
Dearly Beloved, 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
  
April 13, 2025, Hosannah Sunday 
Scriptural Readings: 
Old Testament : Genesis 49:8-15, Leviticus 23:33-39, Job 26:1-4, 2 Samuel 6:1-7, Judges 
9:7-15, Proverbs 16:13-25, 1:20-30, Joel 3:16-21, 1 Kings 8:1-6, Micah 4:1-5, Zephaniah 3:9-
20, Jeremiah 30:18-22, Hosea 8:14-9:7, Daniel 3:7-11, Isaiah 52:7-12 
New Testament : 1 John 2:7-17, Romans 11:13-24, Holy Gospel St John 12:12-19 
  
Holy Gospel: St John 12:12-19 
12 The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 
And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, 
15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass’s colt!” 
16 His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd 
that had been with him when he called Laz′arus out of the tomb and raised him from the 
dead bore witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he 
had done this sign. 19 The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see that you can do 
nothing; look, the world has gone after him.” 
  
Reflections: 
This could be one of the short scriptural texts for Sunday gospel. Through a few verses, a 
great message is conveyed. The text is about the triumphant entry of the Lord into the 
Temple. It was not only an entry into the temple but into the administrative space of a 
popular religion where all the power converged. The life of the people of this place was 
decided by the law makers of this religion. 
  
Jesus never claimed that he was the Messiah. He did not take any glory or praise for 
Himself. The one who was seated on high had every reason to look for positions of power 
and pride, yet He did not even look for such lofty seats. With a low profile while giving all 
glory to His Heavenly Father, His sight was set on the needy. He never allowed anyone to 
reveal his Messianic identity. While at the temple, He preferred to be unnoticed. The 
greatest mystery is that He was the One worshipped on the Altar by everyone without 
recognizing that the One they were worshipping was sitting there with them! His ways were 
unimaginable for the people of then and now. 



  
In this passage, for the first time Jesus allowed Himself to be recognized and welcomed 
with acts of celebration and shouts of praise. He received a hero’s welcome which largely 
upset the lawmakers. Now had come the time to reveal the Messianic Mystery. It was 
recognized by infants, the weak, the innocent and the powerless. The voiceless were 
heard for the first time. No-one could silence them. Such was their conviction. They did 
not need anyone’s permission to shout with joy. They had never felt so liberated. Never in 
history had someone come riding on a colt without a royal attire yet receiving a glorious 
welcome. The appearance did not matter here. The person who made a true difference in 
their lives now took the center stage. The people had had enough of the leaders and their 
laws. Here was one – who was Love – in everything that He did. The disciples who had 
always been fearful and weak, were now able to face the world openly as a declaration for 
the One for whom they were dedicating their life. The trumpet of victory sounded. With this 
shout, seats of power got shaken. It was like an earthquake hitting the royal palace. The 
moment the Messianic mystery was revealed, the plot to kill him began. As He proceeded 
to the temple, He knew that He was walking toward his death. The next day, he was taken 
and killed. Before He left though, He made sure that there would be a kingdom of God with 
all the poor and needy, and the meek in spirit would be organized for a new mission without 
bloodshed, through nonviolence, by arming themselves with prayer and love. They took 
upon themselves His mission to fulfill the Kingdom, not the powerful. They had nothing to 
lose. They knew of a life with minimum requirements and needs but which was joyful and 
contented. They spread the gospel without any material wishes. Thus, the church was 
born, hence it was never shaken with scarcities and persecutions. 
  
Jesus did not rule over them but He abided in everyone’s heart through His love and peace. 
Nobody and nothing could take away their conviction and commitment. This entry to the 
temple should remind us of one fact. Nothing can stop his second coming. He shall come 
with all glory. On that great day, all the weak and vulnerable will be voicing out to Him and 
nothing would stop them. The voiceless and weak will have their space in that great 
occurrence where the powerful and wicked will be silent. 
  
The joy we have is this, that we serve this Lord, the Messiah, the true God. Let us throw 
away all fears and constraints and shout ‘Hosannah, Lord save us Now’!!! Whom we 
serve is the Eternal King! He loves and cares for us! Let us minister Him. Hosannah!!! 
  
FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES: 



• April 07, Valiya Mar Dionysius Metropolitan (Marthoma VI), 217th anniversary, 
entombed at Puthencavu Cathedral. 

• April 11, 40th Friday (Holy Liturgy was celebrated on Thursday April 10th evening). 

• April 12, Lazarus Saturday, Morning Prayer 08:00 am, Holy Qurbana 08:30 am, 
Lenten Retreat 10:30 am, Devotional Talk by Mr. Sam Kurian (Co Ordinator, 
Ecumenical Relations Dept, Diocese of Canada). 

