Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

May 18, 2025, Fourth Sunday after Easter

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Exodus 34:4-12, 1 Kings 20:28-30, Micah 4:1-7, Zachariah 8:4-9, Isaiah 37:8-17
NT: 1 John 4:19-5:15, Hebrews 11:3-6, Holy Evangelion St John 4:31-38

Holy Gospel: St John 4:31-38

31Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32But he said to them, “| have
food to eat of which you do not know.” *#¥So the disciples said to one another, “Has any one
brought him food?” 3*Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and
to accomplish his work. 3 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the
harvest’? | tell you, lift your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. 3*He
who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that Sower and reaper may
rejoice together. 3 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ %81 sent you
to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into
their labor.

Reflections:

Jesus himself reflected God the Father. Until then, people never thought that God could be
an embodiment of love. The prophets and leaders like Moses had experienced different
facets of God but in general, people perceived God as furious, one who showed vengeance
and who didn’t hesitate to pay back - an eye for an eye, an arm for an arm. To them - God
was all about righteousness, being fair, punishing for evil, rewarding for good and as One
who wanted people to follow commandments and laws precisely as prescribed without
any dilution of the message intended. It was thus the responsibility of the leaders to help
interpret God’s nature through their teachings and actions so that people would experience
Him in His entirety. God had to be understood in His true nature.

The temple, its worshipping and teachings played a huge role in people’s lives. People
rushed to anything that seemed to offer solace. Since the temple played a major role, the
people revered its authorities with their teachings and admonishments thus considering
this as their ultimate source of knowledge about God. Seeing how naive the people were,
Jesus was angered about how they were misled and thus took the whip to drive out the
wrong interpreters of God so that His Father’s temple would be cleansed off their various
trades.



A business is known by how its owner runs it. Likewise, people’s knowledge about God was
through religious leaders and authorities. However, in those days, the temple was giving out
wrong ideas about God. It was run like a business center where the rich were treated
respectfully, and the poor were almost rejected. The poor widow went unseen. The bent
womahn was more acceptable in her sickness than in her healing on the Sabbath. The blind
man had no sight due to his or his parent’s sins and thus was not meant to be healed. Every
good thing experienced was to be seen as being given from the so-called generosity of the
leaders and every bad thing would find its likely origin in people’s sin or as what God had
meant for it to be. Salvation was thus in the hands of the leaders and people were led to
lean on them a lot. Fear and control gripped the people rather than faith and care. It is
indeed a challenge for a temple to witness God in a world where nothingis in place. The
times of Jesus and our times are not that different. Everybody fails in reflecting God. Jesus
was referring to this when He said that the harvestis in plenty and asked God to send
workers. He was not referring to actual farming but He meant the harvest of souls who
thirsted for divine filling. A temple is to fulfill spiritual hunger where souls search for God
and where He meets them. Despite our reasons to go to the temple or church, our main
aim to go there is to meet God and converse with Him. Nothing else should matter. At the
temple there maybe some socializing, fellowship gathering, observances of ceremonial
events, feasts and festivals and certainly monetary dealings but it all happens around the
core of knowing God. If that core is neglected, missed, or goes out of focus, then the
temple would be reduced to a business center. When a temple does its true ministry, there
will be progress and prosperity for the community and for its members. It also needs an
administrative set up to manage everything properly and orderly as St Paul reminds us in 1
Cor 14:40. The whole purpose of such administrative set ups is to keep the temple as God’s
true house without allowing evil to creep in.

Jesus has called us to minister the Kingdom of God everywhere. We are to be the
ambassadors of Christ guided by the Holy Spirit in all ways and always. If we look around,
we would see several hungry souls craving for God’s love, care and providence. As it has
been said, God has no more hands other than ours. All faculties, organs, facilities that we
have are meant for this purpose, to serve God. We cannot say that we live for our family, for
our children, for our work, for our positions. As the Lord clearly said, whoever loves
anything more than God, they will lose them. Whoever loves God than anything else will
receive them. In serving God, we shall not lose anything. Our reward will be the Kingdom.
As He asked His disciples, God is asking us to look for the harvest and to start working in
His farm without delay. Nothing else matters. Everything else will fall into place when we
focus on Him. We submit and dedicate to the ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
He will empower us through His Holy Spirit. Let us pray, “Come O Lord, Maranatha!!!”



FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:
e May 15, Feast of Theotokos for Crops and Harvest
e Stlsaac

e« HG Yuhanon Mar Severios Metropolitan, 35" anniversary, entombed at Zion
Seminary, Koratty

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

. MMVS Bake Sale was a big success. Sincere thanks to allThe MMVS bake sale was a big
success. All the food items were brought by our members and were delicious and very
tasty. We managed to collect $ 4,350/- Sincere thanks to MC members, MMVS office
bearers, all volunteers, those who brought delicacies, set up the counters and all our
members who have supported the sale.

e 1.StJoseph’s Elders Forum - Date changed to May 27, Tuesday
Our next lunch will be on May 27, Tuesday. Please assure our participation.

2. May 19, MGOCSM is hosting an event to go to “Glow Zone 360.” Registration closed
as of May 12. Hope that enough members are registered for this event.

3.June 15, OCYM Thattukada
UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar

1. May 29, Thursday, Feast of Ascension, Holy Liturgy will be on Wednesday May
28" starting with evening prayer at 06:30 followed by Holy Liturgy.

2. May 29-June 07: Days of Waiting (Kaathiruppu), Preparation days for Pentecost
3. June 08, Sunday: Feast of Pentecost

4. June 16-June 30: Lent of the Apostles, June 29- Feast of St Peter & St Paul, June 30-
Feast of the 12 Apostles

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.

FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services



Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

¢ Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

e Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
May 18, Sunday -
OCYM monthly meeting after refreshment

LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services ‘Live Streaming is now available.

Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Mar Abraham the Hunter this Sunday
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.

Next Week
May 25, Fifth Sunday after Easter
Scriptural Readings:



OT: Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Joshua 8:30-33, Proverbs 9:1-11, Joel 3:16-21, Isaiah 26:1-8
NT: 1 Peter 3:17-22, Hebrews 11:32-40, St Luke 9:51-62

Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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