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Th i s  d rawing dep ic ts  the  in-depth  bond ing between Jesus  and  the
Apost les .

The  Apost les  were  o f ten  addressed by Jesus  wi th  p ro found teach ings  and
gu idance .  J esus  ma in ly  emphas ized se l f-den ia l ,  ca r ry ing  one ’ s  c ross ,  and
fo l lowing h im ,  wh ich  the  apost les  keen ly  observed .

Moreover ,  the  ma in  mot ive  beh ind  Jesus ’ s  speeches  was  to  impar t  w isdom
to h i s  d i sc ip les  and  the  c rowd .

Add i t iona l ly ,  J esus  commiss ioned h i s  d i sc ip les  to  make d i sc ip les  o f  a l l
na t ions ,  bapt iz ing  them and teach ing them in  the  name of  the  Fa ther ,  Son
and the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t .

H i s  i n te rac t ions  wi th  the  d i sc ip les  were  f i l l ed  wi th  compass ion ,
encouragement  and  t rans format ive  messages .
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The word ‘Apost le ’  means ‘ the one who is sent ’ .  This indicates that someone is
there to send someone,  and someone is there to be sent - for a c lear purpose.  In
connection with the t i t le Apost le ,  we have a concern to use the word ‘mission’ to
indicate their role ,  as the word in a re l igious or spir i tua l  context could be
associated with colonia l  mission carr ied out in the past in var ious parts of the
world .  People on such missions went about with the purpose of colonis ing the
whole world and they used re l igion or fa ith or scr ipture as a tool .  Under the
pretext of such missions ,  they exploited ,  ru led and colonised var ious lands whi le
the indigenous people of such lands underwent much suffer ing.  These expedit ions
were sometimes ca l led mission for Christ .  People on such missions amassed a l l
the wealth from the lands that they colonized whi le indigenous people who were
enrol led into such missions lost their health ,  wealth ,  l iberty and r ights .  Thus ,  the
real i ty of a mission seemed different from what people in it ia l ly perceived it  to be .
In such missions thus ,  there were gainers and sufferers .  Due to this connotat ion
with the word ‘mission’ ,  the writer of this art ic le would rather use words such as
‘ministry’ or ‘service’ as regards to the works of the Apost les .  

Pr ior to atta ining the t i t le of Apost les ,  the band of twelve men who Jesus ca l led
had no idea about why they were ca l led ,  what they would get or what was
intended of that ca l l ing .  They just responded to that ca l l  by joining Him in His
dai ly act ivit ies .  They moved around with Him, l istened to Him, spoke with Him,
observed Him, a l l  of which marked the beginning of their apost leship .  In doing so ,
they were joining Jesus in every possib le way for a period that was to last for
three years as i f  akin to a probat ionary or tra ining period ,  l ike ly ,  the longest such
period seen.  The length of this tra in ing or probat ion period should have been
indicat ive that His in it ia l  ca l l  to them was for a purpose of an unprecedented kind .

Once they asked Jesus ,  “Lord ,  we have left everything ,  what would we get?” From
that quest ion we can infer that they had something valuable ,  re l iab le or re latable
l ike a def ined income, societa l  connections ,  fami l ia l  responsibi l i t ies ,  var ious
relat ionships etc .  before they met Him and they wanted to know if giving up a l l
that they had for His ca l l  was worth it .  They were leaving behind a l l  that was
fami l iar and certain to fol low an unfami l iar and uncertain path with Him. In one
such moment of di lemma of weighing the pros and cons of fo l lowing Christ ,  He
responds to them saying: “Truly I te l l  you ,  in the renewal of a l l  th ings ,  when the
Son of Man sits on His glor ious throne ,  you who have fol lowed Me wi l l  a lso s it  on
twelve thrones ,  judging the twelve tr ibes of Israel .  And everyone who has left
houses or brothers or s isters or father or mother or wife or chi ldren or f ie lds for
the sake of My name wi l l  receive a hundredfold and wi l l  inherit  eternal  l i fe (Mt
19:28,29) .  There is no mention of Christ ’s throne being elevated above the
others ’  so we could assume that their thrones would be at par with Christ ’s
throne.  They would represent the twelve tr ibes of Israel  and they would look
after the whole creat ion .
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To a t t a i n  tha t  th rone  wh ich  wou ld  be  g iven  to  them a t  the  end ,  and  not  a t
the  beg inn ing ,  t hey  wou ld  have  had  to  go  th rough  many exper iences ,  many
lea rn ings ,  many ha rdsh ips ,  many ques t ions  wh ich  wou ld  mou ld  them in to  who
He wished  fo r  them to  be  -  as  seen  to  be  f i t  fo r  the  th rones  i n  H i s  k i ngdom .  

The  journey o f  Apos t l esh ip  began  when  they ,  who were  phys ica l l y  ac t ive  i n
th i s  wor ld ,  responded to  the  ca l l  o f  the  d iv ine  and  the  unseen .  When  Jesus
was  i n  th i s  wor ld ,  Ch r i s t  who was  the  logos ,  came in to  human fo rm -
unb lemished  and  unpo l l u ted  w i thout  los ing  H i s  essence  wh i l e  jo in i ng  the
phys ica l i ty  o f  c rea t ion .  Even  though  He  wa lked  among peop le ,  He  was  the
ete rna l  l ogos .  We see  th i s  a t  the  resu r rec t ion  too  where  He  appeared  to
many a t  d i f fe ren t  p l aces  a t  the  same t ime and  cou ld  a l so  appear  i n  a  c losed
meet ing  room as  He  came th rough  so  tha t  they  cou ld  touch  H im ,  see  H im and
fee l  H i s  p resence  i n  human  fo rm a l t hough  He  was  fu l l y  as t r a l  o r  sp i r i t ua l  a t
the  same t ime .  T rue  to  H i s  p romise ,  “Un t i l  t he  end  o f  t ime ,  I  w i l l  be  w i th  you ”
(Mt  28 :20) .  He  i s  Emmanue l ,  He  i s  w i th  us ,  never  to  l eave  us .  

J e sus ’  phys ica l  p resence  has  been  fe l t  t h rough  centu r ies  as  He  made  H imse l f
ava i l ab l e  to  peop le  as  they  wished  to  see  H im .  The  Logos  or  the  Word  thus
became f l e sh .  The  word  was  u t te red ,  i t  was  rece ived  by  Mary  and  o thers  who
were  most  recept ive ,  and  i n  th i s  fo rm s tayed  wi th  peop le  as  they  wi tnessed
many m i rac les  th rough  H im .  Th i s  i s  recorded  i n  the  O ld  Tes tament  as  we l l .
Whoever  hea rd  the  Word ,  f e l t  H i s  p resence  w i th  them .  He  wa lked  w i th  them .
Throughout  the i r  jou rney  i n  the  w i l de rness  to  the  p romised  l and ,  He  was  w i th
them - day  and  n igh t-  they  sensed  H i s  p resence ,  no  one  den ied  H i s  l ead ing .
So ,  t h i s  was  a  pe rcept ion  as  to  how we re l a te  to  a  pe rson  and  how we fee l
about  them .  Depend ing  on  the  capac i ty  o f  a  pe rson  to  comprehend  and
depend ing  on  the  need  o f  the  s i tua t ion ,  He  wou ld  make  h imse l f  p resen t  -  as
v i s i b l e  o r  i nv i s i b l e ,  i n  pe rson  or  i n  Sp i r i t .  Thus ,  by  hea r i ng  and  accept i ng  the
Word ,  by  do ing  H i s  work ,  by  pa r tak ing  i n  H i s  m in i s t ry ,  by  be ing  w i th  the
needy and  a t tend ing  to  them ,  H i s  p resence  wou ld  be  fe l t  by  peop le .