• April 12, H G Geevarghese Mar Ivanios Metropolitan, 12th anniversary, entombed at 
Njaliyakuzhy Mar Baselios Dayara 

  
Annamma Eppachan- Funeral Service was conducted on April 05th Saturday at St. 
Gregorios  Orthodox Church of Toronto 
We thank all our respected Achens, MC members, parish members, various organisations, 
family members, friends, members from other communities, Altar Servers, Choir, all well 
wishers for their leadership, coordination, participation and prayers. May the Lord comfort 
her soul and give strength to family members. 
 Condolence: 
We express our deepest condolence on the passing away of Mrs. Leelamma John, 81 years, 
beloved mother of Happymol Mary John, mother-in-law of Binu Abraham, grand mother of 
Steve and Sam (Dir Ref B 10) on April 09th Wednesday. The funeral service will be conducted 
on April 12 Saturday at St Mary’s Orthodox Church, Nalanchira. 
Binu and Happymol have managed to travel to India. 
We pray for the departed soul and for the family in grief. May the Lord comfort the departed 
soul and give strength to all family members. We remain in the hope of resurrection and in 
the new life to come. 
 FROM OUR LAST UPDATE: 

• Lenten Noon Prayer online – a blessed closure on Thursday. Sincere thanks to 
OCYM for organizing the prayer with no interruption, no hassle. Thanks to all our 
members who assisted with response each day, thanks to all the participants who 
joined the prayers either from home or from workplace. Thanks to Suna Cherian for 
handling the link and scheduling the turn for all members who assisted. It was a 
journey we made together. We continue this spiritual journey of our community with 
the Lord together as one family of Christ. 

• UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar 

• March 03 - April 20, Great Lent: Fasting, Abstaining, @12:00 Noon Prayer online 
and 40 Kneeling, Evening Prayer daily at 06:50 pm followed by devotional talk.  



       1. As we have observed in previous years, there will be daily Lenten evening prayer at 
church along with devotional talks.  
 Links to offices of prayer have been posted in parish and church organisations 
WhatsApp groups. Please join. 
   2. . April 13-20, Holy Week 
April 13: Palm Sunday: 08:30 am Morning Prayer, 09:30 am Holy Qurbana, 10:30 am 
Hosannah Liturgy and blessing of the Leaves, 11:30 am, Remaining part of Holy Qurbana, 
12:30 Dispersal, Refreshment. Please bring Flowers for Hosannah Liturgy, each family 
requested to bring one flower stem. 
3. April 16, Wednesday: Pesaha Service, 06:30 pm Evening Prayer followed by Holy 
Qurbana. Please participate in offering Pesaha Appam Nercha; contact the parish office. 
4. April 17: Maundy Thursday 
5. April 18: Great Friday, 08:30 am Morning Prayer followed by daily offices of prayer, 
Procession of the Way of the Cross, Veneration of the Cross, 03:30 pm Bitter Juice, 
Dispersal, Refreshment 
6.  Great Friday, Night vigil after evening prayer till Saturday morning prayer. 
7. April 19: Gospel Saturday, 08:30 am Morning Prayer, 09:30 am Holy Qurbana. Please 
bring names of all our beloved departed for 
remembrance,11:00am.Dispersal,Refreshments, Preparations for Easter 
8.  April 20: Resurrection Sunday: 06:00 am Night Prayer (Liliyo) and Easter 
Announcement, 07:15 am Morning Prayer, 08:15 am Easter (Kyomtho) Liturgy, Procession, 
Elevation, 09:15 am Holy Qurbana, 11:00 am, Kiss of Peace (Shubkono), Dispersal, 
Refreshments  
9. St Joseph’s Elders Forum Next meeting will be on Thursday, April 24, 2025, at Mandarin 
@ Queen’s Plate Dr at 12:00 noon. 
  
10.  Feast of St George: April 26 Saturday, 06:30 pm Evening Prayer, 07:30 pm Devotional 
Address, 08:00 pm Holy Procession, 09:00 pm Benediction, Dispersal, Refreshments. April 
27 Sunday: 08:30 am Morning Prayer, 09:30 am Holy Qurbana, 10:30 am Intercession of St 
George, 11:30 am Dispersal, Refreshments 
  
11.  May 11, Sunday:  MMVS Bake Sale  
AREA PRAYER MEETINGS: 
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later. 
  
FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE: 
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services 



  
Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns. 

• Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request 
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for 
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to 
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and 
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised 
safety concerns. 

• Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they 
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance. 

• Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both 
washrooms. 

• We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back 
wall. 

  
Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants 
The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the 
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple, 
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed, 
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer. 
   
LIVE streaming has been reactivated: Sunday Holy Liturgy Live Streaming is now 
available. 
  
Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday 
We will be using the Taksa of 12 Apostles this Sunday  
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Thomas John Achen 
Email ID: fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com 
Mobile: (416) 570 5610 
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