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WEEKLY THOUGHTS - MAY 27,2022
Dearly beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

May 29 Sunday, Sunday before Pentecost

Epistle Readings: Acts 21:7-9, 1 Corinthians 7:1-2, 25 -34, 9: 1-10

Holy Evangelion: St John 17:13-26, St Mark 10:17-22

3 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made
complete in themselves. '*I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. * T am not asking you to take them out of the
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.'® They do not belong to the world, just as I do not
belong to the world. '’ Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. ** As you have sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. * And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.

20« ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me through their

word, ! that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so
that the world may believe that you have sent me. 2* The glory that you have given me I have given them,
so that they may be one, as we are one, = I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one,
so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved

me. 2* Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my
glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 2* “Righteous
Father, the world does not know you, but I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 2* I made
your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may
be in them and I in them.”

Reflections:

“They may be one as we are one” has become the universal prayer for oneness and unity. It was the
Lord’s farewell prayer. Jesus Christ, the Son of God the Father, has revealed the inevitability of oneness
for the existence of the Kingdom of Heaven. It exists only beyond our reach until we practice love and
unity. The sign of the Holy Spirit is unity and mutual care. The unity referred to here is what is revealed
in the Holy Trinity. They are Father, Son and Holy Spirit who exist and ever exist without any dilemma.
The most powerful eternal realities never conflict. If they conflict, the whole universe will collapse.

Let us commit to catering to unity wherever possible. Let us also be aware that we need to look for unity
rather than uniformity.

Feasts:

Feast of Pentecost on Sunday June 05. We are in the days of ‘Waiting’

10 days between the Feasts of Ascension and Pentecost are meant for waiting for the rekindling of the
Holy Spirit. It was the Lord’s command to the disciples at the time of His ascension, to remain in the city
until they become clothed with power from high. The Church observes these days of waiting for the
renewal of the Holy Spirit. Let us be in prayer and plead for the hovering of the Holy Spirit on us and on
the whole creation.

May 26, HH Baselios Marthoma Didymos I, g™ anniversary, entombed at Mount Tabore Dayara
Chapel, Pathanapuram
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Rev. Sister Saino passes away

Rev. Sister Saino, 71 years old, member of St Stephen’s Orthodox Church Kattanam has passed away.
She had been serving at Santhitheeram, Pandanad, a rehab project under the Diocese of Niranam. Funeral
service will be conducted on Saturday May 28 at her home parish Kattanam.

Condolence

Our deepest condolences to Mr Jacob Mathew K and family (Directory ref: J 01) on the passing away of
Mercy Jacob's beloved mother Elizabeth P Varghese (86 years) at Chalakudy, Kerala on Thursday May
25,2022 at 7:00 pm (IST).

The funeral service was conducted at St. Sebastian's Forane Church, Kuttikad, Chalakudy, Kerala on
Friday May 26, 2022. May the Lord comfort her soul and strengthen all the family members. Please keep
everyone in prayer.

19 Children and two teachers are mourned by the whole world

The world is in shock over the passing away of 19 children and two teachers in the shooting in Texas. No
amount of consolation will make up for a massacre for innocent children. Rachel’s weeping for her
children (St Matthew 2:18) has continued in history at various places through various ages. How to
comfort the families of the lost ones? When will they be able to come out from the trauma? How will it
affect the rest of the kids who were there? Why can’t the world say no to weapons of destruction?

Only the Lord has the power to comfort this type of grief. Peace be unto the whole world. O Lord, You
are the resurrection and the life. Let there be a resurrection of love and divine peace in all hearts.

Indian author Geetanjali Shree wins International Booker Prize

Geetanjali Shree, an Indian author, becomes the first writer from South Asia to claim the literary award
for her fiction “Tomb of Sand”. She had written in Hindi and translated to English by Daisy Rockwell.
This award considers translations whereas the Booker Prize is given for novels written in English.
Arundhati Roy had won the Booker Prize for her fiction ‘God of Small Things’ and thereby became the
first Indian author to grab it. Hearty Congrats to Geetanjali.