The  onto log ica l  approach  p resen ts  God the  Logos  as  love .  Nobody can
become God in  H i s  essence .  To  address  th i s  imposs ib i l i ty ,  t he  p rov i s ion  was
g iven .  God i s  love ;  thus ,  by  v i r tue  o f  lov ing  each  o ther  and  p rac t i s i ng  love ,
we can  fee l  H i s  p resence .  Whoever  p rac t i ce  love  as  revea led  by  Chr i s t ,  can
become Chr i s t .

A  person ’ s  jou rney  to  apos t l esh ip  beg ins  by  accept i ng  H i s  ca l l  and  wa lk i ng
wi th  h im un t i l  t he  end  when  they  a t t a i n  the  th rone ,  can  be  l engthy  or  shor t ,
depend ing  on  a  s i ng le  p rocess  -  the  t r ans fo rmat ion  o f  the  i nd iv idua l  f rom
‘hav ing ’  to  ‘ becoming ’ .  Tha t  i s  the  essence  o f  Apos t l esh ip :  we s ta r t  w i th
hav ing  Chr i s t  w i th  us  and  we end  wi th  becoming  Chr i s t .
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We can  f i nd  th i s  a f f i rmat ion  as  summed up  by  S t .  A thanas ius  o f  A lexandr i a
when  he  de f i ned  the  myste ry  o f  i nca rna t ion ,  ‘God  became man ,  fo r  man  to
become God ’ .  When  we jo in  H im we wou ld  have  everyth ing  as  He  p rov ides
and  l a te r  we become what  He  p rov ides .  For  i n s tance ,  He  sa id ,  I  am the  b read
of  l i f e  ( J n  6 :35) .  The  Apos t l es  had  tha t  b read  bu t  eventua l l y  they  became tha t
b read  jus t  as  He  became b read  fo r  everyone .  They became b read  th rough
the i r  words ,  ac t ions ,  s ac r i f i ces ,  deeds ,  hea l i ng ,  touch ,  he lp i ng  and  ca r i ng .
B read  i s  fo r  sus ta in i ng  l i f e  -  to  nour i sh ,  nu r tu re .  L i kewise ,  t h rough  the i r
p resence  they  were  nour i sh ing  the  who le  wor ld .

J e sus  sa id  -  I  am the  l i gh t  o f  the  wor ld .  S ince  they  were  w i th  H im ,  t hey  were
in  the  l i gh t .  They  had  the  l i gh t ,  and  they  en joyed  the  l i gh t .  However ,  l a te r
J esus  to ld  them:  “you  a re  the  l i gh t  o f  the  wor ld … ” ,  aga in  i nd ica t i ng  o f  them
tha t  they  had  to  become tha t  l i gh t .

J e sus  a l so  sa id :  I  am the  t ru th ,  l i f e  and  resu r rec t ion .  The  Apos t l es  became the
t ru th ,  l i gh t  and  resu r rec t ion .  Every  ‘ I  am ’  tha t  He  u t te red ,  l a te r  the  apos t l es
became so .  The  t ru th  wh ich  they  became was  them l i v i ng  out  bo ld ly  tha t  God
i s  the  e te rna l  t ru th .

K ingdom of  God i s  e te rna l  t ru th .  A l l  o the r  th i ngs  w i l l  pass .  J e sus  sa id ,  I  am
the  l i f e .  He  gave  l i f e  to  many .  L i kewise  i n  g iv ing  l i f e  to  many and
resur rec t i ng  many peop le ,  apos t l es  became l i f e .  They  o f fe red  resu r rec t ion
too to  peop le  thus  mak ing  themse lves  Resur rec t ion .  Eu tychus  was  a  young
heare r  whom Pau l  gave  back  l i f e …

Toward  the  end  o f  the i r  l i f e ,  when  they  became Chr i s t- l i ke ,  t he  wor ld
cou ldn ’ t  a f fo rd  them .  They had  to  t ake  away the  l i f e  o f  the  apos t l es  j us t  as
they  took  away the  l i f e  o f  J esus .  To  the  persecutors ,  Ch r i s t  and  every
Apost l e  was  a  th rea t .  Bu t  the  persecut ions  on ly  caused  more  to  jo in
Apos t l esh ip .  

By  embrac ing  Apos t l esh ip ,  t hey  embraced  Chr i s t  and  were  becoming  H im .  The
number  twe lve  i s  on ly  a  rep resen ta t ion .  The  ca l l i ng  i s  un to  a l l  to  become
apos t l es .

May the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  gu ide  us  and  he lp  us  a l l .

 

 PILLARS OF THE CHURCH

6URAVA

. .

In i t i a ted by SGOCT OCYM



The Holy  Apost les  +  One
By:  Lian Gijo / Kevin Vincent / Sam Assareymuriyil / Chris Varghese / Hannah Thomas

/ Binta Joshua / Joshua Thomas / Aiden Anish / Jonathan Philips / Aednah Anish /
Jerusha Thomas / Jadon Koshy / Anya Varghese  (MGOCSM) 
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The ear ly Christ ian Church was shaped by the l ives and teachings of the Twelve

Apost les ,  chosen by Jesus Christ to spread His message of love, redemption ,  and

salvation. Each apost le contributed to the growth of Christ ianity through their

unwavering faith ,  dedication to spreading the Gospel ,  and wi l l ingness to sacrif ice

for their bel iefs .  Here ,  MGOCSM youth takes an effort to delve into the l ives of

these remarkable individuals and discover the t imeless lessons they offer to

bel ievers today.

St .  Peter - by Lian Gi jo

St .  Peter ,  the apost le was one of the 12 discip les chosen by Jesus and recognized

as an inf luentia l  f igure in the ear ly Christ ian church. Peter ,  a lso known as Simon

Peter or Cephas ,  was cal led by Jesus to be the rock of the church stated in the

gospel of Matthew 16:17 - 18. Peter was original ly a humble f isherman along with

his brother Andrew when Jesus cal led them both to take part in his ministry.

Although Peter was a strong leader in the ear ly church ,  he a lso had notable

weaknesses such as denying Jesus three t imes before the crucif ixion. Despite these

f laws, Peter’s unshakeable faith and leadership qual it ies dist inguished him from the

rest of his fe l low discip les .  In Christ ian tradit ion ,  Jesus gave Peter the keys to the

kingdom of heaven which symbol izes his importance in spreading the word of God

after the ascension of Jesus .  St .  Peter played a pivotal role in the establ ishment

and growth of the ear ly church and continues to play a role in inspir ing bel ievers

by strengthening their faith and to bel ieve Jesus is the l ight even in the darkest

t imes.

St .  Andrew - by Kevin Vincent

Saint Andrew truly was a great saint .  He was one of Jesus’s twelve apost les and

was the f irst apost le to be chosen by Jesus .  He performed many miracles during his

t ime as an apost le and was init ia l ly a discip le of John the Baptist .  What I found

part icular ly interesting about St .  Andrew was that before he was martyred by

crucif ixion in Greece, he deemed himself unworthy to be crucif ied on the same

type of cross as Jesus .  He instead asked to be crucif ied on an ‘X’-shaped cross .

The reason this stood out to me was the fact that St .  Andrew had such adoration

and love for Christ that he felt unworthy to even die the same way as him. He sets

the example for a l l  members of the church to be l ike him in our love for Jesus and

he helps us remember that we must a lways have devotion to our faith .
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St .  James the Great - by Sam Assareymuriyi l

St .  James the Great was the f irst among the twelve apost les to be martyred for his

fa ith .  St .  James a long with his brother John and father Zebedee were known

Gal i lean f ishermen unti l  h is l i fe changed forever when Jesus ca l led James and his

brother to fol low Him. St .  James was bold and had strong faith ,  a long with a

react ive temper ,  th is was true for both brothers;  l ike ly what gave them their

nickname ‘Sons of Thunder’ .  As part of Jesus's inner circ le St . James was able to

witness miracles such as the rais ing of Ja irus '  daughter ,  the Transf igurat ion and

agony at the Garden of Gethsemane. Having witnessed such great miracles ,  and his

t ime with Jesus ,  St . James had an undeniable fa ith and went on to become an

inspir ing example to the church ,  even today.

