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WEEKLY THOUGHTS - FEBRUARY 05, 2021
Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

February 07, Day of All the Faithful Departed

Epistle Readings: St James 3:1-12, 1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Gospel Reading, St Luke 12:32-48

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your
possessions, and give alms; provide yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a treasure in
the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.35 “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning, 36 and
be like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the marriage feast, so that they may
open to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds
awake when he comes; truly, I say to you, he will gird himself and have them sit at table, and he will
come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them so, blessed
are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the householder had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready; for the Son of
man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for
all?”” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise steward, whom his master will set over
his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom
his master when he comes will find so doing. 44 Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his
possessions. 45 But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,” and begins to
beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46 the master of that
servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will
punish him, and put him with the unfaithful. 47 And that servant who knew his master’s will, but did
not make ready or act according to his will, shall receive a severe beating. 48 But he who did not
know, and did what deserved a beating, shall receive a light beating. Every one to whom much is
given, of him will much be required; and of him to whom men commit much they will demand the
more.

Reflections

Early believers of Christ were only a small count compared to that of other religions. He never
offered them pointless promises or fortunes. He had asked them to love and to leave unnecessary
burdens. He called them little flock and assured them not to be afraid. He wanted them to care for the
needy with their limited resources. He trained them to rejoice in the small things in life, a fellowship
of warmth and mutual care, practice minimalism, open to everyone, considerate towards the needy,
submissive to the Will of God. He helped them to find the greatest treasure in their life, the Kingdom
of God. He made them servants who work for the Heavenly Master. He asked them to keep their light
on. They knew, He was referring to God by talking about light. They were illumined by His presence
and teachings and had no need to worry about darkness. They owned nothing other than their
enlightened souls which no thieves were able to rob away. It was a wonderful community. They were
ever ready in God’s ministry. As we remember all the departed, let us realise that, church is the
continuation of that early fellowship. Currently we are His ministers doing everything possible for
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further establishing the Kingdom of God. Let us renew the Spirit and continue our work with more
enthusiasm and dedication.

Feasts

February 02, Mayaltho, Presentation of Jesus at the Temple (Day of Senior Citizens)

Gospel of Luke chapter 2:22-40 briefly narrates the presentation of infant Jesus in the Temple. It was
the custom to circumcise all male infants on the eighth day of their birth and to dedicate them at the
temple. Jesus was greeted by Simeon and Anna the prophetess. Holy Spirit prompted Simeon to
predict on the child, “...as the salvation of the world”. He also predicted on the life of his mother
saying, “a sword will pierce your soul too”. Anna too predicted on the child as the redemption
everybody was looking for. If there were prophets present when we were presented in the temple at
baptism, what would have been their prediction of us? Nice a thought, isn’t it?!

February 02, HG Pathrose Mar Osthatios Metropolitan, 5374 anniversary, entombed at Karmel
Dayara Kandanad. He is the one who worked hard for uplifting lives of the marginalised and
outcastes. He personally took every effort to transform their lives. He evangelised, baptised, helped,
taught and accommodated them to the traditional Church system. He initiated Sleeba Daasa
Samooham (Servants of Cross) which is unique in its service and functioning. His life keeps on
inspiring the church to attend more to the less privileged and downtrodden.

February 03, Mar Barsauma the Mourner. He was a fifth century monk. Fifth diptych has the
reference to this holy father; Mar Barsaumo, as the chief of the Mourners. What is mourning referred
to? He was praying and fasting very much, thus he was aptly called “Bar Sauma”, which means “Son
of fasting”. Under his robe, he wore a dress made of metal; in the winter his body was tortured by the
cold, in summer, he was burning with heat. In prayer, he collected his thoughts and sighed from the
bottom of his heart. Once, when he was praying, fire came down to him like a flash and became like a
tongue, entering his mouth. The prayers he performed was from dawn to dusk in a bowed position.
He wept during his prayer until the earth beneath his feet was muddy. He performed many miracles:
he drove out demons from people, gave sight to the blind, opened deaf ears, healed many of their
sickness, cured many of their illness and blessed the fruit of their fields and vineyards. Whoever
mentioned his name was released from suffering.

Virtual Meetings

Friday February 05, Sunday School Liturgical Session for Seniors 06:00 — 07:00 pm
Saturday February 06, SGOCT Prayer Meeting, 07:00 — 08:30 pm

Sunday February 07, SGOCT Choir Meeting, 06:00 - 8:00 pm

Friday February 12, OCYM Meeting, 07:30 — 09:00 pm

Sad Parting

We are in prayer for the departed soul Mr Mathai Skariah, beloved father of A Skariah & Omana (Dir
Ref: S 09). The Funeral service was held on Wednesday Feb 3rd at 2:00pm (IST) at St George
Orthodox Church, Vennikulam. H.G. Yuhanon Mar Chrisostemos Metropolitan has led the service.
We pray that God empower the family members and comfort the departed soul.

Support our Parish

It is high time for all our members to support our parish by making a monthly paying of $100 ($50
towards subscription + $50 towards offertory). I kindly request beloved members to set up a direct
debit with the bank to parish account. We require a good credit score for our bank account too. We
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had collected about $60,000/- from offertory in 2019 whereas we could collect only below $25,000/-
in 2020. See the difference. How could we cover it without any other income provision? Please think
about it seriously and respond at the earliest.

Articles required for the church
Most of the articles required for the church have arrived. We are waiting for one more item in the list
to be delivered. Items and donors shall be announced soon. Sincere thanks to all the contributors.

Names of the beloved departed members, a gentle reminder

We have started receiving emails from members with details of their beloved departed. We have also
started adding them to the list. Please respond. We would like to keep the list for remembrance on
respective Sundays as we do for Birthdays and Wedding Anniversary Days.

Liturgical Text for this Sunday
We will be using the Taksa of Abraham Nahasirthono. So moving and melting. Let us listen to it.

Please find the Link for Live Streaming
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDT7tcyQwlyZ1 yCGIAWStA

COVID-19 Guidelines

The government has announced a Provincial state of emergency effective from 14th Jan. Community
and Worship centers can go ahead with 10-member participation. We hope that the current
restrictions would help in bringing down the spread of infection to zero. Many of our members who
are working with the Dept of Health have received the vaccine which gives us some relief. Let us
keep on praying for the whole world. God shall protect all his children everywhere.

May the Gracious Lord keep us from harm and heal the whole world.
Yours in Christ

Thomas John Achen

Fr Thomas P John

fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com
+1(416) 570 5610




