Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

June 15, 2025, First Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 41:38-49, Exodus 12:31-40, Joshua 5:9-12, Micah 3:8-10, 4:4-5, Jeremiah
29:10-16

NT: Acts 17:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:14-6:9, Holy Gospel St Luke 7:27-35

Holy Evangelion, St Luke 7:27-35

Z7This is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, who shall
prepare thy way before thee.” 2| tell you, among those born of women none is greater than
John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 2(When they heard this
all the people and the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism
of John; 3®but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves,
not having been baptized by him.)

31“To what then shall | compare the men of this generation, and what are they like? 32They
are like children sitting in the market place and calling to one another, ‘We piped to you,
and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’ *¥For John the Baptist has come
eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 3#The Son of man has
come eating and drinking; and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ 3*Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”

Reflections:

A message is meant to convey an idea, thought, promise or warning — usually to do with the
future or as a remedial reflection of the past or current present. Whoever delivers the
message is thus duly regarded. In all religious or political settings, messengers from other
states or communities were respectfully treated or cautiously guarded. Messengers were
to be welcomed and the messages they bore were to be received properly. A message is
often a key to a solution. It could address ending a war, an offer of assistance, a remedy for
a problematic situation, getting into a treaty, alerting about an impending action, or a
timeline for surrender. In the absence of a messenger or a carrier, the message remains
undelivered or unconveyed. Messengers need necessarily not be humans. Humans,
animals, plants, planets, sun, moon or stars, devices or occurrences can all be
messengers. There have also been assumptions about aliens visiting Earth with messages
from extra terrestrial realms.

A star conveyed the message of the Lord’s nativity. Angels appeared to shepherds to



announce the Messiah’s birth. The plagues sent to Pharaoh were for him to understand
God’s message of a plan of saving the people from oppression and to convey with whom
God would stand. Pharoah’s dreams contained the message of an abundance and famine
which only Joseph could interpret. The burning bush was a messenger to Moses to tell him
about his mission of liberating those in slavery. A slap on his cheek was felt by M K Gandhi
as a message to initiate India’s freedom fight to liberate people from colonial invasion
which eventually led to Independence.

Here Jesus was talking about John, God’s messenger - sent to prepare the way for a
wholesome redemption and salvation through the Messiah. He was disappointed that
people of authority were not keen to welcome the messenger. He was disturbed by the
complacency and neglect of both the leaders and the common people about a liberated
life-physically, mentally and spiritually. They were under the bondage of foreign rule and
Satanic forces.

John was an ascetic with a difference. He lived in the open and was unafraid. He was not
timid but confident in the Lord. The society had respect for monks and ascetics. But they
could not accept John because he boldly alerted King Herod about his irresponsible living.
The state ruled by a corrupt king was ready to annihilate the messenger and sabotage the
Divine Plan initiated by God. Jesus was comparing the generation to children complaining
of each other while sitting idle, neglecting their duties and responsibilities. It was time for a
change beyond the usual. Someone had to initiate more radical actions. But nobody was
ready to realise their role of becoming a tool for change. Being nonresponsive toward
essential messages means wasting away of life. No alert can then save anyone in such life
settings. Whatever technology, facility and knowledge are made accessible, a general life of
neglect can never be benefitted by any of these provisions. There cannot be justifications
for mishaps that happen due to neglect. Great disasters of the past happened not due to
the absence of alerts but due to neglect of messages.

We may be living in a world that has a perfect system for everything. But with habitual
complacency and lack of responsiveness, no system can assure safety and well being. Itis
not the absence of God or science that is causing disruptions or disasters but the lack of
responsibility and lack of true self awareness. Every individual is responsible for every
mishap happening in the world.

Jesus the Messiah admonished the world to look for the messenger of truth, the Holy Spirit,
for guidance and asked to be responsive. Holy Spirit can manifest in any manner that the
human logic should never belittle or neglect because of the stature, profile, colour, gender,



species or ideology. Holy spirit can assume the shape of a vessel or can be contained in it
that carries Him. We pray for the Lord to give us the power to discern His Voice from many
voices and to feel His presence among the presence of other factors. If God wants, we too
may become messengers. Our readiness to respond to God’s calling through His Spirit
would make our life meaningful and relevant. Let us pray - O Holy Spirit, Come and Renew
the whole creation!!!