St .  John - by Chris Varghese

St .  John ,  known as the beloved discip le ,  was one of the twelve apost les of Jesus

Christ .  St .  John and his brother St .  James were the sons of Zebedee,  often referred

to as the "Sons of Thunder ."  This honorable saint is notable for his c lose

relat ionship with Jesus ,  being present at key events l ike the Last Supper and Jesus'

crucif ix ion .  Addit ional ly ,  he was the author of severa l  books in the New

Testament ,  inc luding the Gospel of St .  John ,  Epist les of St .  John ,  and Revelat ion .

Just as St .  John developed a c lose re lat ionship with Jesus through personal

experiences and teachings ,  we as discip les of Christ can a lso deepen our fa ith by

studying Scripture ,  part ic ipat ing in Christ ian community act ivit ies ,  and embracing

a l i fe of prayer and service .  L ike St .  John ,  we must str ive to embody love ,  humi l i ty ,

and devotion to Christ ,  seeking to understand his teachings and share his message

of sa lvat ion and redemption with others .  He was the only apost le who was not

ki l led ,  but exi led to Patmos where he met his natura l  end.  

St .  Phi l ip - by Hannah Thomas

Phi l ip the Apost le ,  a lso known as Phi l ip the Evangel ist ,  was one of the twelve

apost les chosen by Jesus .  He's often remembered for his role in the New

Testament ,  part icular ly in the Gospel of John ,  where he plays a part in the feeding

of the f ive thousand and quest ions Jesus about seeing the Father .  After Jesus'

ascension ,  Phi l ip is said to have preached in Greece ,  Phrygia ,  and Asia Minor .  Later

tradit ions suggest he was martyred in Hierapol is .Phi l ip 's legacy is marked by his

dedicat ion to spreading the teachings of Jesus ,  part icular ly in regions beyond

Jerusalem, contr ibut ing to the ear ly growth of Christ ianity .  His story is one of

fa ith and commitment to his bel iefs .  His enduring impact resonates through

centur ies ,  inspir ing bel ievers to fol low his example in spreading the message of

Christ ianity effect ively .  



St .  Bartholomew - by Binta Joshua

St .  Bartholomew, known as one of the twelve
apost les of Jesus Christ ,  holds s ignif icant
reverence in the Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church ,  part of the Malankara Church
tradit ion .  Revered as Mar Bartholomew
Sleeha ,  he symbol izes unwavering fa ith and
martyrdom. Tradit ion holds that he preached
the Gospel in regions such as India and
Armenia ,  spreading the message of Christ 's
love and sa lvat ion .  His martyrdom, according
to tradit ion ,  involved being f layed a l ive for
his fa ith .  In the Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church ,  St .  Bartholomew's l i fe and sacr i f ice
inspire devotion and serve as a reminder of
the enduring commitment to Christ amidst
adversity .  
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St .  Thomas - by Joshua Thomas

St .  Thomas is best known for his init ia l  skepticism regarding Jesus' resurrection.
From then on, Thomas became a staunch bel iever and dedicated fol lower of Jesus .
After Jesus' ascension ,  St .  Thomas is said to have traveled to India to spread the
message of Christ .  Tradit ion holds that he arr ived in the southern state of Kerala ,
where he is bel ieved to have converted many people to Christ ianity and establ ished
seven churches. St .  Thomas's feast day is celebrated on Ju ly 3rd and he is venerated
as a saint and a powerful intercessor for bel ievers .  St .  Thomas' l i fe exempl if ies key
aspects of discip leship ,  including faith in the r isen Christ ,  commitment to mission and
evangel ism, wi l l ingness to suffer for the sake of the Gospel ,  part icipation in Christ ian
community ,  and bold witness to the transforming power of Jesus Christ .  His example
continues to inspire bel ievers to fol low Christ wholeheartedly and share his love
with the world .

St .  James ,  Son of Alphaeus - by Aiden Anish

A lesser-known fol lower of Jesus ,  James ,  son of Alphaeus ,  is sometimes cal led " James
the Less ." His l i fe exempl if ies the diversity of Jesus's fol lowers ,  demonstrat ing that
not every discip le was at the forefront .  Simi lar to this ,  fol lowing Christ in the
modern era emphasizes service ,  humi l i ty ,  and dedication rather than celebrity or
respect .  James the son of Alphaeus serves as an example of how every Christ ian ,  no
matter how visib le ,  makes a substantia l  contr ibution to God's kingdom. Like James ,  a
discip le must fol low Christ with a l l  of their heart and serve others without
reservation. This relat ionship serves as a reminder that the true meaning of
discip leship is to l ive out Christ 's teachings rather than pursue fame or recognit ion
for oneself .  



St .  Matthew - by Jonathan Phi l ips

Saint Matthew, one of the Twelve Apost les ,  started as a Jewish tax col lector
named Levi in Capernaum. As tax col lectors were typica l ly despised by Jews for
their role in Roman ru le ,  h is decis ion to fol low Jesus came as a surpr ise .  Matthew’s
cal l ing is s ignif icant as i t  shows Jesus's message of redemption and inc lusivity .  He
wrote the f irst Gospel in the New Testament ,  detai l ing the l i fe ,  teachings ,  death ,
and resurrect ion of Jesus .  His Gospel ,  written in Aramaic ,  a imed to encourage ear ly
Christ ian converts and to spread Jesus's message to nonbel ievers .

Tradit ion holds that after Jesus's ascension ,  Matthew preached in Palest ine and
possib ly ventured to Ethiopia ,  Parthia ,  or Persia ,  though histor ica l  records are
unclear .  The Gospel of Matthew is bel ieved to have been written between 42-50
AD, predat ing the destruct ion of the Temple in Jerusa lem. Saint Matthew's feast
day is celebrated on September 21 in Western Christ ianity ,  and he is often
depicted in Christ ian art with an angel ,  representing divine guidance in writ ing his
Gospel .
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St. Simon the Zealot - by Aednah Anish

Simon the Zealot ,  a lso known as Simon the Cananaean, was one of the twelve
disciples chosen by Jesus Christ ,  demonstrating the inclusivity of Jesus' ministry by
encompassing a variety of backgrounds and perspectives. The tit le “zealot”
dist inguishes him from other people who are also named Simon in the New
Testament. This t it le also suggests that before fol lowing Jesus , Simon had been
involved in a movement that strongly opposed Roman rules . However , upon becoming
a disciple of Jesus , Simon's zeal has been redirected towards spreading Jesus'
message of love, peace, and redemption rather than advocating for violent resistance
against Roman authority. His inclusion among the disciples showcases the diversity of
backgrounds and perspectives among Jesus' fol lowers , i l lustrating the transformative
power of Jesus' teachings. In this way, Simon exemplif ies the universal invitation
extended by Jesus to al l  people ,  regardless of their backgrounds or past aff i l iat ions , to
become disciples and participate in the mission of spreading the Gospel message of
love, compassion, and redemption. 

St. Judas Thaddeus - by Jerusha Thomas

St. Judas Thaddeus is often referred to as the "Patron Saint of the Impossible" due to
the bel ief that he intercedes in particular ly chal lenging or desperate situations.
According to tradit ion, after the death and resurrection of Jesus , St .  Thaddeus
traveled to Mesopotamia to preach the gospel .  St .  Thaddeus continued his missionary
work in the region, establ ishing Christ ian communities and baptizing new bel ievers .
He is said to have performed many miracles during his ministry , including heal ing the
sick and driving out demons. St .  Thaddeus's ministry eventual ly led to his martyrdom.
His feast day is celebrated on August 21st ,  and he is revered as a powerful
intercessor for those facing diff icult or impossible situations. In summary, St .  Judas
Thaddeus' example as a disciple of Christ inspires bel ievers to fol low Jesus
wholeheartedly , proclaiming the Gospel ,  performing acts of compassion and power,
enduring suffering for the sake of Christ ,  and trusting in God's provision and care in
al l  circumstances.

