
Dearly Beloved, 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
  
February 09, 2025, Fifth Sunday after the Feast of Epiphany 
Scriptural Readings 
OT: Genesis 9:12-21, Joshua 4:4-9, Psalms 29:1-11 
NT: Acts 9:12-21, 2 Corinthians 4:1-6, St Mark 1:12-20 
  
Holy Evangelion: St Mark 1:12-20 
12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to 
him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the 
gospel.” 
16 And passing along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon 
casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and 
I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zeb′edee and John his brother, 
who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them; and they left 
their father Zeb′edee in the boat with the hired servants, and followed him. 
  
  
Reflections: 
Jesus was a guru who allowed himself to face tests and temptations in his most human 
form, so that He would go through them and would win while setting an example for 
everyone to follow. When we see leaders and masters fail, as they yield to corruption, greed 
and selfish ambitions, as they try to establish their own kingdom by using and misusing 
theirs and others’ talents and resources, the reason is clear, that they were not tested and 
proven. The measuring rod that society or an electing system uses is probably not the most 
ideal. In everything, we see a marketing strategy to boost, to manipulate, to brainwash, to 
impress, to glorify and to go viral. Tactics cannot make a system or person overcome 
challenges and temptations. The real essence of person is revealed in moments of tests. 
  
The Messiah was not free from tests and temptations. He emptied himself before coming 
into the human womb. He did not attempt for another possibility in this world. He opted for 
the cross and suffering. It was his mission and goal. Hence, he did not have to look for 
worldly comfort and power. If he wanted anything of the world, he would have chosen a 



different set of disciples who could fight for him to establish a worldly empire. He wanted 
fighters, not against flesh and blood but against powers and dominions of the evil world. He 
made Himself strong against satanic forces and wanted to equip his followers the same 
way. He knew, faith will bring miracles and thus the church would become the most 
powerful system. Hence, He wanted the church to be free from worldly goals and 
ambitions. We have seen this in the past and now also. Faith, when corrupt becomes the 
anti-Christ. 
  
We have been called to choose the cross and its sufferings to bring heaven to the world. If 
our goals divert to the world and its lure, we will become anti-Christs. We may be able to 
buy and sell nations and peoples, resources and skills, whether it is natural intelligence or 
AI. We don’t need to have miraculous powers to pray and transform stones to bread, to 
jump and be saved by angels, to bow down to Satan to earn the whole world and its glories. 
  
Christ chose to call forth ordinary people for His ministry. This was core to Him and there 
was no provision for him to become a conman with power. Surrounded by wild beasts and 
temptations, He chose to focus on His Father’s calling. We are called to be conjoiners of 
His cross to allow angels to minister to us and the Holy Spirit to transform the dead and 
decayed to resurrect and to enjoy eternity and the never-ending joy of pure life. 
  
FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES: 

1. February 03, Mar Barsauma & Abba Antony 

2. February 08, Mar Abo, entombed at Marth Mariyam OC, Thevalakkara 

3. February 09, HG Mathews Mar Epiphanios Metropolitan, 16th anniversary, 
entombed at St Thomas Cathedral, Kollam 

4. February 09, Pethurtha Sunday of Nineveh Fast 

  
FROM OUR LAST UPDATE: 
Condolence 
We express our deepest condolences on the passing away of Mrs. Mercy Iype, beloved 
mother of our member, Sona Jeebo , wife of Jeebo Mathews (Church Directory J O6) on 
Tuesday, February 04, 2025, morning in Vadodara, Gujarat at the age of 76.  She is the wife 
of late Mr. V.S. Iype. 
She is survived by daughters: Lini Sunil, Sona Jeebo and Roopa Siju. 
Sons-in-law: Sunil Philipose, Jeebo Mathews and Siju Mathews 



Grandchildren: Sharon Sunil, Joyce Sunil, Riya Jeebo, Alaina Jeebo, Noel Siju and Neha 
Siju. 
  
Funeral service will be conducted on Saturday February 08, 2025 at 11:00 AM with viewing 
and prayers at the residence Vraj Vihar Society , Behind Raneshwar temple, Vasna Road, 
Vadodara -07 starting at 08:00 am followed by the burial service at the cemetery ; 
Punuratthan Park, Opposite Sharon Church, Beside Passport Office, Near New Era Higher 
Secondary School,  Nizampura  , Vadodara  Cemetery at 12:00 pm. 
Sona has travelled to India to join the service. May the Lord comfort the departed soul and 
give strength and hope to the bereaving family members. We share the sorrow and keep 
them in our prayers. 
  
