Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

July 20, 2025, Sixth Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:
OT: Exodus 30:34-38, Joshua 10:33-37, 2 Samuel 3:17-21, Isaiah 14:22-27
NT: Acts 1:15-18, 1 Corinthians 8:1-8, St Luke 13:22-35

Holy Evangelion, St Luke 13:22-35

2He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching, and journeying toward
Jerusalem. 2 And some one said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he
said to them, 24 “Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, | tell you, will seek to enter and
will not be able. 2When once the householder has risen up and shut the door, you will
begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us.” He will answer
you, ‘I do not know where you come from. 2 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in
your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 2 But he will say, ‘I tell you, | do not know
where you come from; depart from me, all you workers of iniquity!’ 22 There you will weep
and gnash your teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in
the kingdom of God and you yourselves thrust out. 2 And men will come from east and
west, and from north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. **And behold, some
are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came, and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, | cast out demons
and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day | finish my course. 3¥Nevertheless
I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following; for it cannot be that a
prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 3* O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the
prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How often would | have gathered your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 3*Behold,
your house is forsaken. And | tell you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!””

Reflections:

Jesus the Son of God, the Co Creator, has the same mind of God the Father and of the Holy
Spirit. A consultation and consensus among the Holy Trinity resulted in the creation of
man, woman and everything in the world. Creation was love epitomized. Profuse and
profound love caused a creative energy to flow through the hands of God so that a
wonderful world as perfect as the Triune God would come to pass. That’s why it is written



that: God saw everything He had made, and behold, it was good. Nothing was lacking
in the act of creation. It had much variety, versatility, beauty, diversity, uniqueness and
harmony. There was no fault or distortion. Nothing hindered His creativity. Everything was
perfect.

Humans were created as the cornerstone of creation with responsibility and dutifulness.
Any distortion that would come upon them could impact the rest of creation. There was no
need for humans to sin as everything was made available for their growth and
development. They rebelled against God to replace His authority and they sinned to
outgrow His stature. It was told by Satan while persuading them to reach out for the
forbidden fruit. So, they knew it well in advance. They knew the magnitude of their action
before committing it. They thought that they would be able to overthrow God and that they
could take over. They wanted no hindrance to their action as they were impatient for
results. Their rebellion and repulsive attitude towards God acted as a shield and they
assured that God would not prevent their hands from sinning. The outcome however was
against their plot and scheming and they realized that they had wronged God with their
over-ambitious and greedy thoughts. They suffered a fall from dignity and glory. They lost
God-given authority over the rest of creation as they had failed in their role as intercessors
and keepers. In seeking their own glory and gain they lost their sense of their sin’s impact
on the rest of creation. For a few moments, they had forgotten about their Creator and
Author who gave them life and all what they required. After their fall from their space called
Paradise, humans were unable to do anything to rectify the consequences of their sin. Out
of God’s imminent concern to redeem everyone, He sent His Only Begotten Son for the
redemptive act.

Jesus the Son came to a people who were rebellious in the same way as the first fallen pair
had rebelled. They were not willing to allow any hindrance to their thoughts or actions. They
wanted to rule the world, not through justice or righteousness, but through guile and
disobedience. They were wrongly conditioned to misinterpret and misuse the Word of God.
Jesus had to dwell among a non-receptive people. They asked Him to go away threatening
that He could be killed by authorities. Jesus’ response however was revelatory and
reflected His determination to fulfill His Father’s mission. He was firm to say that He would
do His work until He would be taken and no matter what would be done to him, He would
be resurrected.

We live in a world that maybe against some of our wishes and comforts. We tend to
complain that we are not getting appreciation, encouragement, support and acceptance.
We thus feel unrecognized and rejected. The most sought-after thing could be self-help



books/gurus, motivational speeches and management training programs. Without
appreciation and a welcoming gesture, we may feel to go silent and passive without an
interest to do anything. Or we may choose the wrong way of deception and sin and may
tend to please authorities and popular culture for the sake of personal benefits. Bribes,
plotting, unhealthy alliances, blaming, public humiliation, fraudulent acts, divisions,
hatred, enmity, hostility and open fights could happen which can destroy everything. In
such a setting, religion and politics become tools of harm. The House of God meant to be
calm may become a house of chaos. Everything can go corrupt. No healthy relationship
would be possible. Mutual trust and honesty would only be a dream. Peace will be hard to
be found.