Judas Iscariot - by Jadon Koshy

In Orthodox Christ ianity , Judas Iscariot is viewed through the lens of the broader
Christ ian narrative, emphasizing themes of betrayal ,  redemption, and the sovereignty
of God. Judas's role in the betrayal of Jesus , though a tragic and signif icant event ,  is
often contextual ized within the framework of divine providence and human free wil l .
Whi le his actions led to Jesus' crucif ixion, they were also foretold in Scripture ,
highl ighting the complex interplay between human agency and God's ult imate plan for
salvation. In Orthodox teachings, Judas serves as a cautionary f igure , reminding
bel ievers of the dangers of greed, pride, and the consequences of turning away from
faith . However , even amidst his betrayal ,  there is room for compassion and the
recognit ion of his humanity , as Orthodox theology holds that God's mercy extends to
al l  who seek forgiveness. Thus , Judas Iscariot represents not only a f igure of
treachery but also a symbol of the potentia l for redemption and the unfathomable
depths of divine grace. 
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St .  Paul - by Anya Varghese

My favorite Apost le ,  St .  Paul ,  who is a towering f igure in Christ ian history ,
captivates people with his transformative journey from persecutor to apost le .  His
prol i f ic letters ,  profound theological insights ,  and unwavering commitment to
spreading the Gospel shows across centuries .  From his Damascus Road encounter
to his missionary voyages ,  Paul 's zeal and intel lect shaped the ear ly Church. His
emphasis on grace ,  fa ith ,  and love as foundational to Christ ian l i fe endures as a
beacon of spir itual  wisdom. Despite chal lenges and hardships ,  his resolve remained
unshakeable .  Through his writ ings ,  Paul continues to inspire mi l l ions ,  guiding
bel ievers to deeper understanding and devotion ,  making him a cherished favorite
among the faithful .

The MGOCSM youth has attempted to put together their diverse perspectives ,
developing vibrant insights and understanding of each of the apost les .  Each
individual ’s unique viewpoint adds depth and resonance to our explorat ion of
these amazing stories .  As we journey forward together ,  let us cherish the
opportunity to learn from one another and to grow in our shared commitment to
embodying the teachings of Christ ,  ever inspired by the enduring legacy of the
Apost les .  

Be l oved ,  l e t  u s  l ove  one  a no t he r ,  b e c au se  l ove  i s

f r om  God ;  eve ryone  who  l ove s  i s  bo r n  o f  God

and  knows  God .  Whoeve r  doe s  no t  l ove  doe s

no t  k now God ,  f o r  God  i s  l o ve .              

-     1  J o hn  4 : 7-9  



Number  12  
By: Liju Thomas Thakadiyel (OCYM)

In the tapestry of  b ib l ica l  symbol ism ,  certa in numbers weave through the
narrat ives with remarkab le cons istency and s ign i f icance .  Among them,  the
number 12 stands as a beacon of  d iv ine order ,  completeness ,  and author i ty .  From
the Old Testament to the New,  i ts  recurr ing presence i l luminates profound truths
about God’s  governance ,  covenanta l  promises ,  and the estab l i shment of  H is
chosen people .  Let  us take on a journey through the sacred texts to unrave l  the
r ich tapestry of  meanings woven around the number 12 in the B ib le .

The Twelve Tr ibes of  Israe l  

The foundat iona l  s ign i f icance of  number 12 f inds i ts  ear l iest  express ion in the
format ion of  the twelve tr ibes of  Israe l .  Descended from the twelve sons of
Jacob ,  these tr ibes symbol ize the un i ty and d ivers i ty of  God's  chosen people .
Each tr ibe carr ied i ts  un ique ident i ty ,  yet together they formed a cohes ive
whole ,  ref lect ing the d iverse yet un i f ied nature of  God's  redempt ive p lan for
humanity .  

The Twelve Tr ibes of  Israe l  ho ld a centra l  p lace in b ib l ica l  h istory and theology ,
symbol iz ing the covenant re lat ionsh ip between God and His  chosen people .
According to the b ib l ica l  narrat ive ,  the twelve tr ibes are descended from the
twelve sons of  Jacob ,  who was later  renamed Israe l .  Each tr ibe represents a
d ist inct  l ineage and is  associated with speci f ic  character ist ics ,  terr i tor ies ,  and
b less ings .  These twelve tr ibes formed the backbone of  the nat ion of  Israe l ,
serv ing as the bas is  for  i ts  socia l ,  po l i t ica l ,  and re l ig ious structure .  The
s ign i f icance of  the tr ibes extends beyond the i r  h istor ica l  ex istence ,  as they a lso
hold symbol ic  and prophet ic meanings throughout the b ib l ica l  narrat ive ,
part icu lar ly in  the promises of  restorat ion and the future estab l i shment of  God's
k ingdom.

The Twelve Apost les  

In the New Testament ,  the symbol ism of the number 12 f inds new express ion in
the se lect ion of  the twelve apost les by Jesus Chr ist .  These chosen d isc ip les
served as the p i l l a rs  of  the ear ly Chr ist ian community ,  entrusted with the miss ion
of spreading the Gospe l  to the ends of  the earth .  Just  as the twelve tr ibes
represented the foundat ion of  Israe l ,  the twelve apost les formed the bedrock
upon which the Chr ist ian church would be bui l t .  

The Twelve Apost les ho ld a s ign i f icant  p lace in Chr ist ian h istory and theology ,  as
they were chosen by Jesus Chr ist  to be His  c losest  fo l lowers and to carry on His
miss ion of  spreading the Gospe l  message to the wor ld .  Thei r  se lect ion marked
the beginn ing of  a new era in the estab l i shment of  the Chr ist ian fa i th .  Together ,
the Twelve Apost les formed the core of  Jesus '  earth ly min istry and p layed a
foundat iona l  ro le in  the estab l i shment and expans ion of  the Chr ist ian church .  
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Their diverse backgrounds ,  personal it ies ,  and experiences ref lect the universal
scope of Jesus' message and the inclusivity of God's redemptive plan for humanity.
Through their preaching, teaching, and martyrdom, the apost les paved the way for
the spread of Christ ianity to the ends of the earth ,  leaving an enduring legacy that
continues to inspire bel ievers to this day.

The Twelve Gates and Foundation Stones

The book of Revelat ion paints a vivid picture of New Jerusalem, adorned with
twelve gates and twelve foundation stones. Each gate bears the name of one of the
twelve tr ibes of Israel ,  whi le the foundation stones are inscribed with the names of
the twelve apost les .  This imagery signif ies the complete inclusion of God's people ,
both from the Old and New Covenants ,  in the heavenly city .  It speaks to the
continuity of God's redemptive plan and the eternal s ignif icance of His covenantal
promises .

The Twelve Gates  

In Revelat ion 21:12-13, John describes the New Jerusalem as having twelve gates ,
each made of a single pear l ,  and each gate guarded by an angel .  These gates are
arranged in three gates on each of the four sides of the city ,  total ing twelve gates .
Each gate is inscribed with the name of one of the twelve tr ibes of Israel .  The
symbol ism of the Twelve Gates signif ies the inclusivity of God's salvation. By
naming the gates after the twelve tr ibes of Israel ,  the imagery suggests that
salvation is offered to people from al l  nat ions and backgrounds. The gates ,  being
made of pear ls ,  symbol izes their preciousness and the purity of those who enter
through them.

The Twelve Foundation Stones  

Revelat ion 21:14 describes the twelve foundation stones of the city wal l ,  with each
foundation stone bearing the name of one of the twelve apost les of the Lamb. The
names of the apost les are l isted in Revelat ion 21:14-19.

The signif icance of the Twelve Foundation Stones l ies in their role as the sol id and
unshakable foundation of the New Jerusalem. By naming the foundation stones after
the apost les ,  the symbol ism emphasizes the foundational role of the apost les in the
establ ishment and growth of the Christ ian church. Addit ional ly ,  the diversity of the
apost les' backgrounds and experiences ref lects the unity of the church ,  bui l t  upon
the teachings and testimony of these chosen messengers of Christ .