Welcome Vienne!

Jobin Varughese and Elizabeth Georgie (Directory Ref: J23) have been blessed with the arrival of their
second daughter Vienne Emmanuelle Georgie Varughese, born on May 26, 2022 at 8:40 PM.
Congratulations to both parents, grand-parents George Varughese & Anni Varughese (Directory Ref:
G08) and her elder sister Liora! God bless the couple and all our kids.

MMYVS Bake Sale — Sunday June 12
MMVS Bake sale will be on Sunday, June 12. We request participation of all members. Shall announce
details soon.

Please find update from the Sunday School Principal

OVBS 2022 is planned for August 10, 11, and 12th. Requesting the participation of all students.
Sunday school will be conducting competitions such as Solo Singing, Story Telling, Elocution, and
Bible Quiz on June 04 Saturday. The details on the competitions with the registration link shall be sent
by next week.
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Vicar’s travel to India, May 30 — June 30

The parish vicar will be away on holidays in India - May 30 to June 30. Arrangements have been made to
cover Sundays and other days. For any pastoral needs, please contact the parish office, Thomas Joshua,
Treasurer on (647) 887 4010 and Gijo Peter, Secretary on (647) 778 2119. The vicar can be reached
through WhatsApp or Email: fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com. Local Indian contact shall be shared soon.
Requesting prayers from all our beloved members.

Ordination of Acolytes

We may have members, adults or kids, willing to join the Altar Assistance Service. Whoever wishes to
join the Acolytes, please feel free to reach out to the Vicar at (416) 570 5610. We will conduct the
training sessions and fix a date for ordination.

SGOCT Parish Library and Book Club
We expect books or contributions from voluntary supporters.

‘Urava’- OCYM initiated Parish Journal is ready out for reading
Please pick up your copies from Liju Thomas Thakadiyel.

Spiritual Organizations and WhatsApp Groups

All the spiritual organizations of our parish have created WhatsApp groups for regular communications
and updates. We request all our members to join corresponding groups. If you are not already in, please
reach out to organizational secretaries.

Gregorian Seniors Forum, G George: (416) 738 7765

MMVS, Beena Mathew: (647) 835 1521

OCYM, Suna Cherian: (647) 818 9376

Choir, Anand Joseph: (416) 276 5021

Acolytes, Cleemis Vaidhyan: (647) 308 2135, Anish Mathew: (647) 818 6125

MGOCSM, Emil Mathew: (647) 877 9272, Sandra Shaji: (647) 551 6563

Sunday School, Santosh Varughese: (416) 937 8595

MGOCSM Alumni
Our parish MGOCSM would like to reach all members who had any association with MGOCSM in India
or elsewhere. Please inform whoever worked with MGOCSM. You can either send an email to

mgocsm.sgoct@gmail.com copying to the vicar at fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com or send a message/call to
(416) 570 5610.

Communicants Counting Machine, Wave your hand ‘ONCE’ please

All Sunday participants are requested to register their names at the entrance and as we enter the church
interior. Please wave your hand once between the sensor poles of the counting machine if you are to take
Holy Communion. Please do not wave if you are not taking Holy Communion. Thanks to everyone for
your cooperation.

Meetings ahead, In-Person & Virtual

May 28, Saturday, SGOCT Choir & Acolytes joint practice, 05:00 — 07:00 pm
May 28, Saturday, Evening Prayer at Church, 07:00 — 08:00 pm

May 29, Sunday, Sunday School in person at church after the Holy Qurbana
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Liturgical Text for this Sunday
This Sunday, we will be using the Taksa of Mar Isaac of Antioch

Link to Sunday Holy Liturgy
Please see below the Link for Live Streaming
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDT7tcyQwlyZ1 yCGIAWStA

May the Gracious Lord keep us from all harm and heal the entire world.
Yours in Christ,

Thomas John Achen

fr.thomaspjohn@gmail.com

Mobile: (416) 570 5610




