Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

May 04, 2025, Second Sunday after Easter

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Exodus 14:26-31, Joshua 6:9-16, Wisdom of Solomon 1:1-8, Isaiah 63:8-14

Wisdom of Solomon 1:1-8, (Appendix)

Love righteousness, you rulers of the earth; think of the Lord in goodness and seek him with
sincerity of heart, 2 because he is found by those who do not put him to the test

and manifests himself to those who do not distrust him. 3 For perverse thoughts separate
people from God, and when his power is tested, it exposes the foolish, 4 because wisdom
will not enter a deceitful soul or dwell in a body enslaved to sin.

5 For a holy and disciplined spirit will flee from deceit and will leave foolish thoughts
behind and will be ashamed at the approach of unrighteousness. 6 For wisdom is a kindly
spirit, but it will not free blasphemers from the guilt of their words, because God is witness
of theirinmost feelings and a true observer of their hearts and a hearer of their tongues. 7
Because the spirit of the Lord has filled the world and that which holds all things together
knows what is said, 8 therefore those who utter unrighteous things will not escape notice,
and justice, when it punishes, will not pass them by.

NT: Acts 13:26-39, Ephesians 6:10-24, St John 21:1-14

Holy Gospel: St John 21:1-14

21 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tibe'ri-as; and he
revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathan'a-el of Canain
Galilee, the sons of Zeb'edee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter
said to them, “l am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and
got into the boat; but that night they caught nothing.

4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. ®Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any fish?” They answered him,

“No.” ®He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.”
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haulit in, for the quantity of fish. ? That
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it
was the Lord, he put on his clothes, for he was stripped for work, and sprang into the

sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not
far from the land, but about a hundred yards!®! off.

®When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and

bread. "°Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” ' So Simon
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of


https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=dd9869a109&e=e7edd9915e

them; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. '?Jesus said to them, “Come
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it
was the Lord. *®*Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the

fish. *This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was
raised from the dead.

Reflections:

God is arevealing God, not a God who hides from us. Though mysteries prevail, He reveals
to us as we need to know. Both are necessary in life for our progress and growth.
Throughout history, if we are willing to see what God was keen to reveal to us, we would be
able to see as revelation has taken place in continuity. In the Book of Genesis, it begins with
God saying, “Let there be Light”, which means that until that moment there was only
darkness; there was no light as we see now. God was yet to be revealed. From the darkness
He uttered, “Let there be light”, as the presence of God was preparing to be revealed to the
creation. It began with heaven and earth. The first revelation of God was given to the first
created pair - heaven and earth. It means the presence of God was made felt in the whole
creation. It was a generic revelation as was there for all to see. Itis akin to steppinginto a
room slowly, and with turning on the light, we see things one by one.

Everything obeyed God when He said let there be. When He said, “let there be plants” they
all obeyed and came out from the dark. Everything was in the mind of God. When He called
them, they all came out. For humans alone, He did not utter — “Let there be” Instead, He
took time to create them with His Holy Hands. God invested more of Him into the making of
man/woman. It was His unconditional love that made human and by giving them His image
and Likeness, He was endorsing us with His signature, hallmark, hologram and seal. When
he gave us His seal, we were expected to acknowledge Him, His presence and His Will.
Because of the expectation for a higher purpose, the sinning which caused humans to
plummet made the Creator sad. Through sinning, the responsibility of acknowledging God,
His presence and His Will was refused and neglected. It was like submitting a document
without notarising it. It was an act like the people asked to save Barabbas and to kill Jesus.

Sinning was the clear act of choosing Satan and rejecting God. Everyone in the creation
obeyed God except human. When He asked Adam and Eve to come out, they did not; they
said we cannot”. They felt a shame to go to their Creator. To address and solve this greatest
fall, the Son of God came to this world. It was the fullness of the partly revealed reality of
God. Earlier, it was appearances or revelations of God bit by bit. With the Incarnation, it
was Him walking unceasingly with His children, with the creation more physically.

Jesus’ death was totally unbelievable to His disciples and followers. His resurrection was



withessed by them as a proof to His presence. However, the human necessity for a
continual assurance and confidence required His continuous presence with them. The
incarnation was completed with His resurrection. Hence it was not expected of Him to be
with them physically as he was doing for the thirty and three years. Exactly like in the
beginning, His creation had to get back to their divine sense to feel the Lord in the light
given by Him.

Humans’ sense of divine perception was taken away by sin. It had to be regained with more
clarity and conviction. And it was out of free choices, that humans had to make it. God
made them as free individuals. It was not through rules or commands; but by freewill
humans had to choose God from many choices. Through revealing His sacrificial love for
the creation, God wanted His children learn to love their Creator in return and to choose
Him out of that love. Christ’s post-resurrection appearances were meant for this. That they
would get fully convinced about their calling, His love for them, and to live to love Him. That
love would enable them to minister for the Kingdom. If we use our freewill for this purpose,
we will be able to see Him, feel Him, to touch Him and experience His companionship
throughout our life. He is willing to appear to us if we truly look for Him with the same
devotion and desperateness of the women who went to the tomb early in the morning
before dawn. We must never fail Him again. He is Risen!!! He is with us. We assure that we
are with Him!!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
e April 29, Mar Sabor & Mar Afroth

¢ May01, St James the Apostle (Son of Zebedee)

e May 03, HH Baselios Paulose I, 112nd anniversary, entombed at Cheriyapally,
Pampakuda

o Feast of St George:

e May 03 Saturday, 06:30 pm-Evening Prayer, 07:30 pm-Devotional Hymns by Parish
Choir, 07:45 pm- Devotional Address, 08:00 pm-Holy Procession, 09:00 pm-
Benediction, Dispersal & Refreshments

¢ May 04 Sunday, 08:30 am-Morning Prayer, 09:30 am-Holy Qurbana, 10:30 am-
Intercession of St George, 11:30 am-Dispersal, Refreshments

e May 04 -Sri C.P. Chandy(Sabhakavi, Ephrem of Malankara) 20" anniversary,
entombed at mar Basil Dayara Chapel, Pathanamthitta

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:



o« Easter Recital by SGOCT Choir at St Mathew’s Marthoma Church Milton

Our parish choir participated in the Easter Recital named ‘Kurisheduthen Yesuvine’,
organised by the St Mathew’s Marthoma Church, Milton on Saturday 19" April at 05:30 pm.
It was a wonderful singing by our choir and was well received and appreciated by the
audience. We congratulate our choir for their excellent singing. Sincere thanks to Liza for
the leadership, Jesho for the keyboard and to all the singers for their beautiful singing.

e Prayfor Peace in Kashmir

We pray for all the victims, for all the agencies working towards reestablishing peace. May
the true love of God be experienced and practiced everywhere.

e StJoseph’s Elders Forum : Our next lunch will be on May 29, Thursday. Please
assure our participation.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar
1. May 11, Sunday, MMVS Bake Sale
2. May 29, Thursday, Feast of Ascension
3. May 30-June 07:Days of Waiting (Kaathiruppu), Preparation days for Pentecost
4. June 08, Sunday: Feast of Pentecost

5. June 16-June 30: Lent of the Apostles, June 29- Feast of St Peter & St Paul, June 30-
Feast of the 12 Apostles

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

¢ Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.



¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
May 04, Sunday - Choir meeting after refreshments

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services ‘Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Osthathios this Sunday
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

May 11, Third Sunday after Easter

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Exodus 40:1-16, Joshua 2:1-6, Hosea 8:1-8, Isaiah 65:1-7

NT: Acts 4:8-21, Hebrews 3:1-13, Holy Evangelion St Mark 2:13-22

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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