Overal l ,  the imagery of the Twelve Gates and Foundation Stones in Revelat ion
serves to convey the splendor and majesty of the New Jerusalem, the ult imate
destination for bel ievers who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. It
underscores the universal scope of God's redemptive plan ,  the centra l i ty of Jesus
Christ ,  and the enduring legacy of the twelve tr ibes of Israel and the twelve
apost les in the fulf i l lment of God's purposes throughout history. 
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The Twelve Stars and Other Symbol ic References

Further symbol ism surrounding the number 12 abounds in the B ib le .  In Revelat ion ,
a  woman adorned with twelve stars symbol izes the people of God ,  c lothed in
div ine protect ion and author i ty .  Addit iona l ly ,  Jesus ’  age of twelve when He
astounded the teachers in the temple speaks to His ear ly recognit ion of d iv ine
ca l l ing and wisdom beyond His years

The Woman with Twelve Stars

In Revelat ion 12:1 ,  John sees a v is ion of a woman c lothed with the sun ,  with the
moon under her feet ,  and a crown of twelve stars on her head .  This imagery
symbol izes severa l  th ings:

The woman represents the people of God ,  often understood as Israe l  in the
Old Testament and the Church in the New Testament .
The sun symbol izes the g lory and radiance of God's presence .
The moon under her feet represents v ictory over darkness and evi l .
The twelve stars symbol ize the twelve tr ibes of Israe l  or the twelve apost les ,
s igni fy ing the cont inui ty and complet ion of God's covenanta l  promises .

The Twelve Months and Twelve Hours  

In var ious passages throughout the B ib le ,  the number twelve is  a lso associated
with t imekeeping ,  such as the twelve months of the year and the d iv is ion of the
day into twelve hours .  These references serve pract ica l  purposes in measur ing
t ime but a lso carry symbol ic s igni f icance ,  h igh l ight ing the order l iness and
completeness of God's creat ion and provident ia l  care .

In conc lus ion ,  the s igni f icance of the number 12 in the B ib le transcends mere
numerica l  va lue;  i t  serves as a powerfu l  symbol  of d iv ine order ,  completeness ,
and author i ty .  From the twelve tr ibes of Israe l  to the twelve apost les and
beyond ,  i ts  presence weaves through the sacred narrat ive ,  i l luminat ing the
grandeur of God's redempt ive p lan for humanity .  As we de lve deeper into the
bib l ica l  text ,  may we cont inue to uncover the r ichness of meaning embedded
with in the tapestry of numbers ,  symbols ,  and stor ies that comprise the Word of
God.

The symbol ism of the number twelve in the B ib le conveys themes of
completeness ,  d iv ine governance ,  and covenanta l  promise .  Whether represented
by stars ,  t r ibes ,  apost les ,  or other symbols ,  the number twelve underscores the
overarching narrat ive of God's redempt ive p lan unfo ld ing throughout h istory ,
cu lminat ing in the u l t imate v ictory of Chr ist  and the estab l ishment of His k ingdom
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The role of women in apostol ic ministry is a topic of signif icant importance and
considerable debate within Christ ian circ les .  As we explore this theme, it ’s
essentia l  to recognize the historical ,  theological ,  and contemporary perspectives
that shape our understanding.

Historical Context

In the ear ly Christ ian church ,  women played pivotal roles .  The New Testament
mentions several women who were inf luentia l  in the spread of the Holy Gospel .
For instance, Mary Magdalene is often referred to as the "apost le to the apost les"
because she was the f irst to witness and proclaim the resurrection of Jesus ( John
20:18). Prisci l la ,  a longside her husband Aqui la ,  was a prominent teacher who
helped to instruct Apol los ,  a s ignif icant preacher of the ear ly church (Acts 18:26).
Phoebe is recognized as a deaconess of the church at Cenchreae and is
commended by Paul in Romans 16:1-2 for her service to the church. 

Despite these ear ly examples ,  the formal recognit ion of women in apostol ic roles
has been contentious throughout church history. The patr iarchal structures of
ancient societies often led to the marginal izat ion of women in many leadership
roles ,  including those within the church.
.

Theological Perspectives

Theological arguments about women in apostol ic ministry often hinge on
scriptural interpretat ion. Some denominations adhere to a complementarian view,
which holds that men and women have dist inct but complementary roles in the
church ,  typical ly reserving apostol ic and pastoral posit ions for men. This
perspective often cites passages such as 1 Timothy 2:12, where Paul writes ,  "I do
not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be
quiet .

Conversely ,  egal itar ian theology argues that men and women are equal ly capable
and cal led to a l l  forms of ministry ,  including apostol ic roles .  Proponents point to
the broader context of scripture ,  such as Galat ians 3:28, which states ,  "There is
neither Jew nor Genti le ,  neither s lave nor free ,  nor is there male and female ,  for
you are a l l  one in Christ Jesus ." They argue that the ear ly church’s inclusion of
women in signif icant roles supports the view that gender should not l imit
ministeria l  opportunit ies .

Contemporary Developments

In recent decades ,  many Christ ian denominations have reevaluated the role of
women in ministry.  Some, such as the United Methodist Church ,  the Angl ican
Communion, and various Pentecostal movements ,  have ordained women as pastors
and bishops. These denominations often highl ight the gifts and cal l ing of women
and the need for a more inclusive approach to ministry.

Women and Apostol ic  Minis try
By:  Mrudula Philip (MMVS)
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Al l  the churches h igh l ight  the presence and in i t i a t ive of  the Ho ly Sp i r i t  in  the
whole l i fe  of  the church inc lud ing var ious ro les  of  min is t ry .  Ord inat ion becomes
on ly a  par t  of  the l i fe  of  the church .  The church has made new prov is ions for
women to get  in to admin is t rat ive ro les .  Organ izat ions have prov is ions for
women leadersh ip .  Depending on how fami l ies  and communi t ies  equ ip ,  women
can be invo lved in  wider  reach ing ro les  with in  and outs ide the fa i th  communi t ies .  

Cha l lenges and Opportun i t ies

Desp i te  progress ,  cha l lenges remain .  In  many parts  of  the wor ld ,  cu l tura l  and
theo logica l  barr iers  cont inue to rest r ic t  women’s  ro les  in  min is t ry .  Women in
leadersh ip  of ten face oppos i t ion and must  nav igate complex dynamics with in
the i r  congregat ions and broader  church communi t ies .
There shou ld be a  rev iva l  of  the min is t ry of  gospe l  wi th  more women in i t i a t ives .
We f ind very few preachers  among women in  the church whereas the ear ly
church had soc ia l ly  prominent  women leave the i r  comfort  and got  invo lved in  the
min is t ry .  Apost les  preferred to choose preach ing of  the Gospe l  and they in i t i a ted
e lect ing deacons to serve at  the Lord ’s  Tab le .  St  Pau l  in  h is  preach ing min is t ry
inc luded many coup les  and women to spread the word .  There shou ld be more
women coming up to min is ter  among women in  the i r  var ious cha l leng ing l i fe
set t ings .

In  the future ,  there might  be more s ign i f icant  opportun i t ies  for  women .  As more
denominat ions and congregat ions recognize the i r  contr ibut ions ,  there i s  potent ia l
for  r icher  and more d iverse express ions of  fa i th .  Women br ing un ique
perspect ives and g i f ts  that  can enhance the church ’s  miss ion and min is t ry .

