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WEEKLY THOUGHTS 

Dearly beloved, 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
  
Sunday, January 09, First Sunday after Dhanaha Perunna
Epistle Readings: Acts 2:37-47, Ephesians 1:3
Holy Evangelion, St Matthew 4:12-
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.
made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles
a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen.
for people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.
other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them.
him. 
  
Reflections: 
Jesus had to accomplish a mission. It was about establishing a new world order through the message of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Heaven stands for higher thoughts and goals. The world was corrupt and socia
injustice was prevalent. Human rights were not protected. The suffering of the poor was great and 
unaddressed. Jesus did not intend to open a new worship community but to bring changes to human 
thinking. His words and actions were powerful enough to revo
his views and to follow up his ideas. It was not easy to find people who could weather the storm. He 
succeeded in choosing the right ones for his mission. They were ordinary people. Once they started 
accompanying him, their views were changed. They became aware of their social responsibilities. They 
started serving the society focusing on the needs of the less privileged. Eventually, they became a 
church which could literally transform the world. You can transform th
work together. Imagine if we were the chosen twelve, what we would have been doing in the current 
world?! 
  
Feasts: 
January 03, Mar Ahathalla Bava 
Mar Ahathalla came to India during the Portuguese colonial invasion. His arrival
Thomas Christians. He was threatened by the Portuguese invaders and became a victim of colonial rule
January 03, HH Baselios Geevarghese II, 57
Chapel 
HH Baselios Geevarghese II was called 
and reverence to his personality and ability. Two administrative positions of the church, the ‘Catholicos 
of the East’ and the ‘Malankara Metropolitan’ were merged in him for the first time and 
till date with his successors. The Malankara church had won the court case in his time which led to 
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Mar Ahathalla came to India during the Portuguese colonial invasion. His arrival gave hope to the St 
Thomas Christians. He was threatened by the Portuguese invaders and became a victim of colonial rule
January 03, HH Baselios Geevarghese II, 57th anniversary, entombed at Devalokam Aramana 

HH Baselios Geevarghese II was called Kallacheril Bava, Kurichy Bava and Valya Bava out of devotion 
and reverence to his personality and ability. Two administrative positions of the church, the ‘Catholicos 
of the East’ and the ‘Malankara Metropolitan’ were merged in him for the first time and 
till date with his successors. The Malankara church had won the court case in his time which led to 
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reconciliation, but unfortunately it didn’t last for long. Thirumeni was a man of prayer and devotion 
which enabled him to lead the church 
January 06, Epiphany 
The Baptism of the Lord has its theological significance with the revelatory function of Holy Trinity. 
Since the beginning of Covid-19, the whole world was keen on the source of it. If the source is known, 
further actions can be possible. For the whole creation, baptism of Christ was the moment when the 
source of everything was revealed. The Holy Trinity is the source, ground, cause and destiny of 
everything in the universe. With this knowledge, the world could a
humanity could act accordingly, life, in the universe, past, present and future would have been different. 
Every knowledge becomes fruitful or futile with respect to its proper usage, right
January 07, beheading of St John the Baptis
John was Jesus’s elder cousin by six months. He was on the mission of preparing and prompting Jesus 
and revealing (Jn 1:32-34) his redemptive role in public. As there was no real move from Jesus heard 
towards the establishment of the Kingdom o
was doing (Lk 7:18-23). John was uncompromising to social evil. He dared to question King Herod on 
his evil actions. We are aware of how public criticism against a dictatorial government can invite 
hostility and danger. Even then, he was strong with his public preaching revealing the unjust actions of 
rulers and citizens alike. His public preaching should be viewed as one of the strongest public criticisms 
against establishments (Lk 3:7-14, Mk 6:16
but also after his death. As a rugged man with his provocative speeches and unyielding character 
resembles any rough and tough hero who did much cleansing in history. His person and life, if made 
into a movie, leaves possibility for the best of Hollywood blockbusters, if made today, in the current 
world! Fancy making one? 
January 08, Martyrdom of St Stephe
St. Stephen was chosen among the first group of deacons and he turned out to be the first martyr
Church. He was fearless and strong. His words literally sparked the minds of hearers. Acts chapters 6 
and 7 narrate the thrilling and exciting life and person of Stephen. He was an excellent narrator of 
history. The way he faced a hostile group and
unbelievable. How he strengthened himself, what was his fuel, how he faced death in calmness could be 
a point of motivation to anyone living in a challenging era as we are in now
  
Go in Peace Annamma Aunty 
Our beloved Annamma Aunty’s funeral service was conducted on Thursday January 06 at our church. 
The burial was at Cemetery Thornhill. Because of the current covid
could join in person. Most of our members joined virtually
members, friends and all family members for their prayers and participation. Please keep praying for 
Aunty’s soul, for John Philip Uncle, Roy, Ruby and all family members
We will miss you, Aunty. May you find eternal jo
together in spirit till the coming of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ
  
Covid-19 and Variants 
More restrictions could be on the way due to the high rise in infection cases. Worship centres can have 
only half of total capacity. In India, all international travelers will have to be isolated for seven days. 
What is relieving about this situation is the mild character of sickness. Let us keep the health regulations 
and keep ourselves free of fear. Can we leave 
be more contagious and severe, but more healthy and fruit

reconciliation, but unfortunately it didn’t last for long. Thirumeni was a man of prayer and devotion 
which enabled him to lead the church during difficult times. 