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
¢ June 09, St Aron the Ascetic
¢ June 11, St Bartholomew the Apostle

e June 11, HG Simon Mar Athanasius Metropolitan, 136" anniversary, entombed
at Puthenpally, Kottayam

e June 13, Golden Friday

e Condolence

Jacob Varughese (Saji): We express our deepest condolence on the sudden passing away
of Jacob Varughese (Saji) on Wednesday, June 04™. He is survived by his wife Dr Beena
Mathew, son Nikhil Jacob and daughter Nikita S Jacob (Dir Ref: J 22). A prayer gathering was
held in the evening at Saji’s residence on Thursday, June 12.

The visitation and three orders of service shall be conducted at St Johns Dixie Funeral
Home on Friday evening starting at 06:00pm. The Fourth order of service and viewing
shall be held on Saturday, June 14™ at 10:00 am at St Gregorios Orthodox Church of
Toronto, 6890 Professional Court, Mississauga. Interment will be at 12:00 noon at St
Johns Dixie Cemetery. Details of funeral timing and venues have been sent via email and
posted in parish WhatsApp group. Please join the service.

Leelamma Mathew: With deep sorrow, we share the grief on the passing away of Mrs.
Leelamma Mathew, beloved mother of Sam Oommen (Dir. Ref: S03), who was called to
eternal rest on Tuesday, June 10" at 2:00 PM IST.

She is survived by her husband Mathew Oommen, son Sam Oommen, daughter-in-law
Ancy Samuel, daughter Usha Mathew, and grandchildren Alan Mathew Sam & Ruth Sara
Sam.

The funeral service has been held at Mount Tabore Dayara Chapel, Pathanapuram on
Friday, June 13, morning at 10:00 am. Sam and family have reached India to participate in
the funeral service.



Annamma Philip: Our deepest condolences to Mathew Philip and Nimmy Susan Mathai
(Directory M16) on the passing of Mrs. Annamma Philip (79) Thanuvelil, on Saturday, June
7™ at 8:50 AM (IST) in Kollam, Kerala.

She is the beloved wife of late Mr. Philip Jacob and mother of Mathew Philip, mother-in-law
of Nimmi Susan Mathai, grandmother of Anjali Ann Philip & Naomi Lily Philip.

The funeral service was held on Tuesday, June 10" at 10:00am at Thumpamon Kadeesha
Church.

We keep the families in prayer as they go through a hard time with the great loss. May the
Lord comfort the departed souls and fill the hearts of family members with divine peace
and hope through His Holy Spirit.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

e Flight Crash —We pray for the souls of victims to rest in peace and for strength and
comfort of their families through this unimaginable loss. When we are confronted
with uncertainties of life, we become more reliant on Almighty God for protection
and comfort.

 Prayfor peace in the Middle East - We keep praying for peace in the Middle East
and wherever it is threatened. When there is no peace, everybody would live in fear
and suspicion.

e StlJoseph’s Elders Forum

The next gathering will be Outdoor Get together on June 20™ Friday at 12:00 noon.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar.
1. June 14: Sunday School competitions from 12:00 noon till 03:30 pm

2. June 15 - Fathers Day: We congratulate all fathers and pray for them. There will be a
presentation by the Sunday School students after the service. Fathers are images
and manifestations of the Heavenly Father who is compassionate to his children.
With fathers, children should feel the most secure and safe. May the Lord empower
and equip all fathers through his Holy Spirit to carry out their responsibilities well.

3. June 15: OCYM Thattukada (This Sunday) please don’t disappoint our taste
buds.



Please join the Thattukada and enjoy a wide variety of food cooked by our OCYM. They
always have some surprises for us. We could surprise them with our maximum
participation and support. Be ready for a taste blast!!! Let us not disappoint our
Tastebuds!!!

June 16-30: Lent of the Apostles
June 29: Feast of St Peter & St Paul
June 30: Feast of the 12 Apostles

July 03: St Thomas Day

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised

safety concerns.

Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants
The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the

communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,



please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
Jun 15, Sunday -
Due to OCYM Thattukada, there will not be the monthly meeting of OCYM.

LIVE streaming has been reactivated. All services ‘Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of St John Chrysostom this Sunday.
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

Jun 22, Second Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Leviticus 19:1-8, 2 Samuel 5:1-10, Song of Songs 2:15-3:6, Sirach 46:1-6, Daniel
6:25-28, Isaiah 61:10-11

NT: Acts 4:24-28, Ephesians 2:11-18, Holy Gospel St Matthew 10:34-11:1

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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