Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

January 05, 2025, Second Sunday after Yaldo

Scriptural Readings

OT: Genesis 37:1-4, 1 Samuel 2:18-21, Psalms 45:1-17

NT: 1 John 3:21-24, Hebrews 11:23-31

Holy Evangelion: St Matthew 2:19-23

9But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, 2 “Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 2' And he rose and took the child and his mother, and
went to the land of Israel. 2But when he heard that Archela'us reigned over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there and being warned in a dream he withdrew to
the district of Galilee. 22 And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

Reflections:

‘Chase your dream’, has been a message by motivational experts for a life of success and
achievements. Throughout the Bible, we see the Holy Spirit speaking to people and
individuals through prophets and elects asking them to follow the guidance. Messages
from God are revealed through dreams or prophesies. Whoever listened to these divine
messages instead of heeding to human logic, were able to achieve great things and
overcame challenges, which in their normal thinking would have been hard to
comprehend. The life of Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebecca, Jacob & Rachel, Joseph,
Moses & Aaron, kings and queens like David and Sheba, judges like Gideon, prophets and
apostles are examples of those who chased their dreams and revelations and achieved
great things for God. They all succeeded when it was almost impossible. The big catch of
fish after yielding to the Risen Lord’s command revealed to the disciples that their Lord’s
loving voice earned them better results than their years of experience.

Joseph was a carpenter who had nothing special to claim. He must have led a life like us
until the moment when he was inducted into the mission of redemption and thus began a
series of visitations, dreams, visions and revelations. We know nothing about his past life
and hence we cannot negate or deny the possibility of revelatory encounters in previous
years. He took the visitation with due understanding and importance; he prioritized to act
accordingly. Had Joseph not acted on time, he would not have been there as a key person
in the incarnation process and history could have been different. But we’d never know as
God has his mysterious ways to guide around situations. We see in this passage how at one



moment - the divine guidance to the Holy Family was for them to go to Israel, and soon
after — the plans changed and they were asked to go to Galilee.

Realising our role as God'’s children who are called to carry out the divine legacy and as his
disciples to follow up the gospel ministry could be the initial phase. Here, one would start
receiving divine revelations and may have unusual encounters. An ordinary life would
require only the daily bread, which the Lord would provide. For those living a frugal life,
receiving such daily bread is nothing short of a miraculous providence. Millions of people
are unable to get daily food and water easily. They struggle hard to have their daily needs
met. Whereas those who have resources take things for granted and may never see their
daily bread as a miracle. Only when we start the mission assigned to us or expected of us,
would we see the miraculous hands of God working through various ways and situations.
Then onwards, life would be transformed. There will be joy and excitement every day,
through every moment. We see only God and everything we get will be revelations. There
won’t be defeat, failure, sorrow, sadness, fear, gloom, depression, but only the winning
hands of God. Here we would then understand what St Paul meant when he said, “Rejoice,
rejoice and say thanks!”

Joseph did not have an easy life. He went through hardships that were more of internal
struggles. However, his life was rich with visions, presence of angels, harmony with the rest
of creation and a feeling of wonderful fellowship with everyone. Pain will never be viewed as
pain, but as a way to the crown. Every different path maybe a new beginning yet we are not
to fear, as God will enable us to find calm amidst chaos. As God’s children, we have a
mission and a role that is greater than life. Once we begin that mission, nothing can stop
us. Let us keenly listen, ‘Thus says the Lord’!!! Let there be a new life in the new year!!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:

January 03, HH Baselios Gevarghese I, 61 anniversary, entombed at Devalokam
Aramana Chapel, Kottayam

January 05 Sunday, requesting your kind attention as there are two services on the
same day:

e Regular Sunday HQ in the morning: Morning Prayer at 08:00 am, 30 minutes earlier
than usual Sundays, followed by Holy Qurbana

e The Liturgy of Epiphany (Danaha Perunnal) in the evening: Evening prayer at 05:30
pm followed by the Liturgy of Danaha and Holy Qurbana.



e If we are unable to attend both the services, itis requested to participate in the
Danaha service in the evening. Please don’t miss it.

