Dearly Beloved,

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

March 09, 2025, Second Sunday of the Great Lent, ‘Garbo’ -Healing the Leper
Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 7:6-19, Jeremiah 50:4-7;15:15-21, Isaiah 33:2-9

NT: Acts 9:22-31, Romans 3:27-4:5, Holy Gospel St Luke 5:12-16, 4:40-41

Holy Gospel: St Luke 5:12-16, 4:40-41

2While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy; and when he saw
Jesus, he fell on his face and besought him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me

clean.” ®And he stretched out his hand, and touched him, saying, “l will; be clean.” And
immediately the leprosy left him. *And he charged him to tell no one; but “go and show
yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a
proof to the people.”™ 1 But so much the more the report went abroad concerning him; and
great multitudes gathered to hear and to be healed of their infirmities. * But he withdrew to
the wilderness and prayed.

“Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various
diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed
them. 4 And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he
rebuked them, and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the
Christ.

Reflections:

Jesus was a teacher, a guru - of no parallel. He spent time in conversations with people
around him and usually a situation would then evolve — where a miracle would

occur. When we rearrange the letters of the word ‘miracle’, we get the word ‘reclaim’. A
miracle can thus be seen as reclaiming the original form or moving on to a better situation.
Jesus’ miracles took place where there was a lacking, or a healing from an illness, or a
major transformation to the simple things before people’s eyes. Water turned to wine, the
blind saw, the lame leapt, the dumb spoke and the possessed broke shackles. Miracles
happened then and there, and now —to people who the listeners would have known or seen
among them within their community. It was thus, easy and believable for them as they
could relate to the healing, the healer and the healed, as they witnessed — a
transformation from what they had known to be to what Christ wanted to be.

As the Son of God, the Saviour and the Messiah, it was possible for Christ to heal anyone


https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=8d2ec218ca&e=e7edd9915e

anytime anywhere, without spending time talking. There was no time to lose. His ministry
was to be rolled out during his time among us. Nothing was impossible for him. From all the
gospel narrations, we can understand that as a preacher of the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus
preferred to teach. Talking and listening can lead to a transformation of mood, mindset,
views and goals. What happens within a person can have a visible outcome, either as a
healing or as a case of rising above a situation. Most leaders in spiritual, political or secular
fields, have brought about changes through their talks —filled with fervour, ideas and
exhortation. We also realise the significance of having teachings or events documented as
they can transform minds of any age, any culture and can be easily shared among

people. A change in mentality can give birth to a miracle. A good word can resurrect
from death. Such is the power of words.

As seen in the book of Genesis, what the Lord said, that happened. Jesus asked the
disciples to use their faith and utter a word, it would come about to be. Words when uttered
as commands would work miracles in any situation. ‘Peace! Be still’- and the storm was
stilled. Arise, little girl’- and Jairus’ daughter was healed. Good talks can lead to perfect
healing. We have often heard that beyond the medication and treatment that a doctor
prescribes, when they speak empathetically to their patients, the healing can take place
sooner. Words of earnest compassion are more powerful than medicines of the right
dosage.

Here in the text, a leper came to Jesus seeking healing. Jesus told him, “l am willing; be
healed”. Healing came after hearing the word Jesus said. A true willingness and a choice of
words can do a lot more than what science and technology can provide but they should
come from an honest and loving heart. Everybody was appreciative of the way Jesus spoke.
We have a lot of conversations everyday. By knowing the power of words, we can choose
words wisely with a touch of God. The Lord has commanded us to go to the ends of the
world and preach. Language and ability to talk are gifts from God for us to find heaven
on earth. As He commanded, the key to heaven is with us. With a new awareness of our
calling and with the gift of the Spirit given to us, we shall start speaking to heal and to
resurrect. Satan would stay away, heaven will be on our tongue tip and a new world can be
created. May we submit to this great ministry. O’ Holy Spirit, kindly empower us.

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
1. March 08, Commemoration of St Ephrem & Mar Theodoros the Martyr

2. 40 Martyrs of Sebastia



3. HG Geevarghese Mar Coorilos Metropolitan Ambattu, 134" anniversary,
entombed at Cheriyapally, Angamaly

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar

1. March 03 - April 20, Great Lent: Fasting, Abstaining, @12:00 Noon Prayer online
and 40 Kneeling, Evening Prayer daily at 06:50 pm followed by devotional talk.

As we have observed in previous years, there will be daily Lenten evening prayer at church
along with devotional talks. Links to offices of prayer have been posted in parish and
church organisations WhatsApp groups. Please join.

2. English Qurbana on Saturday, March 08 has been cancelled, as on that day, the
First-year memorial service of Very Rev Ramban Lazarus Cor Episcopa OIC will
be conducted, organised by St. John’s Orthodox Church, Hamilton.We regret
any inconvenience caused. Updates to follow.

3. Logo Contest for the Diocese of Canada: The contest is open for all members.
The selected logo will be the official logo of the new Diocese. Guidelines and
details have been posted in the parish WhatsApp group. Please give it a try. Last
date of submission will be March 31%'.

4. March 09, Sunday, OVBS Lamp Lighting after the Holy Qurbana
5. March 12-16, OVBS, 08:30 am - 03:30 pm, Theme: ‘Let us Pray’ (St Luke 11:1)
6. March 20", Thursday - St Joseph’s Elders Forum @ SGOCT Parish Hall

Next meeting will be on Thursday, March 20, 2025, at SGOCT Parish Hall at 12:00 noon.

7. March 22, Saturday, MMVS Blood Donation, Sign Up Sheet is open. Please join
and support

8. March 30 Sunday, MMVS Pickle Sale. Preparation at the church will be on Mar
29" during the morning hours.



9. May 11" Sunday, MMMVS Bake Sale

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:

March 09, Sunday -

After the Holy Liturgy: OVBS Lamp Lighting
After the refreshment:

MMVS monthly meeting



LIVE streaming has ceased but can be accessed: We are sorry to inform that the services
is not available or accessible for public viewing nowadays. The private link shall be sent

by mail. We gently remind our members, whoever wish to join online to send your email ID
to the parish office. We encourage all our members to join in person.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Osthathios this Sunday.
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

March 16, ‘Mshario’ Healing the Paralysed - Third Sunday of the Great Lent
Scriptural Readings:

OT: Ezekiel 33:23-34:12, Amos 4:9-5:4, 2 Chronicles 1:12-17, Micah 2:1-

8, Deuteronomy 31:19-30, Isaiah 5:20-25

NT: Acts 28:17-28, Romans 5:1-11, Holy Gospel St Mark 2:1-12

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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