Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

June 22, 2025, Second Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Leviticus 19:1-8, 2 Samuel 5:1-10, Song of Songs 2:15-3:6, Sirach 46:1-6, Daniel 6:25-
28, Isaiah 61:10-11

NT: Acts 4:24-28, Ephesians 2:11-18, Holy Gospel St Matthew 10:34-11:1

Holy Evangelion, St Matthew 10:34-11:1

34“Do not think that | have come to bring peace on earth; | have not come to bring peace,
but a sword. 3*For | have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; * and a man’s foes will be those
of his own household. ¥ He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; *®and he who does
not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 3*He who finds his life will lose it, and
he who loses his life for my sake will find it.

40“He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives him who sent

me. *'He who receives a prophet because he is a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward,
and he who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man shall receive a
righteous man’s reward. 2 And whoever gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold
water because he is a disciple, truly, | say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”

11 And when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to
teach and preach in their cities.

Reflections:

This text has always startled the hearers or readers as it mentions the bringing of a sword
by the prince of peace. A few possibilities may arise out of this, one of them being -
whoever is close to Christ may have to carry or keep a sword. Another possibility could be
that whoever is committed to Christ may have a sword coming upon them.

A sword is known for its sheen, sharpness and ability to slice or cut. We have the example
of Christ in this regard. He had the power to do anything. He could have used His power
and authority to fight against anyone to gain victory. However He was resolute on using His
power for bringing about healing and harmony. Christ may have been the only one who had
used His sword to heal, and if it had ever wounded anyone, it would have been like using a
surgical scalpel to precisely and accurately remove anything unwanted while ensuring that
a process of curing followed. It was easy for Jesus to draw the sword to escape the cruel



rulers and daunting crucifixion. But He chose to not to escape.

Jesus used His sword to transform the life and psyche of the Samaritan woman. He was
sharp as He mentioned her past and present to guide her to a better future. He did not hurt
her. He did not let her down but showed her the eternal light through the tunnel. With His
sword, He elevated her spirit. He did not allow her to ruminate about the past because He
wanted her to rise into a new future. This visit to the well of Jacob was thus a different one
from all her previous visits. Never before did she walk away from the well with this sense of
enlightenment and upliftment. She was no longer the old self laden with burdens of this life
but she was a new person with such light and confidence within her as she became aware
of her life’s purpose. Jesus used the same sword when confronted by religious people who
chased awoman to stone her as they termed her ‘sinful’. He used his sharpness against
their self-righteous attitude and hypocrisy. He spoke to her with the same sharpness that

l”

gave her a new life, when He said, “go and sin no more!” As Jesus moved among the many
shades of this life, He took His Father’s mission to people’s hearts with much
connectedness. This contrasted with the rulers and religious leaders ‘laws of black and

white used for correctness which distanced the people from them and the temple.

In another possibility, Mary had a sword that came upon her and pierced into her heart, as
she received Christ into her womb and upon delivering Him to the world. The disciples had
the sword upon them when they joined Him. Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Jonah, Zachariah and Elizabeth, John the Baptist, Mark and Paul,
George the martyr, Mar Gregorios of Parumala; they all had the sword upon them and
within them.

In every possibility, the sword of Jesus only enhanced everyone’s life, skills and ministry. It
propelled them to do better as they experienced the true joy of life. They lived up to the
fullness of life giving their best to the Lord. Nothing hindered them in giving Him all they had
until the very end. In the same way, He armed them in the best possible way to face life and
its challenges.

The power of the sword continued even after they transcended from earthly life to eternity.
As she left this earth, Mary became the most powerful intercessor and healer in her eternal
existence. Jesus was risen and remains the Immanuel to continue His salvation and
redemption scheme. When born into this world, we are to live life to its fullness. If we are
given a sword of skill, we must use it diligently and only for the right purpose. If we have a
sword in us, be assured that the Holy Spirit will keep us strong and active until we
accomplish our mission and ministry while keeping us from any harm, though we may hurt



at times. May the Holy Spirit empower us and transform any sadness or sorrow to abundant
joy.

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:

June 19, St James, Apostle, Brother of Jesus, First Bishop of Jerusalem

Condolence:

John Varghese (Kunjumon) : We are deeply saddened to announce the passing away of Mr.
John Varghese (Kunjumon), 85 years, (Dir Ref J 15), on Wednesday June 18th, 2025, at 10:00
AM. He is survived by his beloved wife Mariamma Varghese (Kunjumol), son Jason (J 05),
daughter Lisa, son-in-law Roy, daughter-in-law Christina, grandchildren Christal, Victoria,
Luke, Alliyah and Mayah.

The funeral schedule shall be notified to all soon.

May we keep the family in prayer at this hard time of grief. May the Lord comfort the
departed soul. We remain in the hope of resurrection and eternity of soul.

We keep the family and friends in prayer as they go through a hard time with the great loss.
May the Lord comfort the departed soul and fill the hearts of family members with divine
peace and hope through His Holy Spirit.

There will be a prayer gathering at church on Friday June 20 at 07:00 pm. All our members
are requested to join.

The funeral service will be conducted at St Gregorios Orthodox Church of Toronto on
Friday June 27" and Saturday June 28™. Detailed schedule has been sent to our members
in a separate e-mail as well as through WhatsApp messages. Please join accordingly.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

¢ June 15, Sunday, Fathers Day celebrated: Sincere thanks to Sunday School for
the wonderful presentation done in recognition of all fathers.

e June 15, Sunday, OCYM Thattukada was a grand success! Big Thanks to All!

We are pleased to share that this year’s event recorded the highest-ever gross sales,
including generous donations. Notably, 52 families supported the initiative by purchasing
$100 pre-sale coupons—setting a record in our parish. The total revenue generated from
both pe-sales and event-day sales amounted to approximately $9854.50. After accounting
for expenses, the event yielded an estimated net margin of $6,075.

We thank the Parish Managing Committee, all the spiritual organizations, pre-booked
buyers, volunteers, supporters, all the assistants in cooking and preparing, cheerers with



their singing, and our beloved members who visited our counters and whoever was
involved in the 2025 Thattukada with their unwavering physical and financial support

o Prayfor peace in the Middle East — We keep praying for peace in the Middle East
and wherever it is threatened. When there is no peace, everybody would live in fear
and suspicion.

e StJoseph’s Elders Forum - The Outdoor Get together scheduled for June 20' Friday
at 12:00 noon has been cancelled. The next date shall be announced later.

e The MMVS : One-Day Trip to Whistling Gardens & Paris Ontario originally
scheduled for June 28, has been cancelled. We apologize for the inconvenience and
will reschedule the trip later.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar
1. June 16-30: Lent of the Apostles
2. June 29: Feast of St Peter & St Paul
3. June 30: Feast of the 12 Apostles
4. July 03: St Thomas Day

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

¢ Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.



o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
Jun 22, Sunday - MGOCSM monthly meeting after refreshment.

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services’ Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the English Taksa of St John Chrysostom this Sunday.
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

Jun 29, Third Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 42:18-25, Judges 1:8-11, Jeremiah 2:35-3:5, Daniel 3:21-23
NT: Acts 13:26-29, Galatians 6:10-16, Holy Evangelion St John 6:35-46

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
https://www.sgoctoronto.org
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