Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

January 12, 2025, First Sunday after the Feast of Epiphany
Scriptural Readings

OT: Genesis 25:19-34, 2 Kings 3:13, 20-25, 5:9-15, Isaiah 49:7-13
NT: Acts 2:37-47, Ephesians 1:3-14, St Matthew 4:12-22

Holy Evangelion: St Matthew 4:12-22

2Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; *and leaving
Nazareth he went and dwelt in Caper'na-um by the sea, in the territory of Zeb'ulun and
Naph'tali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: **“The land of
Zeb'ulun and the land of Naph'tali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles— "®the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat
in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” "7 From that time Jesus began to
preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

8 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. ® And he said to
them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” 2 Immediately they left their nets
and followed him. 2' And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zeb'edee and John his brother, in the boat with Zeb'edee their father, mending their nets,
and he called them. 2Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Reflections:

The Epiphany should have been followed by euphoria. Jesus could have begun His ministry
in a celebratory mood with the blessing of the Father and the confirmation of the Spirit. But
soon after His baptism, John was taken into custody due to which Jesus began His ministry
within a social setting of fear and threat. Nothing seemed favourable for a good start of the
biggest commission that the world was to witness. Jesus had to make the bad into good to
fulfil His Father’s purpose. The social situation called for the consoling, healing and
empowering presence of a leader who could understand people and their situations.

Jesus the Son of God had the power and authority. It was easy for him to command and
have things done. However, He chose to go through all situations with the limitations of
human ways. If He could drive out a legion of demons from pigs, He could gather millions
of people as His army to carry out His mission without any hostility or protests. As He said,



He did not come for an earthly/worldly kingdom. His mission was the most difficult one - to
transform minds and thoughts. He was capable to accomplish it. Hence, he began with
transforming water into wine, which revealed that He was no ordinary person and He could
change anything, anyone and everything. God and His Kingdom are to be felt, experienced
and lived purposefully by individuals and communities.

Music is a way of expression what one wants to share. As much as it can bring about a
change in mood for the better, everyone experiences it differently. Anybody can sense it.
But to savour it well, one must have an ear for it or must get trained in it. Jesus came to train
the world to develop a sense of the divine, which would bloom into a fully-grown
experience of paradise in our day-to-day life. Sensing can help a person to be introduced
into a system. To sustain and to accomplish thereafter, that sense alone will not help.

We begin many things with an initial sense of it but may leave it soon or halfway due to lack
of interest, dedication, deeper experience, unaware of the benefits, not realising it as the
essential for the purpose of life. Many courses, projects, programs, activities, we have
begun and given up. The Gospel was not anything to be tested and thrown. It was not to be
done experimentally. It had to be practised as a skill as basic as breathing. Stopping or
giving up could cause death. Ministering the Lord is our breathing. If we are not into it, we
may not have life, though we may be actively doing things like Adam and Eve after sinning
or abandoning God’s ministry and command. Adam was dead to God. It was the warning
given to them that the moment they ate the fruit, they would die. Lazarus was dead to the
world. But he was able to respond to God’s call. So, he was not dead to God. He was
physically decayed, disfigured or broken to the world. But he could come out from his
grave.

The possessed one was very active but was living in grave. Life without God’s ministry could
be like the possessed who are active in a grave. Everything that comes out of such persons
can be deadly and dark. Approaching them could be hazardous. The person will never
recognise this too, because for them, they would seem heroic, instilling fear, causing many
to stumble, showing demonic powers to make things happen, subduing everyone under
their dark spell and making things possible to make others feel that they are the most
successful, most respected, most demanded and most eligible. But one touch by the Lord,
they would experience like the demoniac, who returned to his senses after Jesus touched
him, what real dignity was all about.

Jesus calls out to the disciples asking them to follow Him. He wanted a real transformation
among the people, very drastic like an elder person becoming like a child in innocence,



devotion, obedience, faith, pure love and care. He wanted the disciples and the rest of the
world to make use of their full ability to do things as children do. Jesus didn’t fear anyone or
anything, because He was convinced about his mission and purpose. He was completely
reliant on God the Father and was in full co-operation with Holy Spirit. He wanted to do
things normally and humanly, not as a hero or as a celebrity. His calling was with love and
understanding. It was a call. Nobody could refuse it, because never in their life had they felt
the warmth of love and care in anyone’s calling. They started following Him and they
brought the Kingdom of God into the world. They are still rocking the world! It is our life and
mission too. Without Him we have no life, no light, no success, no miracle, no resurrection.
Let’s follow Him as the apostles did! Let’s be changed and change the world. Paradise is
open!!!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:

1. January 06, Feast of Epiphany, we had the Holy Liturgy on Sunday 05" in the
evening.

2. January 07, Martyrdom of St John the Baptist

3. January 08, Martyrdom of St Stephen

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:
SJEF Luncheon: St Joseph’s Elders Forum had the monthly luncheon meeting on
Thursday Jan 09 at SGOCT Parish Hall. Sincere thanks to all participants.