Conc lus ion

The ro le  of  women in  aposto l ic  min is t ry i s  a  v i ta l  and evo lv ing issue with in  the
Chr is t ian fa i th .  H is tor ica l ly ,  women have contr ibuted s ign i f icant ly  to the growth
of  the church ,  and contemporary movements  are increas ing ly recogniz ing the i r
potent ia l  in  a l l  a reas of  min is t ry .  The ro le  of  women in  the orda ined min is t ry was
put  in to pract ice with  deaconesses in  the ear ly  church .  Orthodox churches fo l low
the pat tern of  apost lesh ip  in i t i a ted by Chr is t .  As the church cont inues to grapp le
with theo logica l  and cu l tura l  cha l lenges ,  there might  evo lve an inc lus ive approach
that  honors the g i f ts  and ca l l ings of  a l l  be l ievers ,  regard less  of  gender .  By doing
so ,  the church can more fu l ly  ref lect  the d iverse body of  Chr is t  and ef fect ive ly
fu l f i l l  i t s  miss ion in  the wor ld .
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“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served ,  but to serve ,  and to give
His l i fe as a ransom for many. ”  (Mark 10:45)

The word min istry is  f rom the Greek word "Diakonia" meaning "to serve" .  We
are ca l led to serve God to accompl ish God's purpose on earth ,  that is  to spread
the Good News of redempt ion of humankind through Chr ist  and carry out His
hea l ing min istry ,  both physica l  and spir i tua l .  Chr ist  Himsel f  provided the pattern
for Chr ist ian Min istry by denying Himsel f ,  accept ing suffer ing ,  and sacr i f ic ing
His l i fe to redeem humankind .  His d isc ip les fo l lowed His path and their
test imony la id the l iv ing foundat ion of the Church .  They became the p i l l ars of
the church .  The church is  meant to be the fa i thfu l  image of Chr ist  whose
redeeming presence is  therapeut ic ,  hea l ing and l iberat ing .  The whole church is
invi ted to cont inue God's min istry .  “But you are a chosen people ,  a  roya l
pr iesthood ,  a ho ly nat ion ,  God’s specia l  possess ion . ”  (1 Peter 2:9) .  Today’s
church has to face many cha l lenges .

Ministry in the Postmodern Era
We are l iv ing in a fast-paced wor ld ,  a  g loba l ized ,  mult icu l tura l ,  h igh-tech ,  u l t ra
modern era .  Church min istry is  a teamwork inc luding a l l  i ts  members ,  the pr iest ,
fami l ies ,  adu l ts ,  youth ,  and chi ldren .  The generat ion gap h inders th is  co l lect ive
effort  to an extent .  The o lder generat ion g lor i fy their  past whi le try ing to
mainta in what they have fo l lowed ,  pract ised ,  and learned in the past .  They would
try to pass on the same to the upcoming generat ions .

The younger generat ion has a legacy to cont inue but they l ive in the present
context exper iencing tremendous exposure to var ious cu l tures and ways of l i fe .
The present generat ion aspire and str ive for inte l lectua l  growth ,  academic
exce l lence ,  and achievements .  One would tend to th ink ,  they are after
momentous gains .  Var ious pressures in the current l i fe sett ing cause them to be
seen as more dependent on technology ,  less sens ib le towards the Div ine ,  eas i ly
vu lnerab le ,  f ragi le ,  and not keen on spir i tua l  matters .  The church must be ab le to
sat is fy the changing min ister ia l  demands of the younger generat ion by tak ing
conscious efforts and modify ing the tradi t iona l  way of min istry without los ing
its core .   

God Almighty created th is  wor ld for us to l ive ,  exp lore ,  d iscover ,  rediscover ,
and make progress ,  not to be stagnant ,  but to mani fest  God's G lory .  We can see
God’s wi l l  and presence in everyth ing ,  in the past ,  present and in the future ,  a l l
as in accordance with His p lan .  Ephesians 11:1 says ,  “He works a l l  th ings
according to the counci l  of  His wi l l . ”We are here to carry out His scheme of
sa lavt ion in our l ives .  We must p lead to God for the Holy Spir i t  to be poured
upon us ,  to r ise above a l l  d i f ferences to br ing both the o ld and the young
together to carry out Chr ist ian min istry effect ive ly .  

Ministry  in  the  Current  Age
By:  Molly Alex  (Seniors Forum)
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Church and elders must be strong pi l lars to carry out the spreading of the Gospel .
A greater responsibi l i ty is laid upon the church and elders to nurture the young
generation in the right path to know their identity as the crown of creation,
created in God's own image for a unique purpose and to make them aware of what
is signif icant and what should be the supreme goal .  The Lord has said “Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His r ighteousness and al l  these things wil l  be added
to you.” (Matthew 6:33) and “Set your mind on things above not on the things on
earth.” (Colossians 3:2). Once they are convinced of the meaning and the purpose
of their l i fe ,  they wil l  become ardent seekers of truth using al l  their resources ,
strength , knowledge, modern data ,  and strategies in the pursuit of attaining the
supreme goal .  The young generation can be given training on discipleship to be
transformed and to become a transforming presence by knowing God's direction.

Ministry among the famil ies
There has been a noticeable shift in family values leading to the erosion of
tradit ional values in famil ies and placing more emphasis on self gratif ication. As a
result ,  there has been a tremendous increase of broken famil ies ,  s ingle parents ,  and
victims of family problems. Members must be given awareness and proper insight
about the Bibl ical root of marriage as a covenant . The Church should make efforts
to accept and accommodate the troubled population, to guide, to serve as a solace
and make itself a harbour for them.

Ministry through social media 
Being aware of the benefits of social media ,  the Church must learn to tap into this
resource to connect with new members. It can be used for strengthening the
existing relationships and thereby expanding its reach, offer support ,  provide a
platform for sharing, bui ld fel lowship , engage with community and posit ively
inf luence the l i fe of those who spend more time in the virtual world . 

Global church ministry 
Effective ministry is feasible only when the church takes init iat ives in addressing
crucial problems and crises such as environmental degradation, global warming,
economic crises ,  wars ,  poverty, inf lat ion, food insecurity , famine, f inancial crisis
etc. The Church should also take new init iat ives to reach out to people who
belong to different cultural backgrounds and thereby spread the gospel and to
ref lect the love of God in the whole world . Addit ional ly ,  the role of the church is
to f ight against injustice , oppression, and violence. Whi le attempting to serve
everyone, the church may encounter rejection, rebel l ion and hosti l i ty . However the
church can not cease ministering and be passive observers about violations. It
would be our cal l ing to extend our help to the most vulnerable ,  oppressed, and
si lenced societies and communities as wel l .  

We must act as the arms of Christ to embrace the whole world ,  breaking the
boundaries to spread the love of Christ to al l ,  to transform the entire creation, and
to proclaim the good news. The Church should be a channel of peace, heal ing and
l iberation for which we must be the partakers of God to establ ish His kingdom on
earth.

Glory to God Almighty.
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Who a re  t hey?  They  s ay  t hey  a re  chosen ,  p i c ked  and  sen t .  

Sen t  o f f ,  by  whom and  why?  Somet imes  we  seek  to  know the  i n t en t .  

They  can  be  chosen  and  handp i cked  by  t he  One  H imse l f .  

No t  know ing  whe re  t hey  need  to  go  bu t  fo rge t t i ng  onese l f .

Many  ques t i oned  “why  me  Lo rd ” ?  

He  s a i d ,  “ I  am  w i t h  you ,  a nd  you  go  whe re  you  a re  to l d .  

Go  sp read  t he  word  a round  t he  wor l d ,  

Specu l a t i on  i s  no t  needed ;  i t  w i l l  a l l  un fo l d . ”  

Some  may  rece i ve  you  we l l ,  some  no t  so ,  

L i ke  sheep  among  wo lves ,  you  w i l l  need  to  go .  

You  s t i l l  a r e  p ro tec ted  by  t he  A lm igh ty .  

S t i l l  no t  su re ,  you  eve r  r eg re t  t h i s  du ty .  

No  ga i n  w i t hou t  pa i n ,  t h a t  s ay i ng  i s  t r ue .  

Wha t  i s  t he i r  ga i n  i n  t h i s ?  Some  have  no  c l ue .  

L i ke  f l ower s  so  gen t l e  and  p l e a san t ,  

When  c ru shed  t hey  s t i l l  g i ve  ou t  a  beau t i f u l  s cen t .  

The i r  l i f e  i s  a  c a l l i ng ,  a  c a l l i ng  mean t  to  change .  

