Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

May 25, 2025, Fifth Sunday after Easter

Scriptural Readings:

OT: Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Joshua 8:30-33, Proverbs 9:1-11, Joel 3:16-21, Isaiah 26:1-8
NT: 1 Peter 3:17-22, Hebrews 11:32-40, St Luke 9:51-62

Holy Gospel: St Luke 9:51-62

51 When the days drew near for him to be received up, he set his face to go to

Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the
Samaritans, to make ready for him; 53 but the people would not receive him, because his
face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to bid fire come down from heaven and consume them?”[a] 55 But
he turned and rebuked them.[b] 56 And they went on to another village.

57 As they were going along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you

go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said,
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 But he said to him, “Leave the dead to bury
their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I
will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to
him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Reflections:

As days progressed toward His Ascension, Jesus’ face was turned toward Jerusalem. His
orientation in the physical world shifted toward the future that He was destined to join.
When people who surrounded asked Him questions or approached with requests, His
responses were not what they were prepared to hear as His unwavering focus was on His
Father’s mission — bringing more souls to the Kingdom of God. Every individual
mattered. What counted was each one’s readiness to join His journey.

We live in a world where religious hatred and communal phobia are on the rise. We have
been withessing how perverted faith and religious fundamentalism become weapons
of mass destruction of people and places due to erosion of values. Goodness barely
remains. While the world was not too different in Jesus’ times, He chose to be impartialin
thought and inclusive in action. His pulse was tuned to everyone around. Healing the
soldier’s ear who came to imprison Him was as necessary as healing the possessed, blind,
lame and sick. No one’s suffering was unimportant for Him. Until He breathed His last on



the Cross, He remained true and fervent to His mission. This passion thus saved the thief
onthe Cross.

Christ lived as the joy to the whole world as the angel announced at his birth. He came to
save all the children of God. For Him, all had to be saved, not only the people of a particular
faith that He belonged to. His disciples were religious and well disciplined in their tradition.
When they were confronted with the refusal of access to the Samaritan space where they
had had acceptance previously, they could not use their wisdom in the Holy Spirit, but they
were tempted to act as tools for evil vengeance. Both faith communities - Samaritans and
the disciples - erred by refusing access and praying for destruction.

At times we forget who we are and the purpose of our lives. As the disciples were thinking
about praying to God to send fire from heaven, they forgot the fact that Christ the Lord was
with them. Did they overlook His access to God the Father? Was it not possible for Him to
pray for fire to burn their opposers? Or did they forget that He had the power to do anything
against anyone? Was it not possible for them to think of how He perceived the refusal? Was
there such a time constraint on them that they were unable to wait for His response? What
would have happened if Jesus permitted a destruction to come upon the community? How
would it seem to us if the Lord actually said “l have come only for the sick?”

Salvation is a huge mission which requires true wisdom and complete understanding with
the right use of talent and power to discern along with the ability to foresee consequences
of every thought, word and action. A wrong thought can bring about a misplaced word
which can initiate an unintended action. Anything done without much thought, if it goes
wrong, can end up going out of hand. Only what would then remain would be
consequences that we may not be prepared to deal with. A wrong prayer can burn down a
house, a family, a community or the whole world. What then would one earn after
everything is destroyed? This is why war is not a solution to any dispute. Whatever is earned
after destruction means nothing for the victors. Jesus remains as the example for us to
follow. Never wish for anything bad to anyone. When faced with a difficult situation, to
take a diversion and go our way would be a better choice than to stay to see annihilation or
to misuse faith. His beatitudes have promised us blessings beyond our imagination for
every unpleasant situation in our lives. Like Christ, our focus is to be on the big picture, on
the mission we are commissioned for, and on spreading our Father’s love.

FEASTS AND REMEMBRANCES:



e May 16 - 35" commemoration of LL HG Yuhannon Mar Severios
e May 19 -200"" commemoration of Punnathra Mar Dionysius Ill

¢ May 20 - King Constantine, Queen Helen, 4 Evangelists, Fathers of the 3
Ecumenical Synods

e May 26 - 11*" commemoration of LL HH Baselios Marthoma Didymus (Mount
Tabor Dayara, Pathanapuram)

e May 29, Feast of Ascension, The Holy Liturgy on May 28, Wednesday starting
with evening prayer @06:30 pm will be followed by Holy Qurbana and Holy
Liturgy of Ascension.

Scriptural Readings

OT: Deuteronomy 9:26-10:5, 1 Samuel 9:15-10:1, Jeremiah 31:31-34, Daniel the Younger
3:49-90, Ezekiel 10:18-22, Isaiah 48:20-49:4

NT: Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 4:1-16, 1 Timothy 3:16, Holy Gospel St Mark 16:14-20

Condolences: We are deeply saddened to announce the passing of Mrs. Sosamma Joy
(71), Naduvath Kapil, Vandur on last Wednesday, May 22, 2025. She was the wife of late Mr.
Kapil Joy.

