



office, has been trying to transform the church to become the light of the world. His talks,
way of living, his involvement in bringing peace and reconciliation, his openness towards
diversity of life and his care for the poor and needy together played a great role in healing
the wounded world. The whole world is praying for his recovery. We join them and wish the
Pope quick healing and to resume his wonderful ministry.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar

1. March 02, Sunday: Subkono service shall be conducted along with the Holy
Qurbana, Lenten evening prayer will start in the evening at 06:50 pm

2. March 03 - April 20, Great Lent: Fasting, Abstaining, @12:00 Noon Prayer online
and 40 Kneeling, Evening Prayer daily at 06:50 pm followed by devotional talk.

As we have observed in previous years, there will be daily Lenten evening prayer at church
along with devotional talks. OCYM has opened a Google sheet for our members to sign up.
We have a few slots left for the devotional talk. Please access the Google link and sign up
at the earliest.

3. March 08", English Qurbana on Second Saturdays MGOCSM-hosted Holy Liturgy in
English’s service will be on March 08" Saturday. Please join.

4. March 20", Thursday - St Joseph’s Elders Forum @ SGOCT Parish Hall

Next meeting will be on Thursday, March 20, 2025, at SGOCT Parish Hall at 12:00 noon.

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

e Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.



o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

e Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants
The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking
count of the communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon
entering the temple, please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware
that after the Nicene Creed, the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be
done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
March 02, Sunday - after the refreshment:

e Choir monthly meeting

LIVE streaming has ceased but can be accessed: We are sorry to inform that the services
is not available or accessible for public viewing nowadays. The private link shall be sent

by mail. We gently remind our members, whoever wish to join online to send your email ID
to the parish office. We encourage all our members to join in person.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Osthathios this Sunday.
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

March 09, ‘Garbo- Leper’— Second Sunday of the Great Lent

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 7:6-19, Jeremiah 50:4-7;15:15-21, Isaiah 33:2-9

NT: Acts 9:22-31, Romans 3:27-4:5, Holy Gospel St Luke 5:12-16, 4:40-41

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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