The  change  o f  l i f e ,  o r  deed  o r  ac t  t h a t ’ s  no t  s t r ange .  

I t  may  seem ha rd  fo r  t he  weak  and  f eeb l e .  

We  a re  H i s  Chosen  and  Ca l l ed  Peop l e .  

L i s t en  c l o se l y  fo r  He  i s  c a l l i ng !  

L i ke  when  morn i ng  comes  a l l  h i s  c rea t i on  i s  heed i ng .  

When  t he  wor l d  and  who l e  un i ve r se  s t ands  w i t nes s ,  

Fo r  H i s  G lo ry  to  be  bes towed  on  u s  humans .  



Growing up in the Orthodox church, we were taught early in our Sunday school
years about the importance of sacraments and ministry , and how they both played a
role in our Christ ian faith . The celebration of the sacraments (such as Holy Baptism
and Holy Communion) and the ministry of the Word help us grow in our personal
relationship with God, and they serve as the essence of Christ ian discipleship – the
same discipleship taught by Our Lord Jesus to His Apostles (known in the Bible as
the Great Commission): 

“Go therefore and make disciples of al l  nations , baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir it ,  teaching them to observe al l  that I
commanded you. And behold , I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28: 19-20) 

As Christ ians ,  we have the responsibi l i ty to l ive out this same identity of sacrament
and ministry through discipleship . This al lows us to harness the same relationship
the Apostles had in Christ and boldly minister Christ to the world . Sacraments of
Holy Baptism and Holy Communion are central to Christ ian discipleship and were
exemplif ied by the Apostles - fol lowing Jesus and making disciples through
fel lowship in Jesus .   

Knowing that the sacraments are celebrated in Christ Jesus , a l lows us to be
personal ly connected with Him as we receive the gifts of the Holy Spir it ,  and thus
we become empowered to minister His word. Let us look at the examples of Holy
Baptism and Holy Communion in their roles in Christ ian discipleship . 

In his letter to the Romans, St .  Paul chal lenges us to be bold in our Christ ian
discipleship by tel l ing us to remember our Holy Baptism and our relationship in Jesus
as he writes: 

“Do you not know that al l  of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
 baptized into His death , in order that ,  just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father ,  we too might walk in the newness of l i fe . ” (Romans 6:3-4) 

This same message is reiterated again by St .  Paul where he states:

“For in Christ Jesus you are al l  sons of God, through faith . For as many of you 
as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ . ”  (Galatians 3:26-27) 
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Therefore ,  we can see how the sacrament  of  Ho ly Bapt ism shou ld empower us

to l ive a  l i fe  that  g lor i f ies  the name of  Jesus ,  as  we l ive for  H im and in  H im .

Th is  i s  what  the Apost les  showed us through the i r  l ives and min is t ry as  we l l .  

St .  Pau l  cont inues h is  focus on Chr is t ian d isc ip lesh ip  by look ing at  the

fe l lowsh ip in  Chr is t  Jesus through the ce lebrat ion of  Ho ly Communion (The

Lord ’s  Supper) .  The Apost les  understood how the i r  sp i r i tua l  nour ishment  and

fe l lowsh ip in  Chr is t  were st rengthened through the remembrance of  the Lord ’s

Supper  (Luke 22:19-20) .  Th is  same fe l lowsh ip in  Chr is t  i s  what  we rece ive

through Ho ly Communion ,  and a l lows us to bo ld ly share Chr is t  to others ,  as  we

are in  un ion with  H im .  St .  Pau l  addresses th is  when he wrote :  

“The cup of  b less ing that  we b less ,  i s  i t  not  a  par t ic ipat ion in  the b lood of

Chr is t?  The bread that  we break ,  i s  i t  not  a  par t ic ipat ion in  the body of

Chr is t? ”  (1  Cor inth ians 10:16) 

Through these examples ,  we can see how the Apost les  fo l lowed Chr is t  Jesus ,

bo ld ly mak ing d isc ip les  through fe l lowsh ip with  Jesus in  both sacrament  and

min is t ry .  Let  th is  be our  example ,  as  we cont inue to grow in  our  Orthodox

Chr is t ian fa i th  and share Chr is t  in  our  homes ,  in  our  ne ighborhoods ,  in  our

communi t ies ,  and to the wor ld .  

Bu t  you  a r e  a  c ho sen  peop l e ,  a  r oya l  p r i e s t hood ,

a  ho l y  n a t i on ,  God ' s  own  peop l e ,  i n  o r de r  t h a t

you  may  p roc l a im  t he  e xce l l e n ce  o f  h im  who

ca l l e d  you  ou t  o f  d a r k ne s s  i n t o  h i s  ma rve l l o u s

l i g h t .  

                    -     1  Pe t e r  2 :9  



The term ‘Ministry in Christ’ is an expression inspired from the Greek word ‘Diakonia’
– meaning ‘to serve’ . The l ife of our lord and savior Jesus Christ is the quintessence
of Christian ministry.  He came not to accept service but to serve (Matthew 20:28,
Mark 10:45). It is our vocation to serve humanity with humility and love inspired
from Christ (Matthew 20:26, Romans 1:1). Our vocation is fulfi l led by serving the
needs of society unconditional ly.

The Ministry in Christ is not merely the obligation of the ordained officials within the
body of Christ; rather we al l are alike in our responsibi l ity. It is through the ministry
that we proclaim the gospel , the Kingdom of God manifests in our time, and indeed
we glorify our Lord. Our social role has not much to do with the ministry in Christ;
rather we can fulfi l l  our vocation by embodying Christ in our l ife and become light of
the world, or the city that is set on the hi l l .

God is the principal reality of our existence who cal led us, equipped us, and uses us
as an instrument in His ministry. The inclination for alternative priorities deviates our
life to practice idolatry. The diversity of the gifts and our ministry in Christ is
enlightened by blessed St. Paul in the first letter to Corinthians (12:14). We must
remember that we are members of the body of Christ; condescension and conceit
have no place in the ministry of our lord; rather our roles are complementary and
mutual ly fulfi l l ing.

We have different purposes, and we serve differently in our ministry fulfi l l ing the wil l
of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ . The scripture edifies us on the uniqueness of
each gift and how we compliment each other in our ministry.  A member of the body
of Christ is not better or more important than another member, but we al l are equal
before God (Romans 12:3-6, 1 Corinthians 12:14-26).

The ministry of our Lord and Savior manifested not merely in the synagogue, but he
ministered in homes, near the well ,  on the mountain, or even in casual conversations.
The Apostles’ ministry extended to every situation and circumstances that touched
human life. Even whilst St. Paul was in prison or endangered by natural calamities; our
Lord used the blessed apostle to fulfi l l  the ministry. He proclaimed the gospel and
regarded himself as “an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought
to speak” (Ephesians 6:20).

The ministry is what we do for God’s glory based on where He has placed us, how He
has gifted us, and what He has cal led us to do according to His infinite wisdom & for
the proclamation of the gospel . It is the privi lege of al l believers to “serve one
another in love” (Galatians 5:13). 

23

PILLARS OF THE CHURCH. .

URAVA In i t i a ted by SGOCT OCYM

Sacraments  & Minis try
By: Jinu Nellisseril Jacob (Acolytes)



URAVA 24

PILLARS OF THE CHURCH. .

In i t i a ted by SGOCT OCYM

Hence ministry or service to God can be extended into the workplace, at home,
helping the poor, sharing the gospel to a friend or strangers.

The sacramental mysteries of the church help us to participate in the real ity of
Christ through the church which is the body of Christ .  In each holy Sacrament we
al l can contribute to its ministry in different ways.

Baptism : is a sacramental init iation into the mystery of Christ’s death and
resurrection, which at the same time accomplishes in us the effect of Christ’s
action. One is baptized into the community of Christian faith to share in l ife , its
values, and its vision. Church members should pray for the chi ld getting baptized
and it ’s our ministry to upbring them in the faith and belief of our Church. In this
sacrament , members of the church, especial ly family members of the chi ld , should
carry out the ministry by praying and taking lent ti l l  baptism day for the presence
of the holy spirit for fulf i l lment of the sacrament.