Mathew Joy (Directory Ref: M12) along with his two brothers left Canada on Friday, May 23
to attend the funeral arrangements and burial Services.

This information was given to all of us through Church WhatsApp and email. The burial
service will take place on Monday, May 26 starting at 8:30 AM at St. George Orthodox Syrian
Church, Vadapuram.

Let us uphold the family in our prayers during this difficult time and may God grant eternal
rest to the departed soul. We remain in the hope of resurrection and the promise of new
life to come.

FROM OUR LAST UPDATE:

CCC Meeting

The Canadian Council of Churches met in Ottawa at St George and St Antony Coptic
Orthodox Church for its Annual Governing Board Meeting from Wednesday 21 May to Friday
23 May. Around 30 churches in Canada, both episcopal and non episcopal were in
attendance. There were various sessions for administrative matters, guests sharing their
faith experiences, discussions, workshops and fellowship. Every time the churches come



together, an aura of Christ prevails. It stays non-judgmental and open to diverse thoughts.
Every church/ denomination is part of the universal body of Christ. There were discussions
and workshops on themes such as: ending sexual exploitation, correction and restorative
justice, where now can we find visible unity of the church in Canada, secularism etc.

The sessions dealt with new insights and ideas for churches and government to join hands
and work together for. These ecumenical meetings are guided by the Holy Spirit to address
real issues that are impacting global peace and concord while also offering a platform to
discuss various issues that are affecting our witnessing to the Kingdom of God. There was a
session as well regarding the 1700" anniversary of the Nicene Creed. A discussion on the
search for visible unity among churches in Canada which led us to think on possibilities of
unity was also conducted. Indeed, we had a fruitful sharing amongst the participants
leaving us with the impression that our struggles and challenges are shared just as our love
and hope in Christ are. As a church, we can take the learnings and insights from the CCC to
another step in future, wherein we can leverage on sharing of expert knowledge and faith
for the guidance of our people on various topics of interest. Watch this space for more
sharing of such!

e Stloseph’s Elders Forum - Date changed to May 27, Tuesday

Our next lunch will be on May 27, Tuesday. Please assure our participation.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS: Please note in your calendar
1. May 25, Sunday, Parish BBQ

2. May 29, Thursday, Feast of Ascension, Holy Liturgy will be on Wednesday May
28" starting with evening prayer at 06:30 followed by Holy Liturgy.

3. May 29-June 07: Days of Waiting (Kaathiruppu), Preparation days for Pentecost
4. June 08, Sunday: Feast of Pentecost

5. June 16-30: Lent of the Apostles

6. June 29- Feast of St Peter & St Paul

7. June 30- Feast of the 12 Apostles

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS:
Details of upcoming meetings shall be announced later.



FOR OUR ATTENTION & TO NOTE:
Children, please occupy front benches during our Liturgical Services

Kindly avoid crowding at the back of the church. A few concerns.

¢ Due to safety concerns and for assuring an undistracted worship space, we request
all our members to proceed to the front rows except those that are reserved for
children when we enter the temple. It would be a bit difficult for our volunteers to
suggest moving to the front during the service as it would cause distraction and
noise. We need to avoid crowding at the entrance and stair areas as this has raised
safety concerns.

¢ Please be considerate to our senior members to help them find seats or while they
try to access the washroom. A slip or a hit should be avoided in any circumstance.

o Please be watchful at the shoe rack area which is also the entrance to both
washrooms.

¢ We request our parents to attend our children not to pull the alarm lever at the back
wall.

Hand Waving Machine & Common Absolution Prayer for all communicants

The hand waving machine has been installed at the church entrance for taking count of the
communicants. Whoever wishes to take Holy Communion, upon entering the temple,
please wave your hand once at the machine. Please be aware that after the Nicene Creed,
the machine shall be disabled. Absolution shall be done during the morning prayer.

WEEKLY IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
May 25, Sunday - Recognition of Sunday School Teachers right after the Holy Qurbana in
accordance with the Diocesan Sunday School Guidance

MGOCSM monthly meeting after refreshment
LIVE streaming has been reactivated: All services ‘Live Streaming is now available.
Holy Liturgical Text for this Sunday

We will be using the English Taksa of Mar Dionysius Bar Salibi this Sunday
May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.



Next Week

May 31, Sunday after the Feast of Ascension, Sunday before Pentecost
Scriptural Readings:

OT: Joshua 1:5-9, 1 Kings 17:17-22, 2 kings 23:21-25, Isaiah 44:23-28
NT: Acts 26:19-25, Philippians 2:1-11, Holy Gospel St John 13:31-36
Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Email ID: frthomaspjohn@gmail.com

Mobile: (416) 570 5610
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