Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

April 20, 2025, Resurrection Sunday

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Exodus 40:17-23, Numbers 10:1-10,1 Samuel 21:2-7, Judges 6:11-16, Joel 2:21-32,
Nahum 2:1-8, Daniel 6:18-24, Isaiah 60:11-16, 61:10-62:5

NT: Acts 2:22-43, 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, St Mark 16:1-8

Holy Gospel:

16 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Mag'dalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salo'me, bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first
day of the week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. 3And they were saying to
one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?” # And looking
up, they saw that the stone was rolled back—it was very large. ®And entering the tomb, they
saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were

amazed. ®And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has risen, he is not here; see the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as he told
you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had
come upon them; and they said nothing to any one, for they were afraid.

Reflections:

Forty days of preparation during the great lent has given way to a more intense Christ
experience as we enter the Paschal Week. There’s a saying: good things happen bit by bit
but once in a full moon, when bad things happen, they come altogether. Looking at the
events that took place in the life of Christ during the Passover days, one would think, He
was the least fortunate, the unluckiest person. For Him, each day brought with it - more
problems and issues.

When a person is taken to custody, there will be provision for a bail, formal court
proceedings, chances of getting acquitted or a sentencing, at a minimum. But when Jesus
was captured, it went against all norms and conventional proceedings because everything
was premeditated with a decided outcome that He would be killed, no matter what. It was
then necessary for them to find namesake reasons to only convict and kill. The whole
system worked in unison for this execution —religious leaders, judges, community, law and
order — everything was designed in a way in that week to ensure that Christ would not come



out alive. He had a mother waiting at home for His return. He had companions and friends
following him to see if He would be treated well and given some preference, if not, at least a
justful treatment. A huge crowd followed Him, expecting His return, hoping that He would
work a miracle in His own life to reverse the situation as they were desperate to have Him in
their life. But nothing went as per their wish as the script of His death was already written
and approved. All that was required was to reach a conclusion without delay. Enemies
became friends, a warning in a dream went unheeded, a known ruler washed his hands in
public, leaders with big egos huddled in small spaces to make sure that their plan
remained tight and unrevealed. They hardened up their feelings and they blinded their
sight. If they allowed any drop of mercy or light in their life at that time, this would spoil their
plot. They also feared that if the crowd remained together any longer, there would be
reason, riot and revolt against the system for His release which would mess up their plans
thus causing complete chaos and anarchy.

Why was such injustice meted out to Jesus? If Barabbas the dacoit could get some mercy,
why was it was not given to Jesus? If we analyze the Genesis’ account of creation, we would
see how God created everything including humans, giving them the right to live by using
their God-given wisdom in each area. For humans, He gave His image and likeness which
was the image with free will and freedom. Even when they were sinning, doing their own
will, God did not hold them back. It was the Creator’s way of assuring that the human free
will was given by him. The cost for this was suffering and death of the Son of God, the Co
Creator. The same free will was assured when they were executing their plan to kill the
Messiah. There was a salvation plan for the Lord. But this was also a reminder about how
we should use our free will and how careful we should be. If misused, even God could be
killed.

Jesus’ mission was to convince people and make them aware of their roles and
responsibilities as God’s sons and daughters. The story of the wise virgins is an example. If
we do not use our talents and wisdom on time we may lose our inheritance, the Paradise.
Jesus was God; He was not defeated, the ultimate victory was His. Still, those who misused
their free will lost their way and were responsible for the killing of the most virtuous person
ever lived. They stand as judges for themselves in this regard. They are thrown into hell by
their own actions which is like giving themselves to worms and fire. Only the Messiah can
heal their burns.

Easter is the resurrection from our own misconceptions of power, authority, freedom and
ownership. We rise above to free ourselves from all selfish whims and fancies working in us
that mislead us to wrong decisions and incorrect alliances. Jesus had only one tool for His



ministry - Love. Only love can resurrect us. Let us also be risen with The Lord in Love!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
e April 14, Marthoma ll, 329" anniversary, entombed at Niranam Valiyapalli

e April17, HG Geevarghese Mar Philoxenos Metropolitan (‘Catholicate
Ratnadeepam’, Puthencavil Kochuthirumeni), 74" anniversary, entombed at
Puthencavu Cathedral

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

e Church cleaning: Sincerely thank and appreciate our MGOCSM members and
all volunteers for cleaning up and arranging of chairs after the Hosannah and
Pesaha services. Thanks to MC members for their leadership in all the
arrangements for the Paschal week.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar
1. April 13-20, Holy Week

a. April 18: Great Friday, 08:30 am Morning Prayer followed by daily offices of
prayer, Procession of the Way of the Cross, Veneration of the Cross, 03:30 pm
Bitter Juice, Dispersal, Refreshment

b. Great Friday, Night vigil- after evening prayer till Saturday morning prayer.

c. April 19: Gospel Saturday, 08:30 am Morning Prayer, 09:30 am Holy Qurbana.
Please bring names of all our beloved departed for remembrance, 11:00 am
Dispersal, Refreshments, Preparations for Easter

d. April 20: Resurrection Sunday, 06:00 am Night Prayer (Liliyo) and Easter
Announcement, 07:15 am Morning Prayer, 08:15 am Easter (Kyomtho) Liturgy,
Procession, Elevation, 09:15 am Holy Qurbana, 11:00 am, Kiss of Peace
(Shubkono), Dispersal, Refreshments

2. St Joseph’s Elders Forum

Next meeting will be on Thursday, April 24, 2025, at Mandarin @ Queen’s Plate Dr at 12:00
noon.

3. Feast of St George: May 03 Saturday, 06:30 pm Evening Prayer, 07:30 pm Devotional
Address, 08:00 pm Holy Procession, 09:00 pm Benediction, Dispersal, Refreshments.
4. May 04 Sunday, 08:30 am Morning Prayer, 09:30 am Holy Qurbana, 10:30 am



Intercession of St George, 11:30 am Dispersal, Refreshments

5. May 11, Sunday, MMVS Bake Sale
AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

¢ Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
April 20, Sunday - No meetings scheduled.

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services ‘Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of 12 Apostles this Sunday



May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week:

April 27, New Sunday

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 41:41-46, Numbers 7:84-89, 1 Kings 18:36-40, Judges 8:13-21, Jeremiah
1:4-12, Isaiah 40:9-15

NT: 1 Peter 2:19-25, Romans 6:12-23, St John 20:19-29

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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