Scripture Reading

Blessing of the water

OT: Numbers 20:1-11, 2Kings 2:19-25, Isaiah 12:1-6

NT: Acts 8:35-40, Hebrews 10:15-25, StJohn 4:4-42

Holy Qurbana

OT: Genesis 24:1-28, 2 Samuel 23:13-17, Judges 15:10-20, 2 Kings 2:19-25, Zachariah 6:9-
15, Daniel 12:5-9, Jeremiah 17:5-13, Ezekiel 47:1-9, Isaiah 12:1-6

NT: Acts 8:26-40, Titus 2:11-3:7, 1 Timothy 1:17, St Luke 3:15-22

Clergy Demise:

Rev Fr Dr George Koshy, one of the senior priests of the Northeast American Diocese, has
departed for his heavenly abode on January 1°t. Achen has contributed much towards the
progress and growth of the American Diocese. He was serving the St George Orthodox
Church of Westchester, NY. May the Lord comfort Achen’s soul. We pray that the Lord give
strength and hope to the parish and family members. Our deepest condolences.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar

Handing over of MC 2025 was on Dec 31 evening after the New Year Liturgy.

As our practice, the handing over of MC 2025 was done after the new Year Liturgy on De
31%t. Sincere thanks and high appreciation to Varghese Daniel, Sonny Thomas, Biju Mathew,
Binu Joshua, Gijo Peter, Manu Abraham, Preveen Joseph Jacob, Shibu Cherian, Suna
Cherian, Emil Kuruvilla and Sanjeev Abraham for all their dedication, hard work, excellent
coordination and leadership. May God reward their hard work. Welcome Shibu Cherian,
George M George, Aji John, Alex Chandy, Biju Mathew, Emil Kuruvilla, Mini Thomas, Robi
Rajan, Varghese Daniel, Alex George and Pappachen Babu. May God empower them
through Holy Spirit to carry out their responsibilities for the glory of His holy Name and for
the progress of our community.

January 09 Thursday, St Joseph’s Elders Forum @ SGOCT Parish Hall
Next meeting tentatively scheduled for Thursday Jan 09, 2025, at SGOCT Parish Hall at
12:00 noon.

January 11, Saturday @08.30am: English Qurbana
MGOCSM-hosted Holy Liturgy in English’s service will begin at 08:30 am and will finish by



09:45 am. Please make use of this opportunity. Note that the MGOCSM will be organising
the Holy Liturgy in English on the second Saturday of every month. This will not replace the
English liturgy on fourth Sundays.

This is open to all. We would also like this to be a space for our young generation to attend
the service with minimum time and to engage in a creative fellowship on weekends.

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS

We have resumed the weekly prayer meetings after a long break. Though we had prayer
meetings conducted online during Covid lockdown, the in-person meetings have resumed
only recently. We request all our area coordinators to reach out to families to look for a
convenient time and date for weekend prayers. It can be on Friday, Saturday or Sunday
based on the availability and convenience of hosts and participants.

It will be a graceful fellowship time for our families.

We will be studying the Acts of Apostles for all area prayer meetings. Please go through
chapter 3, 4 & 5 when we meet for the next area prayer. A compilation of the thoughts and
discussions shall be shared in the respective groups for us to revisit.

Area Prayer Meeting this week:

Saturday January 04, 2025 @ 04:00 pm

Host: Shibu Koshy Samuel (S-36) and family held at the Party Room on the Ground Floor.
Address: 4450 Tucana Court, Mississauga, ON L5R 3R4

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

e Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.



o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
January 05, Sunday - SGOCT Choir monthly meeting

LIVE streaming has ceased but can be accessed: We are sorry to inform that the services
is not available or accessible for public viewing nowadays. The private link shall be sent

by mail. We gently remind our members, whoever wish to join online to send your email ID
to the parish office. We encourage all our members to join in person.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Abraham this Sunday.

May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week:

January 05, First Sunday after Epiphany

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 25:19-34, 2 Kings 3:13, 20-25, 5:9-15, Isaiah 49:7-13
NT: Acts 2:37-47, Ephesians 1:3-14, St Matthew 4:12-22

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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