Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

June 08, 2025, Seventh Sunday after Easter, Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Exodus 19:1-11, Numbers 11:16-17, 24_29, Joshua 18:1-7, Proverbs 4:18-5:2, 2 Kings
2:13-17, Daniel 5:7-19, Ezekiel 11:17-20, Isaiah 42:6-16

NT: Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Holy Gospel St John 16:5-15

Holy Evangelion, St John 16:5-15

But now | am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you

going?’ ¢But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your

hearts. ”Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not
go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if | go, | will send him to you. 8 And when he
comes, he will convince!® the world concerning sin and righteousness and

judgment: °concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; °concerning
righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will see me no more; " concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

2¢| have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. "*When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority,
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to

come. “He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. "®All that the
father has is mine; therefore, | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

Reflections:

Many of us may have experienced staying away at boarding schools. Leaving home is
always a painful experience much to our dislike. Although life’s rigor and routine with its
tight timelines for submitting assignments, sitting exams, paying bills, working long
schedules maybe tough for us daily, when it comes to a moment of travel leaving home for
a long duration, it feels odd and maybe sad. It is the shifting of emotions from a sense of
belonging and owning, knowing familiarity and freedom and moving away from loving
families and friends to new unknown horizons and connections.

Who can a child be most attached to? Most probably with their mother. A mom’s presence
is comforting and encouraging to her children although she is not one to miss a chance to
train and discipline them. Her scolding can be harsh, but her love surpasses everything.
Dads tend to be heroes as they try their best to make the children cheerful and confident.


https://sgoctoronto.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b0245a10b23c3826466d9a97&id=c8f50ea821&e=e7edd9915e

At the scene of Incarnation, the Son of God did this. He left His home and came to a
different environment though it was created by the Heavenly Father and them three
together as the Holy Trinity. It is like buying a property and giving it on rent. Every time, we
visit the house, we would have mixed feelings of ownership and estrangement. Though we
can neither define heaven as a special reality nor the Holy Trinity to be conceived as a
humanistic reality, while trying to know the concept of love and the nature of relationship
that the Holy Trinity shares, as humans, we think in limited ways. The word of God is the
translation of communication that happened in heaven and was given for us humans to
perceive heavenly mysteries. In the Holy Scripture it has been said that God is love. He is
compassionate and reconciling. The same love that God the Father gives to the Son is what
we are commanded to practice among ourselves. So itis not just an impractical concept
but a reality that we all can truly experience. If this love and sharing has any reality for us to
feel and experience, then it would only be apt to think about what the Son of God had left
behind to come into this world for our salvation.

For Jesus, 33 years away from his home might have felt as ages. He was feeling nostalgic
about his Father’s place which He mentioned to his hearers. To the same homely space, He
wanted all of us to return to. Hence, He came to save us from the illusions of this world. He
always had His Father’s mansion in His thought, and He kept His face turned toward it in its
direction. Here in this text, Christ was telling them about his impending journey back. For
them it was hard to conceive. For Him it was only a going back home. Because Jesus was
always aware of from where He had come from, He practiced everything that He used to do
in heaven such as words and actions He would use in. Hence it was all full of love and care,
discernment and affirmation, healing and reconciling, regenerating and resurrecting while
fully knowing who He was talking to. He never shared anything of separation, hatred,
jealousy, division, death, punishment, fight or material gains. For Him heaven was more
real than the world which the Father created. For those who are only confined to the illusive
world, heaven would be a matter of pain. For them, practicing of life in heaven could be
quite impractical. They would say it too. A common comment we tend to make would be -
we are humans, not gods. We try to capture the impracticality of heaven on earth. Here we
find the significance of Incarnation. Jesus practiced heaven in the world, and he
succeeded. The hardest thing for us could be death because we feel that by dying, we
would be missing everything that we like and enjoy.

Christ revealed to us - the beauty, joy and practicality of heaven and its quality in
experiencing it while we are in the world. And, the life in the world would be only to equip us
to join the heavenly court. Those who are unable to practice it would find leaving the world
as judgement and going to heaven as going to a detention center. We pray that as the Lord



promised, we ask for the Holy Spirit to come and teach us the truth of life. Truth would clear
illusions, and we would be able to enjoy heaven on earth.

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
e June 05, World Environment Day

World Environment Day is the biggest international day for the environment. Led by the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and held annually since 1973, it has
grown to be the largest global platform for environmental outreach. It is celebrated by
millions of people across the world.