Jesus was the Saviour and the Messiah. It means, we all have a Messianic role to do the
saving act in any situation. In each situation, it would be only us whose actions determine
the future of that given world. There is thus a saviour role in every human being. We are to
reflect Christ. It was His command to love, save, heal, resurrect, drive out any kind of
demons and to preach the Kingdom. It also means that we cannot preach our own gospel
but only of Christ. We can have only one choice, the same choice that the Lord had - to do
the will of God in any situation until our last breath. If we are taken, and if we get killed and
buried, we all will be resurrected as the Lord was risen. In no way can we yield to sinning
and corruption. The commitment to His mission would be our daily fuel and constant
driving force. Holy Spirit will be our guiding principle in every truth. The Holy Trinity is with
us. Together with them, we should win!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
e July 15, Feast of St Kuriakose, Marth Ulithy, martyrs of the early church.
e July 15, Mar Abahai of Nicaea

e July 20, Commemoration of Prophet Elijah

Condolence:

We are deeply saddened by the passing away of Mr. M.C. Georgekutty (89 years), retired
ISRO engineer, Trivandrum, on Monday, July 14, 2025.

He is survived by his beloved wife, two sons, and two daughters. He is the father of
Varughese M. George (Biju) and father-in-law of Leni Varughese (Directory V 03).

FUNERAL DETAILS: LINK TO FOLLOW
https://www.youtube.com/live/k93U12iq-Xc?si=9NoH4JdBeK5FORbD



Funeral service will be held on Saturday, July 19. The service at the residence will begin at
01:00 PM followed by the service at church at 2:00 PM at St. Mary's Orthodox Valiyapally,
Kallooppara.

We express our deepest condolence and share the grief of the family members. May we
keep the departed soul and family members in prayer. May God comfort his soul and give

strength to the grieving family members.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

Pray for peace in the Middle East — We keep praying for peace in the Middle East
and wherever it is threatened. When there is no peace, everybody would live in fear
and suspicion.

St Joseph’s Elders Forum - The next gathering will be on Thursday July 31 at 12:00
noon at the SGOCT Parish Hall. All our respected SJEF members are requested to
participate.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar

1.

HH Baselios Marthoma Paulose Il Memorial Food Drive is open with a

view to finish on Sunday Aug 10, organised by SGOCT MMVS. Please bring
nonperishable food items - canned or packed, assuring at least three months before
date of expiry.

Celebrating 1700 year of the Nicene Creed: Our parish will be organising an
event including elocution competition connected to the theme and

choir presentations involving the Malankara Orthodox Church parishes in Toronto
Region. Probably in the Fall season. Date, time and other details shall be
announced soon.

July 19, Saturday: KCEF St Thomas Day Celebrations starting at 6:00 PM
August 1-15, Soonoyo Fast

August 14, Thursday: Conclusion of St Mary’s Lent: Evening Prayer- 06:30 pm,
followed by Holy Qurbana and Intercessory Prayer

August 15-18: Kanesh Retreat 2025 @ Anchor Retreat Centre

August 16, Saturday: Feast of Theotokos: Evening Prayer @ 06:30 pm followed by
Devotional Hymns by Parish Choir, Devotional Talk, Holy Procession, Benediction &
Nerchavilampu.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

August 17, Sunday, Feast of St Mary, Holy Qurbana, Intercessory Prayer,
Nerchavilampu.

August 23, Saturday: Parish Picnic
September 01-08, Ettunompu
September 07, Sunday: Onasadhya

September 07, Sunday: Feast of Theotokos, Holy Qurbana, Intercessory Prayer,
Nerchavilampu.

September 14, Sunday: Feast of the Cross. Morning prayer at 08.30 AM followed
by Holy Qurbana and liturgy of the Cross.

October 12, Sunday: Parish Nite 2025

October 19, Sunday: Harvest Festival - 2025

MGOCSM Canada- Kanesh 2025; Aug 15-18

MGOCSM Canada will be organizing Kanesh Retreat 2025 at Anchor Retreat Centre
from August 15-18. Please assure maximum participation from our young members.
Please keep the event in prayer and offer all support possible.

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE: Children, please occupy front benches during our
Liturgical Services.

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church.

Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request all our
members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for children when we

enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to suggest moving to the front
during the service as it would cause distraction and noise. We need to avoid crowding at
the entrance and stair areas as this has raised safety concerns.

Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.



¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
July 20, Sunday -
OCYM monthly meeting after refreshment.

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services’ Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of St Julius this Sunday.
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

July 27, Seventh Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Leviticus 16:29-34, 1 Samuel 4:18-22, Hosea 5:1-5, Isaiah 57:15-19
NT: Acts 4:24-31, Ephesians 2:11-18, Holy Gospel St Mark 3:20-30

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
https://www.sgoctoronto.org
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