P Jayachandran, the versatile singer of Malayalam passed away

PJayachandran, 80 years, the melodious voice of Malayalam, a legendary singer, has
passed away. Music was his life. He lived for it. He sensed the divine and made everyone
feeling it through his rendering. He was fond fully called ‘Bhavagayakan’ for the emotions
and feelings he was able to bring to each song. He was recognised with National and State
awards. ‘Aaba Daivame’, is one of his devotional hits in Malayalam. Only his physical
absence be felt, he will live through his beautiful songs.

Vicar’s travel to India:

Beloved and respected members of SGOCT,

| will be travelling to India for a month, leaving on Monday 13 to return on Feb 11", Rev Fr
Sijo John will offer Holy Liturgy on three consecutive Sundays and Rev Fr Geverghese
Thampan on the fourth Sunday. The vicar will be available on WA, Email and online
platforms for any pastoral/admin assistance. Please feel free to text, message, email or



send voice notes for any matters you may wish to discuss or notify. For any enquiries and
needs expected from the parish, pastoral or admin, please reach out to me or the parish
office. Please keep in prayer. | will miss you all a lot. May the Lord keep you all safe,
cheerful, peaceful and healthy.

Pray for ceasing the fire in Los Angeles County

Let us all pray for ceasing the many wildfires blazing in the county of Los Angeles,
especially in the densely populated areas. With the heavy winds, it would be very difficult
for the rescue and fire workers to bring it down. May the Lord send his miraculous hands to
save the people and the land.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar
1. January 11, Saturday @08.30am: English Qurbana

MGOCSM-hosted Holy Liturgy in English’s service will begin at 08:30 am and will finish by
09:45 am. Please make use of this opportunity. Note that the MGOCSM will be organising
the Holy Liturgy in English on the second Saturday of every month. This will not replace the
English liturgy on fourth Sundays.

This is open to all. We would also like this to be a space for our young generation to attend
the service with minimum time and to engage in a creative fellowship on weekends.

2. Sunday School, the First Canadian Teachers Conference on SatJan 11 at
Norval.

Date: January 11, 2025, Time: 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM

Venue: St Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church, Norval Parish (Georgetown)

499 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON LOP1KO

We are honored to have Rev Fr Mathew Alexander as our keynote speaker. The theme of the
conference, “Cultivating Excellence” will guide us in exploring creative teaching and
engaging with our Sunday School children as teachers. The conference will benefit us to
enhance the spiritual growth of our children.

This meeting will be in hybrid mode. All our teachers are expected to join. The link for online
joiners has been shared with the SS team.

3. MGOCSM meeting with Mat Achen on SatJan 11 @ 05:00 pm at Norval Parish



MGOCSM will be hosting a Meet and Greet session with Rev Fr Mathew Alexander on
Saturday, January 11th, evening at St.Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church, Norval

Parish after Evening Prayer (starting at 5:00 PM). This will be a wonderful opportunity to ask
guestions, share your thoughts, and learn more about how we can grow spiritually under
Achen’s guidance.

4. February 20 Thursday, St Joseph’s Elders Forum @ SGOCT Parish Hall

Next meeting will be on Thursday Feb 20, 2025, at SGOCT Parish Hall at 12:00 noon.

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS

We have resumed the weekly prayer meetings after a long break. Though we had prayer
meetings conducted online during Covid lockdown, the in-person meetings have resumed
only recently. We request all our area coordinators to reach out to families to look for a
convenient time and date for weekend prayers. It can be on Friday, Saturday or Sunday
based on the availability and convenience of hosts and participants.

It will be a graceful fellowship time for our families.

We will be studying the Acts of Apostles for all area prayer meetings. Please go
through chapter 3, 4 & 5 when we meet for the next area prayer. A compilation of the
thoughts and discussions shall be shared in the respective groups for us to revisit.

Area Prayer Meeting:
Details of upcoming meeting shall be announced later

Sincere thanks:
We sincerely thank Shibu Koshy Samuel (S-36) and family for hosting the prayer in
Mississauga area on Sat Jan 04. Sincere thanks to the participant families.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

o Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to



suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

e Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:

e January 12, Sunday - MMVS, MGOCSM monthly meeting after refreshment

LIVE streaming has ceased but can be accessed: We are sorry to inform that the services
is not available or accessible for public viewing nowadays. The private link shall be sent

by mail. We gently remind our members, whoever wish to join online to send your email ID
to the parish office. We encourage all our members to join in person.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Osthathios this Sunday.
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week
January 19, Second Sunday after Epiphany

Scriptural Readings:
OT: Leviticus 22:26-33, Proverbs 8:22-9:9, Micah 4:13-5:8, Isaiah 51:1-8
NT: 1 Peter 3:7-15, Hebrews 1:1-2:4, St John 1:42-51

Yours in Christ



Thomas John Achen
Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com

Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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