The Republic of Korea will host World Environment Day 2025 with a focus on ending plastic
pollution globally. Ridding the planet of plastic pollution is an important contribution to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, including those on climate action,
sustainable production and consumption, protection of seas and oceans and repairing
ecosystems and retaining biodiversity. (Courtesy: UNEP Website)

June 06-09, Holy Eid Eid al-Adha translates to the ‘Festival of Sacrifice’ in Arabic. This Eid is
one of the most important holidays for Muslims, as we are reminded of the loyalty and
devotion of Prophet Ibrahim (as) towards Allah (swt). Eid al-Adha commemorates when
Prophet Ibrahim (as) sacrificed his son, Prophet Ismail (as), in obedience to Allah’s (swt)
command. As he was about to carry out the sacrifice, a ram took the place of Prophet
Ismail (as).

This year Eid al-Adha will begin on the evening of June 6, 2025, and continue for three days
until June 9, 2025. Eid al-Adha falls on the 10th day of Dhul Hijjah and takes place after the
Day of Arafah (9th Dhul Hijjah). (Courtesy: Muslim Hands Website)

June 06, H.G. Yuyakim Mar Ivanios Metropolitan,Karottuveettil,101' anniversary,
entombed at Parumala Seminary Chapel

June 06, H.G. Augen Mar Dionysius Metropolitan, 18" anniversary, entombed at
Vallikkattu Dayara, Vakathanam

June 08, Feast of Pentecost: Morning Prayer starts at 08:00 am The feast of Pentecost
was a harvest festival in the old setting which converted to the feast of outpouring of Holy
Spiritin the NT. The order of service is a bit long compared to other services because of the
three times blessing of water. It is very significant because, according to the book of
Genesis, the Holy Spirit brooded over the waters which gave way to creating everything by
the Lord. We experience the regenerating power of water through the Holy Baptism and
through various occasions. Pentecost is to be understood as a corrective to the scattering
of Babel where they got confused with language. In Pentecost, Holy Spirit unites us through
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His language of love and understanding. Pentecost is the new harvest of souls. We keep the
feastin prayer and join in perfect submission to the work of Holy Spiritin us.

Clergy Demise: Rev Fr A K Cherian: We deeply regret to announce the passing away of
Rev. Fr. AK Cherian, a senior priest of the Diocese of America (Achen had served both the
North and South dioceses, 2025) on Wednesday June 04™". Achen served the St Mary’s
Orthodox Church, Bronx, NY for several decades. We express our deepest condolences to
Achen’s family, especially to his son Rev. Fr. Paul Cherian. May the Lord comfort his soul
and give strength to the family and community members who are in grief. The funeral
details shall be announced soon.

Condolence: We are deeply saddened to announce the sudden passing away of Jacob
Varughese (Saji) on Wednesday June 04%™". He is survived by his wife Dr. Beena Mathew, son
Nikhil Jacob and daughter Nikita S Jacob (Dir Ref: J 22). The funeral details shall be updated
soon. We keep the family in prayer as they go through a hard time with the great loss. May
the Lord comfort the departed soul and fill the hearts of family members with divine peace
and hope through His Holy Spirit.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:
Welcome Newborns
We are delighted to announce:

1. Reuben John and Tiffany John (Dir Ref: J 12) have been blessed with twin daughters:
Amelia Maeve John and Clara Emryn John on Wednesday, June 04,
2025. Hearty congrats to the blessed parents and grandparents John Mathews and
Sara Bency John on this joyful occasion.

2. We are delighted to announce that Ajil Achankunju and Roshni Elizabeth Rajan (Dir
Ref: A 24) have been blessed with a baby boy Riyan Thomas Ajil on Thursday June
05" at 5:00 AM. Hearty congrats to the blessed parents and to Grandmother Rani
Rajan!

May God bless the newborns and the family members with all graces.

o StJoseph’s Elders Forum of May 27, Tuesday: Thanks to all who participated in the
luncheon meeting at SGOCT Parish hall on Tuesday May 27™. Our next lunch date
will be on Friday, June 20. Please assure our participation.



UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar
1.June 13, Golden Friday
2. June 15, OCYM Thattukada and Father’s Day.

3.

4.

5.

6.

June 16-30: Lent of the Apostles
June 29, Feast of St Peter & St Paul
June 30, Feast of the 12 Apostles

July 03, St Thomas Day

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised

safety concerns.

Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both

washrooms.

We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back

wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.



WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
Jun 08, Sunday -
Parish MMVS monthly meeting after refreshment.

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services ‘Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Holy Fathers (Mkanastha) this Sunday
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week

Jun 15, First Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Genesis 41:38-49, Exodus 12:31-40, Joshua 5:9-12, Micah 3:8-10, 4:4-5, Jeremiah
29:10-16

NT: Acts 17:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:14-6:9, Holy Gospel St Luke 7:27-35

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com

Mobile: (416) 570 5610

Yours in Christ
Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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