Christmation (Holy Myron): representing the Holy Spirit is administered to make
the baptised the temple of God. The Holy Spirit already given in Baptism
strengthens the faithful in chrismation. While baptism incorporates us into Christ’s
new risen existence, chrismation makes us partakers of his Holy Spirit ,  the very
source of this new l ife and of total i l lumination. Holy Myron is used in two
sacraments namely Baptism and consecration of Church. 

Holy Confession: Essential ly a heal ing ministry, since sin is viewed primari ly as a
disease that needs to be healed, rather than a crime that needs to be punished.
Therefore, a regular self-examination and confession is essential for spiritual
development and growth. The ministry that can be performed in this sacrament is
to make church members aware about the importance of confession and outcome
we experience after true confession in front of God, pray for others who have
issues with us and reconci le with others. It is also a sacrament of reconci l iation
where the faithful and God are reconci led.

Holy Eucharist: The Divine Liturgy or Holy Qurbono is the sacred rite by which the
Orthodox Church celebrates the mystery of the Eucharist .  The ministry that can be
done here is to help each other understand the importance of each part of the Holy
Qurbana. When people don’t pay attention, teach them how important this
sacrament is ,  offer a ride to someone who has diff iculty coming to church to
attend the Holy Qurbana. There are many ways we can help each other when we
come for the Holy Qurbana.

Anointing of the sick: The prayer offered in faith wil l  save the sick person and the
Lord wil l  raise the sick from bed, and wil l  be forgiven any sins the person has
committed (James 5:14-15). During this sacrament , the ministry that we can
contribute is to pray for the sick person, for the family , for the mental strength of
dear ones to handle the situation, console them, and serve them in the best
possible ways.
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Priesthood:  The pr iest ly ministry of Chr ist  is  perpetuated in the Church by the
minister ia l  pr iesthood ,  exist ing in the three essent ia l  ministr ies of b ishop ,  pr iest
and deacon.  Church members can pray for the bishops ,  pr iests and deacons to
have the presence and guidance of the Holy Spir i t  dur ing the ordinat ion and rest
of their  service .

Marr iage: The capstone of the fami ly ,  the bui ld ing b lock of human civ i l izat ion .
There is a specia l  grace given in Chr ist ian marr iage to exper ience the sacr i f ic ia l
love among the members of the fami ly in the model of the mutua l  love between
Christ and the Church .  The ministry of Church members is to pray for the newly
wedded husband and wife to lead a l i fe in God and exper ience sacr i f ic ia l  love ,
pur i fying love ,  car ing love ,  and unbreakable love .  The ministry of parents and
fami l ies is to pray for the holy ceremony rather than engaging in other
celebrat ions .  It  is  good to have some fun but prayers for the holy ceremony
should be given the precedence ,  on ly then they can lead a beaut i fu l  l i fe in the
presence of God.

Therefore ,  ministr ies can be performed in di f ferent ways by a l l  Church members
in the holy sacraments .  The whole Chr ist ian l i fe must be seen as one great
Sacrament whose di f ferent aspects are expressed in a great var iety of acts ,
ins ide and outs ide of the Church .  God serves through us;  let us serve him by
acknowledging his Lordship in our l i fe .

Drawing By: 
Nanma Susan Siju

Grade 6, Sunday School



The ministry of Jesus and His Apostles is a story that resonates through time, a
narrative of faith, hope, and relentless dedication. It began with Jesus’ command to His
Apostles at the Last Supper, where He established the sacrament of communion and
instructed them to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth. This was not just a cal l
to speak but to act to heal , to rescue, to unbind, and to breathe new life into those
who were spiritual ly ‘dead.’ This holistic approach to ministry was revolutionary,
encompassing both word and deed.

After Jesus ascended to heaven, the Apostles faced a world of uncertainty. Their
immediate response was to come together, often in secret, as it was dangerous to be
known as fol lowers of Jesus. Despite these dangers, they were compelled to celebrate
the Eucharist , and after receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, to preach openly. The
Church began to grow, spreading to many places and far-off cities. The Apostles
would travel great distances, often on foot or by sea, to meet with new believers and
establish congregations. They also initiated fundraising to support their mission, a
testament to their resourcefulness and commitment.

The Apostles, having been direct witnesses to Jesus’ l ife and teachings, felt a deep
responsibi l ity to stay connected with the growing number of believers. They never
abandoned the Eucharistic service, which was central to their faith. Recognizing the
logistical chal lenges of returning to the city, they appointed deacons l ike Stephen to
help. Thus, they managed two paral lel ministries: the Eucharistic meals and the
preaching ministry, which they carried out side by side. This practice of assigning
ministries to new believers was innovative and ensured that the work of the Church
continued to flourish.

Saint Paul spoke of the Gifts of the Spirit , acknowledging that each person had
different talents—preaching, healing, exorcism, even raising the dead. Those who were
involved in ministry were ful ly committed; it became an integral part of their l ives.

Being part of the ministry of Christ , priests handle al l sacramental administration with
the involvement of the congregation. However, the spirit of the Apostolic ministry
lives on through al l the members of the church and in al l services rendered by whoever
is involved in various ministries. Many are in the medical field, bringing physical healing
to the community, while others work in psychotherapy, counseling, and other
therapeutic professions. Every profession, from construction to mathematics, has its
place in the Lord’s ministry.

Acolytes are another group deeply involved in the l ife of the church. They serve in
many capacities, from cleaning to participating in church organizations, thus playing a
crucial role in the ministry. 
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The message is clear: every faithful person can be a minister .  We can make our
ministry more effective in our respective f ields of work, offering service to the
needy with the help of the Holy Spir it .  The faithful approach the altar during
communion and return to the world to serve, f i l led with the Holy Spir it .

In essence, the commandments of Jesus—sacrament and ministry—are as al ive
today as they were in the time of the Apostles . Whether through the structured
roles within the church or the dai ly acts of kindness by individuals ,  the spir it of
the Apostol ic ministry continues to thrive. It is a legacy of service, a cal l  to
action, and a reminder that in serving others ,  we fol low the path laid out by Jesus
and His Apostles .

Drawing By: 
Ann Varughese

Which tr ibes did the Apostles of Christ hai l  from?

The Twelve Apostles of Jesus , chosen from various tr ibes of Israel ,
p layed pivotal roles in spreading the Gospel of Christ .  

Understanding the tr ibal origins of these apostles provides a
fascinating gl impse into their cultural and historical backgrounds.
Each apostle's tr ibal l ineage carries profound signif icance, shedding
l ight on their individual characterist ics and the broader tapestry of
bibl ical narratives. Peter and Andrew, brothers ,  hai led from the Tribe
of Zebulun. James the Greater and John, a lso brothers ,  were from the
Tribe of Judah. Phi l ip belonged to the Tribe of Issachar ,  whi le
Bartholomew (Nathanael) was from Naphtal i .  Matthew (Levi) and
James the Less were Levites . Thomas, Thaddeus (Jude) , and Judas
Iscariot were from the Tribe of Judah, and Simon the Zealot came
from Ephraim. 

These aff i l iat ions , based on tradit ional sources , highl ight the diverse
backgrounds of Jesus' closest fol lowers.
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‘Urava’  means an ever-f lowing source of water .  I t  could be the beginning

point of a large stream that can quench the th irst  of whoever is

approaching .  This l i terary in i t iat ive by OCYM aims to provide en l ightening

thoughts and ideas to th irsty souls for their  sp ir i tua l  edi f icat ion .  

This wi l l  serve as a hub for writers and th inkers to express their  v iews

and share their  ins ights into the vibrant l i fe of our community .  

This project showcases what more we could achieve when our ent i re

Church comes together to create something unique .  Through these pages ,

our be loved members share their  musings ,  ref lect ions ,  and test imonia ls  for

th is issue’s theme ‘Apost les - Pi l lars of the Church’
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