Vicar’s Holiday Break 
We missed three Sundays together. I have had a busy and nice time in India, mostly with 
the local parish life, visiting, meeting and interacting with family members and 
friends.  Sincere thanks to respected Sijo Achen for helping us with celebrating the Holy 
Liturgy on last two Sundays. We are connected by prayers and sacraments. May the Lord 
continue blessing us through his graces and mercies. 
  
UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar 

1. English Qurbana in February has been cancelled. 

MGOCSM-hosted Holy Liturgy in English’s service will resume in March. Sincere apology for 
any inconvenience this may cause to our regular participants. 
  

2. February 10-13, Nineveh Fast - Holy Liturgy on Wed, Feb 12: Evening Prayer at 
06:30 pm, Holy Qurbana at 07:30 pm 

  
3.MMVS Canada Diocese-Nineveh Lent Chain Prayer : Canada Diocese MMVS is 
conducting a one-day chain prayer meeting Nineveh Lenten.  It will be held starting 
February 10 @ 7:00 PM through February 11@ 7:00 PM. Request everyone to join through 
the virtual platform.  Google sheet and virtual meeting link will be provided soon.  This 
information about the  Nineveh Lent Chain Prayer is provided to other priests  in our region. 
Few of our MMVS members will be coming together to our church for the Nineveh Lent 
Chain Prayer on Tuesday, February 11th between 6:00 PM and 8:00 PM.  Please contact 
Diocese General Secretary Anni Varghese or Parish Secretary Suna Cherian for more 



information. 
  

3. February 20, Thursday, St Joseph’s Elders Forum @ SGOCT Parish Hall 

Next meeting will be on Thursday, Feb 20, 2025, at SGOCT Parish Hall at 12:00 noon. 
  

4. March 03 - April 20, Great Lent: Fasting, Abstaining, Noon Prayer online and 40 
Kneeling, Evening Prayer daily at 06:30 pm followed by devotional talk. 

As we have observed in previous years, there will be daily Lenten evening prayer at church 
along with devotional talks. OCYM has opened a Google sheet for our members to sign up 
for devotional talks. Please access the Google link and sign up at the earliest. 
  
AREA PRAYER MEETINGS 
  
We have resumed the weekly prayer meetings after a long break. Though we had prayer 
meetings conducted online during Covid lockdown, the in-person meetings have resumed 
only recently. We request all our area coordinators to reach out to families to look for a 
convenient time and date for weekend prayers. It can be on Friday, Saturday or Sunday 
based on the availability and convenience of hosts and participants. 
It will be a graceful fellowship time for our families. 
  
We will be studying the Acts of Apostles for all area prayer meetings. Please go 
through chapter 3, 4 & 5 when we meet for the next area prayer. A compilation of the 
thoughts and discussions shall be shared in the respective groups for us to revisit. 
  
Area Prayer Meeting: 
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later. 
  
FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE: 
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services 
  
Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns. 

• Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request 
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for 
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to 
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and 



noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised 
safety concerns. 

• Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they 
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance. 

• Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both 
washrooms. 

• We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back 
wall. 

  
Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants 
The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the 
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple, 
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed, 
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer. 
  
WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:  
February 09, Sunday - after the refreshment: 

• MMVS monthly meeting 

  
LIVE streaming has ceased but can be accessed: We are sorry to inform that the services 
is not available or accessible for public viewing nowadays. The private link shall be sent 
by mail. We gently remind our members, whoever wish to join online to send your email ID 
to the parish office. We encourage all our members to join in person. 
  
Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday 
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Ksostos this Sunday.    
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world. 
  
Next Week 
February 16, Kohene (All Departed Clergies) 
Scriptural Readings: 
OT: Numbers 20:23-29, Deuteronomy 34:1-8, Job 14:7-22, Joshua 24:28-33, Wisdom of 
Solomon 4:7-16, Isaiah 65:13-20 
NT: Acts 20:26-38, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, Holy Gospel St Matthew 24:42-51 
  



Yours in Christ 
Thomas John Achen 
Email ID: fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com 
Mobile: (416) 570 5610 
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