Dearly Beloved,

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

June 29, 2025, Third Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost, Feast of the Apostles

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 12:1-9, Jeremiah 16:16-21, 1 Kings 8:1-6, Daniel 1:1-9, Isaiah 43:1-14

NT: Acts 1:12-26, 1 Corinthians 12:28-13:10, Holy Gospel St Matthew 16:13-28

Holy Evangelion, St Matthew 16:13-28

¥*Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesare'a Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who
do men say that the Son of man is?” "*And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others
say Eli'jah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” '*He said to them, “But who do you
say that | am?” " Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” '’ And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. "® And | tell you, you are Peter,?’and on
this rock™ | will build my church, and the powers of death! shall not prevail against it. '°|
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 2 Then he
strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

2'From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised. 22 And Peter took him and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid, Lord!
This shall never happen to you.” 2But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a hindrancel® to me; for you are not on the side of God, but of men.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. 2°For whoever would save his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it. 2 For what will it profit a man, if he gains the whole
world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 2 For the Son of
man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay every man
for what he has done. 2 Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.”

Reflections:

On the feast days of the Apostles, we have a scriptural text to think about and to dwell on
about our own claim or understanding about being ‘believers’. Relationships are formed
with a basic understanding of the people involved. As time progresses the relationship
broadens and deepens with a better knowing of one another. There may come a time when
those involved would think that there is nothing new for them to know of each other
because of how familiar they have become over time. A mutual knowing lead to much
connectedness and closeness. Jesus and His disciples’ relationship which began with
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calling out to them had transcended through several levels during his three-year

ministry. The closer they walked, worked and lived together, the better they got to know
each other. What did they get familiarized with? Christ’s language, His concepts and ways
of dealing with people of various strata of life, His ministry, His ideologies, His relationship
with God who was His Father, His emotions, healing, humor, wishes and dreams. Was that
all? When can we say that we have understood a person completely? Even among life
partners whether married or not, would there be a moment that such claims can be made?
For those who spend a lifetime together or share a work space for a prolonged period orin
our homes of upbringing, there would be chances of identifying with each other and
reflecting with or imitating the senior team member or family member. The need of a
betrayer to point to Jesus when they were all together was probably due to this makeover of
the disciples into how He appeared. It can be cultural, linguistic, psychological, physical
and appearance wise. It would then be tough to differentiate who is who.

Here Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say | am?” to understand how much they’d
known him by then. At the outset it may seem an easy question as the answer is readily
available with them. We do not know how long it took for Peter to answer. There were many
opinions available in the society from which Peter had reached a safe place to say that
Christ was the son of God. Did Peter know what his response meant? If he had known the
answer, why did he stumble at the fire and why did he denounce Jesus thrice? Why did he
become sad when Jesus asked him whether he loved him, after the resurrection? In this
same text, after Peter’s confession, how easily he fell into saying no to Jesus about the
upcoming cross, expressed from his little knowledge about the Lord. The external
identification, vocal or obvious expression of what we do at our home or workplace or with
others such as wearing a uniform, talking along the same wavelength, eating the same
food, staying at one place can reflect an identification with each other up to a certain

level. But to have a deeper understanding of each other and to feel with one heart and think

as one mind requires humility and sacrificing the self. Ego and personal preferences or

priorities have no place in such identifying.

If Jesus asked us the same question today, what would we say? Do we know who He is?
How far do we know him? How far have we taken any pain or effort to know him other than
offering prayers, telling him all that we want and taking away blessings? How much have we
listened to what He has had to tell us? How far has he become a matter for us in our day to
day living, choices, dreams, thoughts, way we deal with others, how we plan for our future,
and the partnerships that we make for each project we choose? It is more about how we
feel Jesus in our breath, in our whisper and through every success or failure. Jesus was not
asking this question to see them flounder, but He wanted them to realise their level of



knowing Him and that He was there with them in every way possible no matter what. He
wanted them to know Him more closely just as He knew them inside out. The question is to
us too - to give us the true realisation of who He is for us and how seriously we must take
Him into our life. Jesus wants us to be successful. He doesn’t want us to fail. As He said,
without Him, we won’t get anything or won’t reach anywhere. Without knowing Jesus, we
won’t get Him. When we know him, we will commit ourselves fully to him. Let us seek the
Holy Spirit for this knowing and owning.

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
e June 24, Birth of St John the Baptist
e June 29, Feast of St Peter and St Paul
¢ June 30, Feast of All Apostles

Day of the Apostles is to be observed as the day of all believers. Apostles were called to
walk with the Lord and to witnhess his sufferings, cross and resurrection to live a life to
transform the entire world. The Lord had commanded his disciples to go to the ends of the
world to preach and heal. They did accordingly. They were all ordinary people, after joining
the Lord, became able to change the world despite of their human limitations. We have
also been called by the Lord to join Him to preach the Gospel. If the apostles were able to
serve the Kingdom of Heaven, we will also be able. It was the Holy Spirit who equipped
them, the same Spirit will equip us to preach till the ends of the world. May be that could be
reason we have been placed at various parts of the world, literally till the ends of the world.
Let us join to celebrate the commemoration day of apostles to be inspired by their
presence and intercession. They were people of miraculous powers given by the Lord,
same way we will also be blessed. May the intercession of the apostles be a stronghold and
a guiding light to our future.

Condolence:

John Varghese (Kunjumon)

We share the deep grief with the family on the passing away of Mr John Varghese
(Kunjumon), 85 years, (Dir RefJ 15), on Wednesday June 18th, 2025, at 10:00 am.

He is survived by his beloved wife Mariamma Varghese (Kunjumol), son Jason (J 05),
daughter Lisa, son-in-law Roy, daughter-in-law Christina, grandchildren Christal, Victoria,
Luke, Alliyah and Mayah.

We keep the family and friends in prayer as they go through a hard time with the great loss.
May the Lord comfort the departed soul and fill the hearts of family members with divine
peace and hope through His Holy Spirit.



The funeral service will be conducted at

St. Gregorios Orthodox Church of Toronto on Friday June 27" and Saturday June 28,
Detailed schedule has been sent to our members in a separate email. Please join
accordingly.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

e« Prayfor peace in the Middle East — We keep praying for peace in the Middle East and
wherever it is threatened. When there is no peace, everybody would live in fear and

suspicion.
UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar
1. July 03: St Thomas Day

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

e Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both

washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back

wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,



the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
Jun 28, Sunday - Sunday School Convocation after refreshment.
OCYM monthly meeting at the parish hall after refreshment.

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services’ Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday

We will be using the Taksa of Mar Ksosthos this Sunday.

May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

July 06th, Fourth Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Deuteronomy 33:23-29, Joshua 6:14-18, Hosea 5:11-6:1, Daniel the Younger 3:24-45,
Isaiah 65:8-12

NT: Acts 6:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:14-18, Holy Gospel St Matthew 14:14-23

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
https://www.sgoctoronto.org
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