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WEEKLY THOUGHTS - OCTOBER 22, 2021
Dearly beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

Sunday, October 24, Sixth Sunday after the Feast of the Cross

Epistle Readings: Acts 21:27-40, 1 Corinthians 5:6-13

Holy Evangelion: St Luke 18: 18-27

18. 18 And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”” 19 And Jesus said
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 20 You know the commandments:
‘Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and
mother.”” 21 And he said, “All these I have observed from my youth.” 22 And when Jesus heard it, he
said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 23 But when he heard this he became sad, for he was very
rich. 24 Jesus looking at him said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of
God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?”” 27 But he said, “What is
impossible with men is possible with God.”

Reflections:

Jesus preached about the Kingdom of Heaven and brought examples of how it would be different from
the world that we live in. The Kingdom of Heaven has the ‘poor’ placed above earthly wealth. A person
who is dedicated to strict observance of spiritual discipline is asked to give out his possessions to help
the needy. The process of giving out to the poor becomes the process of giving in to Heaven’s account.
Who does not have a bank account? Who has opened an account in heaven? Once somebody starts an
account, they would want to be able to add to the savings little by little if they can’t immediately put a
large sum. If it is an account with Heaven, what would be the investment, and what would be the
possibilities to give more? According to the Lord, it is nothing but the simple care for others, Jesus calls
his peers as neighbors. Who are our neighbors? Our neighbors are those who are in need, wherever they
are on earth. These are the ones whom we offer help in whichever way it is done. We are in that
kingdom, only when the poor and the needy are placed in the center of our activities and thoughts.
Greed for money and priority for luxuries will only make a person go sad. This is similar to the case of
the rich young man who approached Jesus Christ to do more for the Kingdom of God. One should
always bear in mind that the poor and the needy occupy the center of the Gospel as clearly said by Jesus
at the beginning of his ministry at the synagogue, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners, and
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Lk
4:18,19)

Feasts:

October 18, St Luke the Evangelist

St Luke is known as the author of two foundational books of the church, Gospel of Luke and Acts of the
Apostles. The first Gospel speaks about the life of Christ and the latter exposes the origin, early life, and
initial growth of the church. Luke was also identified as the first iconographer who has painted
Theotokos and was recognized as the patron saint of iconographers. He was a doctor by profession
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whose writings have details of medical or healing procedures. He was an associate of St Paul (Col 4:14,
2 & Timothy 4:10) who continued Pauline's ministry after his martyrdom, with fervor and enthusiasm.
October 22, Mar Baselios Shakralla, 257th anniversary, entombed at Kandanad Marthmariam
Church

Mar Shakralla was a Maphrian of the Antiochene church. He came to Malankara in 1751 and did lead
the church till his passing away. His leadership helped the church in a tough and turbulent time. He was
a theologian, writer, good leader, and a true witness of the Lord.

October 23, St James the Apostle, son of Alphaeus

St James, son of Alphaeus, was one among the twelve apostles who walked with Christ and preached
the gospel in the early church. He is identified as the brother of Matthew who was called Levi the son of
Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). St James is distinct from the other James, the son of Zebedee.

October 24, HG Zachariah Mar Theophilos, 4th anniversary, entombed at Christhusishyasram,
Thadagam, Coimbatore

HG Zachariah Mar Theophilos was the Metropolitan of Malabar Diocese who had also served as the
General Secretary and later the Bishop Vice President of MGOCSM. HG initiated several charity
projects for uplifting the youth and women.

Condolence, James Padippura, 54 years, a gifted singer

We send deep condolences on the unexpected passing away of James Padippura, Nallila. He was a
talented singer who has been high on demand for choir programs within and outside the church. He and
his wife Jessy together made an excellent team for assisting the Church sacraments and liturgical
services. Prayers for his soul. May he join the eternal hosts who sing unceasingly, Glory, and Hallelujah
to the God of all music!

India hits 100 Crores Covid Vaccine

After suffering hard from the COVID pandemic, India has managed to vaccinate 100 crores of citizens.
It has become possible by the dedicated service of health workers and the cooperation of the people.
Salute to all the leaders and volunteers who promoted the immunization program.

Flood Relief in Kerala, support please

We are aware of the flood and its aftermath in Kerala. The government and various agencies are
working hard to support the victims. The Malankara Church office has asked all the members to offer all
help and support possible during this hard time. Many relief camps are open now. Can we think, in what
ways we could support the flood relief program? Let us also pray for the land and its people to be
protected and guarded against any further calamity.

Harvest Festival & Auction, Sincere thanks

The Harvest Festival and Auction turned up into a big success with the participation of our members
through offering items for auction and bidding them online or at church. We have fetched about $4000/-
at church and $1000/- online. We have also collected some amount through the Kappa & Beef Curry
sale. We do thank members who came to church and helped in cooking, packing, serving, and cleaning
up. Sincere thanks to Jim Mathews for his excellent cooking of Kappa & Beef Curry. We do thank all
members who have donated items for auction. We sincerely thank James Vaidhyan and George M
George for their wonderful conduct of the auction which made everyone feel joyful. We do thank all our
members who participated in the auction both online and at church.
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MMYVS Diocesan Quiz, Congrats to SGOCT Team

Our church quiz team won first place in the diocesan Bible quiz (held on Oct 02). Congratulations to the
team members - Jaya Soney, Jessy Vaidhyan, Mini Thomas, Raji Padinjarethalackal, and Suna Cherian.
We highly appreciate and thank them for their hard work and dedication. We share the 1st place with St
Thomas Yonkers. There were three teams tied for second place: St George Port Chester NY, St
Gregorios Bensalem & St Mary’s OC Philadelphia. The 3rd place was won by St Mary’s Lindon, New
Jersey. Our church had won first place last year too. Hope the legacy will go on!

Communicants Counting Machine, Wave your hand ‘ONCE’ please

All Sunday participants are requested to register their names at the entrance and as we enter the church
interior, please wave your hand once between the sensor poles of the counting machine if we are to take
Holy Communion. Please do not wave if we are not taking Holy Communion. Thanks to everyone for
your cooperation.

Choir & Acolytes joint practice- Saturdays 4:30-6:00 pm

This is a reminder to all our choir members and Acolytes to attend the weekly choir practice currently
conducted virtually on Saturdays 04:30 — 06:00 pm. We would wish our choir members and acolytes
who will be taking turns on the upcoming Sunday or feast days to join the practice session for better
coordination and harmonious chanting. The link shall be sent before the meeting.

Meetings ahead, In-Person & Virtual

October 23, Saturday, SGOCT Choir & Acolytes weekly practice — 05:00 — 07:00 pm in-person &
virtual.

October 23, Saturday, Evening Prayer at Church, 07:00 — 08:00 pm, live-streamed.

October 24, Sunday, SS Common Session & Teachers Meeting at Church after the Holy Liturgy, in-
person & virtual.

October 24, Sunday, MGOCSM meeting, 07:00 — 08:30 pm.

October 28, Thursday, Gregorian Seniors Meeting, 07:00 — 08:30 pm.

Liturgical Text for this Sunday
This Sunday, we will be using the English Taksa of St James

Link to Sunday Holy Liturgy
Please see below the Link for Live Streaming
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDT7tcyQwlyZ1 yCGIAWStA

May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.
Yours in Christ,
Thomas John Achen

fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com
Mobile: (416) 570 5610