The Baptism of the Lord has its theological significance with the revelatory function of Holy Trinity. 
19, the whole world was keen on the source of it. If the source is known, 

er actions can be possible. For the whole creation, baptism of Christ was the moment when the 
source of everything was revealed. The Holy Trinity is the source, ground, cause and destiny of 
everything in the universe. With this knowledge, the world could act towards the purpose of it. If 
humanity could act accordingly, life, in the universe, past, present and future would have been different. 
Every knowledge becomes fruitful or futile with respect to its proper usage, right? 

the Baptist 
John was Jesus’s elder cousin by six months. He was on the mission of preparing and prompting Jesus 

34) his redemptive role in public. As there was no real move from Jesus heard 
towards the establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven, John did send his disciples to enquire what he 

23). John was uncompromising to social evil. He dared to question King Herod on 
his evil actions. We are aware of how public criticism against a dictatorial government can invite 

ostility and danger. Even then, he was strong with his public preaching revealing the unjust actions of 
rulers and citizens alike. His public preaching should be viewed as one of the strongest public criticisms 

14, Mk 6:16-29). Even the king feared him not only when he was alive, 
but also after his death. As a rugged man with his provocative speeches and unyielding character 
resembles any rough and tough hero who did much cleansing in history. His person and life, if made 

a movie, leaves possibility for the best of Hollywood blockbusters, if made today, in the current 

January 08, Martyrdom of St Stephen 
St. Stephen was chosen among the first group of deacons and he turned out to be the first martyr
Church. He was fearless and strong. His words literally sparked the minds of hearers. Acts chapters 6 
and 7 narrate the thrilling and exciting life and person of Stephen. He was an excellent narrator of 
history. The way he faced a hostile group and his presence of mind while receiving stones was 
unbelievable. How he strengthened himself, what was his fuel, how he faced death in calmness could be 
a point of motivation to anyone living in a challenging era as we are in now. 

Our beloved Annamma Aunty’s funeral service was conducted on Thursday January 06 at our church. 
The burial was at Cemetery Thornhill. Because of the current covid-19 restrictions, only a few of us 
could join in person. Most of our members joined virtually. We thank respected Achens, parish 
members, friends and all family members for their prayers and participation. Please keep praying for 
Aunty’s soul, for John Philip Uncle, Roy, Ruby and all family members. 
We will miss you, Aunty. May you find eternal joy and comfort in the Heavenly Court. Let us be 
together in spirit till the coming of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ. 

More restrictions could be on the way due to the high rise in infection cases. Worship centres can have 
lf of total capacity. In India, all international travelers will have to be isolated for seven days. 

What is relieving about this situation is the mild character of sickness. Let us keep the health regulations 
Can we leave aside all worries and be infected with Christ’s love? It will 

be more contagious and severe, but more healthy and fruit-bearing.  
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Communicants Counting Machine, Wave your hand ‘ONCE’ pleas
All Sunday participants are requested to register their names at
interior. Please wave your hand once between the sensor poles of the counting machine if you are to 
take Holy Communion. Please do not wave if you are not taking Holy Communion. Thanks to everyone 
for your cooperation. 
  
Meetings ahead, In-Person & Virtua
January 08, Saturday, Evening Prayer at Church, 06:00 
January 09, Sunday, MMVS monthly meeting at 06:00 p
  
Liturgical Text for this Sunday 
This Sunday, we will be using the Taksa of Mar Ksostho
  
Link to Sunday Holy Liturgy 
Please see below the Link for Live Streaming
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDT7tcyQw1yZ1_yCG9AWStA
  
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world
 
Yours in Christ, 
Thomas John Achen 
fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com 
Mobile: (416) 570 5610 

Communicants Counting Machine, Wave your hand ‘ONCE’ please 
All Sunday participants are requested to register their names at the entrance and as we enter the church 
interior. Please wave your hand once between the sensor poles of the counting machine if you are to 
take Holy Communion. Please do not wave if you are not taking Holy Communion. Thanks to everyone 

Person & Virtual 
January 08, Saturday, Evening Prayer at Church, 06:00 - 07:00 pm. 
January 09, Sunday, MMVS monthly meeting at 06:00 pm 

This Sunday, we will be using the Taksa of Mar Ksosthos 

Please see below the Link for Live Streaming           
/UCDT7tcyQw1yZ1_yCG9AWStA 

May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world. 
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