Dearly Beloved,

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

April 06, 2025, Sixth Sunday of the Great Lent, Samiyo, Healing the Blind, ‘Sabha
Dinam’

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Deuteronomy 25:13-26:5, Judges 6:11-24, Job 42:1-8,1 Kings 3:5-15, Ezekiel 13:1-16,
Jeremiah 51:10-19

NT: 1 Peter 4:12-19, Romans 14:10-23, Holy Gospel St John 9:1-41

Holy Gospel: St John 9:1-41

9 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in
him. *We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no
one can work. 5As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ¢ As he said this, he
spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the

clay, ’saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Silo'am” (which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” °Some said, “It is he”; others
said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “l am the man.” "*They said to him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” ""He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my
eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Silo'am and wash’; so | went and washed and received my
sight.” '2They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “l do not know.”

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. *The Pharisees again asked
him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and |
washed, and | see.” '**Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not keep the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”
There was a division among them. 7 So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight, ®and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 2 His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 2" but how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for
himself.” 22His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if any one should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the
synagogue. ZTherefore his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.”



2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give
God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” 2He answered, “Whether he is a sinner,
| do not know; one thing | know, that though | was blind, now | see.” 2 They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2 He answered them, “l have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to
become his disciples?” 2 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do
not know where he comes from.” 3 The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but if any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to

him. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that any one opened the eyes of a
man born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered
him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

3 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of man?”l?1 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?” % Jesus
said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, |
believe”; and he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind.” *°Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this, and they said to him, “Are we also blind?” 4! Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt
remains.

Reflections:

In Indian Hindu religious painting or art, there is a specific way of completing the image of a
deity. [t will be the ‘eye-opening’ ceremony of the images. The last and finishing stroke will
be about opening the eyes of the image which is called ‘Mizhi thurakkal’. When the eyes’
final touches are completed, the image is considered as ready for viewing.

The eye is the smallest sense organ yet it captures a lot of emotion and can convey our
mood before a word is uttered or before an action takes place. The eye speaks of our
current mind frame, and it also reflect one’s life so far. A colleague in the Seminary | went to
took up an interesting hobby of displaying a collage of eyes on the walls. A look into the
collage would make one feel that just the presence of those eyes without the actual figures,
conveyed the feeling of a sense of being surrounded by people. Eye scanning done at
immigration counters because eyes can’t be faked, forged.

A person’s presence is conveyed by how their eyes engage in conversations or situations. In


https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=4503d59010&e=e7edd9915e

Christian spiritual tradition, the open eye represents God - the ever awakened, never tired
and all seeing. Seeing has two dimensions — as seeing with our external eyes (sight), and,
seeing with our inner eyes (insight). There is also a possibility to look at outer things and to
look into the life of things. Art, poetry, paintings, literature - in all of them, we attempt to see
the life of things. Psychology also deals with insights. We need both: sight and insight.
Without insight, sight can be useless.

Jesus the Lord came to be with us to awaken our insights. He preached about the Kingdom
of heaven which was like the leaven that works invisibly to raise the flour. He also said, God
is Spirit, and those who worship God should worship in Spirit. While the material world is a
reality, the spiritual world is more real than we know. God the Spirit made everything visible
and He gave them His Spirit to live. Life is Spirit, which is invisible and can only be felt and
experienced.

Here Jesus was healing a blind man who was blind from birth. The process was like newly
creating eyes for him using mud. When He received eyesight, he was ignorant about the
Messiah who gave him sight. For those who had sight, they only had external sight without
insight. They were hesitant to receive inner sight because they had their own preferences
and priorities. For the healed, after seeing Jesus, he received full sight with much insight,
which enabled him to see the Messiah and to worship him. Jesus the Healer cared for the
man - before his healing and after his healing. This is one of the rare instances, when
Jesus meets the healed person yet again — only to assure him that it was the Son of Man
who healed him. How deeply our Lord cares for us.

Great Lent is the time to receive our insight to see the Lord and to perceive His mind. May
the Lord open our inner eyes for us to see clearly the Lord and His Kingdom.

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:

e April 05, HG Kuriakose Mar Gregorios Metropolitan, 60" anniversary, entombed
at Pampady Dayara. Majority of the faithful of the church expect the
canonisation of Pampady Thirumeni soon.

e April 06, Malankara Sabhadinam, Catholicate Day: Hoisting of Catholicate Flag,
Prayer for the church, Pledge and Catholicate Anthem. Please pray for the
church.

Annamma Eppachan- Funeral Service Schedule



Schedule of funeral arrangements of Annamma Eppachan, beloved wife of late Edicheria
Eppachan.

Glen Oaks Funeral Home & Cemetery, 3164 Ninth Line, Oakville, L6H 7A8

Friday, April 4, 2025

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM: Private visitation forimmediate family members.

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM: Funeral services and visitation.

6:00 PM - First Order of Service

7:00 PM - Second Order of Service

Saturday, April 5, 2025

St. Gregorios Orthodox Church of Toronto
09:30 AM - 10:00 AM: Visitation,
10:00-12:00 NOON : Funeral services

“Please note that livestream link is available only on Saturday, April 5, 2025.”
https://www.youtube.com/live/ZgO3ULWfPEk?si=Ggpdjdqilfzb_nEG

10:00 AM -Third Order of Service

11:30 AM- Fourth Order of Service

After the funeral service concludes, there will be a procession to Glen Oaks Cemetery,
where she will be laid to rest.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

e March 30- Parish AGBM for Accounts, Report 2024 & Budget 2025. Thanks to all
our members for your wholehearted participation.

e March 30 - MMVS Pickle Sale. It was a huge success through our combined
efforts. Grateful for your participation.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar

1. March 03 - April 20, Great Lent: Fasting, Abstaining, @12:00 Noon Prayer online
and 40 Kneeling, Evening Prayer daily at 06:50 pm followed by devotional talk.

As we have observed in previous years, there will be daily Lenten evening prayer at church
along with devotional talks. Links to offices of prayer have been posted in parish and
church organisations WhatsApp groups. Please join.

2. Holy Confession during the Lent: All are encouraged to complete their confession
before the Holy Week. All are requested to check with the Vicar for appointments for
confession so that schedules can be planned out well. There will be no provision for
confession during the Holy Week.


https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=c7b58d2daf&e=e7edd9915e

3. April 13-20, Holy Week

a. April 13: Palm Sunday: Holy Qurbana will be celebrated on April
13" morning.

b. April 16, Wednesday: Pessaha Service with evening prayer at 06:30 pm
followed by H Qurbana.

c. April17: Maundy Thursday

d. April 18: Great Friday, 8:30 AM, Evening prayer 6:00 PM, Night Vigil - 7:30
PM till Saturday morning prayer.

e. April 19: Gospel Saturday, 8:30 AM

f. April 20: Resurrection Sunday, 6:00 AM

4. Logo Contest for the Diocese of Canada: The contest was open till March 315

The response was incredible with too many entries. Prayerful best wishes to all our
beloOved contestants

5. StJoseph’s Elders Forum

Next meeting will be on Thursday, April 24, 2025, at Mandarin @ Queen’s Plate Dr at
12:00 noon.

6. May 11, Sunday, MMVS Bake Sale

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services
Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

¢ Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for



children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:

April 06, Sunday -

Prayer for the Church, Catholicate Pledge and Anthem after the service
After the Holy Liturgy and refreshment: SGOCT Choir Meeting

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: Sunday Holy Liturgy Live Streaming is now
available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday

We will be using the Taksa of Mar Mathai Royo this Sunday.

May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

April 12, Palm Sunday

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 49:8-15, Leviticus 23:33-39, Job 26:1-4, 2 Samuel 6:1-7, Judges 9:7-15,
Proverbs 16:13-25, 1:20-30, Joel 3:16-21, 1 Kings 8:1-6, Micah 4:1-5, Zephaniah 3:9-20,
Jeremiah 30:18-22, Hosea 8:14-9:7, Daniel 3:7-11, Isaiah 52:7-12

NT: 1John 2:7-17, Romans 11:13-24, Holy Gospel St John 12:12-19



Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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